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THURSDAY, MARCH 3RD, 2011 


End of an era as 
talks impasse 
forces the cattle 
market to close 


THERE will be no more cattle markets 
in Cowbridge, after negotiations 
between the Vale Council and the oper¬ 
ators, Glamorgan Marts, broke down. 

For Glamorgan Marts, Andrew Thomas said that 
“last-minute hopes had been dashed”, while for the 
Vale Council, the Leader, Coun Gordon Kemp, said: 


Report by PHILIP IRWIN 



SLOANgCe 

A Fresh 
New You! 

Treat yourself to 
the latest very 
affordable styles 
and vibrant 
colours in our 
new Spring ranges.] 

Of course, there's 
great new basics 
like our new “Trimma” trouser 
range from £15. Lots more... 

Just nothing over £30... at all! 

Join us this weekend as one of 
the Vale’s most glamorous 
fashion advisers retires. 

(Rita we'll miss you!) 

Bring this advert in and 
get your FREE 
permanent 5% off card! 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 

8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales CF61 1DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 
www.sloancompany.co.uk 


“This is extremely disappointing news for 
Cowbridge.” 

After the Vale Council broke the news in an early 
morning press release, Glamorgan Marts went on 
the attack, issuing a response and calling the Vale 
Council’s version “Inaccurate and misleading”. 

In recent months, Glamorgan Marts has been lob¬ 
bying for a six-month ‘rolling lease’ - so that they 
could vacate the site as and when the Vale Council 
announced firm plans for its future. 

This had attracted a great deal of support from 
local town and community councils. 

Now, however, it appears that the length of lease 
offered - and the cost of it - proved to be the stick¬ 
ing point. 

In a statement, a Glamorgan Marts spokesman 
said: “We offered last autumn, and have reaffirmed 
that offer, to take a new lease with an additional 
clause giving the council the ability to obtain pos¬ 
session at any time at six months’ notice, should the 
site be required for another use. 

“The counter-offer from the council was a 12- 



Pupils at Ysgol lolo Morganwg dress up for St. David’s Day. (See more pictures on page 15). 


month licence (which cannot as a matter of practi¬ 
cality suffice to operate a market because of 
DEFRA and other regulations), and on financial 
terms that included new obligations costing - at the 
council’s estimate - £65,000, in addition to rent 
over the 12-month period. 

“The counter-offer was impractical and uneco¬ 
nomic and this was made clear to the council.” 

There has been speculation in Cowbridge in 
recent weeks that a supermarket is interested in the 
land, and that the Vale Council was preparing to sell 
the site. 

However, the council’s statement appeared to 
quash this speculation. 

It said: “The council is disappointed with the 


operators’ decision to reject its offer, as it will end 
Cowbridge’s historic status as a market town, 
despite no alternative use for the site having been 
identified.” 

The Leader of the Vale Council, Coun Gordon 
Kemp, said: “We were offering a guaranteed allot¬ 
ted tenure, in line with the conditions the operators 
had suggested, whereby the council could take 
vacant possession at any time with six months 
notice. 

“We had hoped to secure the immediate future of 
the market, but instead, it now faces closure at the 
end of the month, causing a serious blow to the 
area.” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 5) 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, March 3rd, 2011 


Rainbow concert 
and the WRVS 

I N your issue of February 17, you ran 
a piece about the Rainbow concert 
party receiving a gift from Aberthaw 
Power Station. 

The article stated that this was presented at the 
OAP Club in Penarth, but I would like to point out 
it was the WRVS Tuesday Club. We would not like 
to confuse your readers! 

Caroline A Jones, Penarth 
(WRVS project leader) 

Voting and 
FocusBARRY 

I WAS amused to see the letter in last 
week’s edition of The GEM from 
David Green of FocusBARRY, con¬ 
gratulating themselves on the “splendid” 
19 per cent of the votes they received in 
the Dyfan ward by-election. 

This means over 80 per cent of the voters reject¬ 
ed their candidate. Either their arithmetic is very 
poor, or they are very easily satisfied. 

Perhaps now we can be spared their endless 
trumpetings about how they are going to save Barry 
and perform miracles - and they could go and do 
something useful. 

Brian Morris, 

Barry 

Human rights and 
the rule of law 


I SEE from The 
GEM (February 
17) that our 
Vale MP Alun 
Cairns, has voted to 
defy the judgment 
of the European 
Court of Human 
Rights that prison¬ 
ers in Britain 
should, no must , be 
allowed to exercise 
their right to vote, 
if they so wish. 

Aside from the fact 
that many may not vote 
anyway, as they have 
other concerns, it seems 
our MP, and cross-party 
colleagues, decided to 


defy our treaty obliga¬ 
tions and pick and 
choose which court judg¬ 
ments, and therefore 
laws, to obey. 

I must remember that. 
I may decide to drive on 
the right tomorrow, not 
the left, as I prefer the 
European way of doing 
things. 

After all, if our legis¬ 
lators can chose to dis¬ 
card the ‘Rule of Law’ 
principle, then I, and 
anyone, must have the 
same right to decide 
which laws we deem to 
be unfair and, therefore, 
which can be ignored. 
Christopher Short, 
Barry 


'Don’t wait around 
for a developer’ 


A bout 13 

years ago, I 
wrote to the 
Council about 
opening a Friday 
market on the 
coach park at the 
Island. 

They wrote back 
saying it was ear¬ 
marked for develop¬ 
ment. 

When? 

I was a market trad¬ 
er in the 60s and man¬ 
aged to get a spot at 
Abergavenny. 

I recently visited the 
market and was 
amazed at the size of 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


FAMILY UPSET BY 
BULLY ON BEACH 


I WOULD like to tell your readers 
about an incident that occurred on 
Barry Island beach recently. 

My husband and I had taken our two dogs for 
a run on the beach, as we often do in the winter 
months. This time, we had our married daugh¬ 
ter and her three young daughters with us, who 
are 11, 9 and 3 year old. I sat outside Marco’s 
with my elderly mother drinking coffee whilst 
the rest of the family were on the beach. 

After a while, the two eldest grand-daughters 
returned and were visibly shaken and upset by 
something. 

My husband, daughter and youngest grand¬ 
daughter returned and the incident was 
explained to us. It appears that whilst they were 
on the beach, a dog belonging to another family 
was making a bit of a nuisance of himself by 
‘pestering’ our dogs and eventually my husband 
had encouraged the dog to go, by tapping him 
slightly on the side. 

A young lad of about seven saw what he 
thought was his dog being hit, and immediately 
went to tell his father. 

His father, being taller and and bigger than 
my husband, ran towards my family using foul 
language - to the extent that it frightened my 

‘Double standards 
over parking’ 


it. It has increased at 
least threefold and 
bars and cafes are 
busy. 

The Council want to 
get their act together, 
never mind waiting for 
a developer to do 
what’s really needed - 
a road off the Island. 

In the days when I 
was trading, you could 
not get a shop for ‘all 
the tea in China’. 

Markets were the 
only answer and they 
were difficult to get on. 

It’s a bit different 
today! 

Bill Lang, 

Barry 


W ITH refer¬ 
ence to the 
letter 
headed ‘Letter 
writer was wrong 
about VIBE in the 
Vale’ by Mike 
Bendall (The GEM, 
February 17), my 
main point was that 
the VPod was 
allowed to use 
King’s Square 
when traders were 
not! 

It would seem that if 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
asks, you can park with¬ 
out problems on the 
Square! 

The information I 
gave in my earlier letter 
of Eebruary 10, concern¬ 
ing VPod operations, 
came directly from the 
SWOOSH website. If 
this information is incor¬ 
rect, then the website is 
at fault. 

Mr Bendall would 
seem to suggest that I do 
not support voluntary 
organisations, but I too 
am a volunteer working 
to support our estate. 


If, as Mr Bendall 
says, they deliver so 
much for young people, 
how come we have 
never seen their “excit¬ 
ing and action packed 
VPod” anywhere near 
our estate? 

I also take issue with 
Mr BendalTs comments 
regarding “visiting proj¬ 
ects to see the good 
work being produced by 
young people in the 
Vale”. 

We, on our estate, 
know full well the good 
work from our people, 
which is provided with 
help from community 
volunteers and with NO 
support from the local 
council. 

Our young volunteers 
provide much help and 
support to our activities 
and as Mr Bendall says, 
“Careless words can 
damage reputations.” 

Once again, my criti¬ 
cism was against the 
apparent double stan¬ 
dards by the Vale of 
Glamorgan against 
traders. 

J Lockwood, 

Barry 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


GEM prizewinners 

say ‘thank you’ 

I JUST wanted to thank you, belatedly, 
for the £20 prize I won last 
September in The GEM. 

Due to family circumstances, we were unable to 
use the voucher until this week, when we had a 
lovely lunch at The Sycamore Tree, Colwinston, in 
the Vale. 

Our hosts, Angela and Andy, were very welcom¬ 
ing and couldn’t do enough for us. The meal was 
delicious and we hope they do well in the area - 
they deserve to. Thanks again. 

Steve and Helen Hooper, Rhoose 


I REFER to a 
GEM article on 
February 17 
relating to a pack¬ 
age of planned cuts 
by the local author- 

ity. 

Whilst a difficult task, 
there is one service, that 
has been cut by several 
other authorities already, 
which if reduced, would 
save hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of pounds and, as 
far as I am aware, has 
not been considered or 
certainly mentioned by 
councillors and officers 


at the Vale. 

I refer to street light¬ 
ing, which could surely 
be reduced and switched 
off throughout the Vale 
between, say, midnight 
and 6am. 

There are many cul- 
de-sacs and closes where 
this could be carried out 
and on any road with 
light traffic at these 
times. 

If this was done, it 
may help toward saving 
leisure and library facili¬ 
ties among others. 

G Thomas, Penarth 


Interference from 
European judges 


H OW is it even 
possible for 
these faceless 
European judges to 
threaten to cut men’s 
pensions by any¬ 
where between 10 
and 30 per cent, pos¬ 
sibly retrospectively, 
and to increase 
women’s car insur¬ 
ance premiums? 


There would be no 
right of appeal against 
these judgments, so 
what exactly is the point 
of our MPs and AMs? 

When did we ever 
sign up to this sort of 
interference? 

What has it got to do 
with preventing another 
European war? 

R Bradshaw, 
Cowbridge 


RHOOSE POINT: 

land not sold 


daughter and her girls to the point of tears. 

The shouting went into a face-to-face threat 
by the man towards my husband - my daughter 
was frightened for his safety. 

The man continued to threaten my husband, 
until he was finally persuaded by his wife to 
move away from what was by now a very fright¬ 
ened family. 

Thankfully, a woman also enjoying the beach 
had witnessed the incident and came across to 
comfort my daughter and her girls, which made 
a huge difference to them, and she continued to 
support them all after the bully had left the 
beach. 

During the following hours, as we discussed 
the incident with the children to help them 
recover, I was able to point out that they had 
witnessed the two ends of the spectrum in terms 
of people’s behaviour. 

Although the incident was truly ugly, fright¬ 
ening and upsetting, the kindness of another 
person helped to balance things up a bit. 

We will try to remember the kindness of this 
person longer than the poor behaviour of the 
other! 

I would like to convey my grateful thanks to 
the woman who provided comfort and support 
to my family - it really did have a positive 
impact on us all. 

I thank God that she was on the beach at the 
time and was brave enough to come to our res¬ 
cue, showing true compassion. 

(Name and address supplied) 

Time to milk the hens... 

D oes the Vale Council know some¬ 
thing I don’t about GM foods? On 
their instructions for the new food 
waste scheme, it says: ^Dairy products, 
including egg shells\ 

Just a thought, but I can’t stop now, I must go 
and milk the hens... 

Davy Cartwright, 

Llantwit Major 

‘Turn off lights 
to save money’ 


W E write 

with refer¬ 
ence to 

your article headed 
‘Rhoose Point land 
to be bought by 
Vale Council’ on 
Page 19 of The 
GEM on February 
24. 

We want to point 
out that your article is 
incorrect: there has 
been no decision by 
this council to pay 
£20,000 for the land at 
Rhoose Point. 

The report consid¬ 
ered by cabinet on 
Monday, February 21 
made it clear that the 
land was always due to 
be taken into the own¬ 
ership of the council. 

There will be no 
charge for the land but 
the council will be 
expecting a sum of 
£20,000 from the 
Administrators for tak¬ 
ing on the land in 
question. 

This is quite differ¬ 
ent from the council 


paying £20,000 for the 
land. 

In writing, we 
would point out that 
the council has been 
frustrated in its efforts 
to take ownership of 
the land by reason of 
Cofton, the original 
development company, 
falling into administra¬ 
tion. 

However, as elected 
members for Rhoose, 
we are committed to 
taking ownership of 
the land, so that the 
land can be managed 
as an asset for both 
existing and future res¬ 
idents of Rhoose. 
Councillors Gordon 
Kemp and Jeffrey 
James, Rhoose 
FOOTNOTE: The 
GEM acknowledges 
this error, which 
arose from a mis¬ 
reading of the small 
print in a council 
report. 


Best response 
wins the vote 


I ’M pretty sure 
the vast majori¬ 
ty of the elec¬ 
torate will agree 
with me, but I 
speak certainly on 
my own behalf, 
when I say to all 
MPs and AMs - 
please be aware 
that getting in 
touch with the vot¬ 
ing public once 
every four or five 
years is not enough 
to convince us to 
vote for you or your 
party. 

If you want to be pop¬ 
ular and well supported 
in the Welsh and UK 
polls, then get out there 
and meet the people and 
find out what we really 
want, instead of shoving 

Well done, Curtis! 

B arry boy Curtis Mathews represents 
the Great Britain under-20s decathlon 
team for the first time, at Sheffield 
Arena on March 5-6. Hard work does pay off! 
Demi Mathews 


your flyers through our 
letterboxes in the months 
leading up to a vote. 

I, for one, will be 
making a decision based 
on who has bothered to 
respond to emails I have 
sent and been the most 
accessible with surgeries 
etc, not those who 
appear in every press 
photo - or those who 
make empty promises to 
make everything better, 
when they appear to 
have done little about it 
all term. 

So, thank you to those 
MPs and AMs who have 
given my thoughts and 
worries a voice, and 
thank you for responding 
to my emails and for 
seeing me in your sur¬ 
geries. You know who 
you are. 

Lynnette Spragg, 

Barry. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 10) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

03 Thur 

05.41 

9.1 

17.59 

9.1 

04 Fri 

06.19 

9.4 

18.35 

9.4 

05 Sat 

06.47 

9.5 

19.07 

9.6 

06 Sun 

07.21 

9.8 

19.33 

9.6 

07 Mon 

07.49 

9.7 

20.02 

9.5 

08 Tues 

08.13 

9.4 

20.27 

9.4 

09 Wed 

08.46 

9.3 

20.53 

9.2 

10 Thur 

09.12 

9.0 

21.28 

8.8 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews,co,uk •gemsales@tindlenewsxo.uk • tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL. Printed by NWN Ltd. 





























THE GEM - 3 


Thursday, March 3rd, 2011 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


c 


COWBRIDGE CLUB IS 
A LIFELINE FOR THE 
VISUALLY IMPAIRED 




PHOTOGRAPHS 
by MIKE WILCOCK 


Plans put 
forward for 
waste plant 


A PIONEERING 
club in Cowbridge 
is proving a huge 
benefit to visually- 
impaired people in 
the Vale. 

A spokesman for the 
Insight Club is Spiro 
Sueref, who works for 
Cardiff Vales and 
Valleys for the Blind 
(formerly named 
Cardiff Institute for 
the Blind). 

Spiro co-ordinates 
the club, with others 
and also his sister, 
Maria Karadis, who 
helps with transport 

Spiro said: “we 
enjoy entertaining 
speakers, musical 
events, relevant profes¬ 
sionals for our group 
including benefits 
advice, holiday sugges¬ 
tions, age concern, fire 
service, healthy eating 
and exercise. 

“We also run sum¬ 
mer trips to a variety 
of lovely locations such 
as Tenby, Porthcawl, 
Weston and Cardiff 
Castle. 

“The group also has 
demonstrations of all 
the latest products, 
direct from Cardiff 
Vales and Valleys for 
the Blind, from speak¬ 
ing clocks to speaking 
labellers.” 

He continued: “We 
are also there for each 
other - peer support as 


they say nowadays. 

“Those who have 
experienced sight loss 
can fully empathise 
with those newly-regis¬ 
tered people who are 
still in a state of trau¬ 
ma and confusion, and 
together we can pull 
each other through 
into a new and fuller 
life. 

“Many of our mem¬ 
bers say that their 
friends are envious of 
our social activities 
and team spirit. 

“Brenda Bowen- 
Jones founded the club 
some 11 years ago, and 
treasurer Phillip Jones, 
a retired bank manag¬ 
er, helps enormously 
with organising our 
events and finances. 

“We have the 
Llantwit Major Rotary 
Club involved with 
transport to meetings, 
as well as our own vol¬ 
unteers - and our dar¬ 
ling Rose Harkett who 
makes sure everyone 
is happy with tea and 
biscuits!” 

The group meets 
fortnightly on a 
Wednesday, at 
10.30am- 12.30pm, in 
Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre, and is a club 
for anyone with a visu¬ 
al impairment, and 
their spouses or carers. 


AN application has 
been submitted to 
the Vale Council for 
a waste recycling 
and transfer facility 
on Llandow Trading 
Estate. 

The application comes 
before the Vale Council 
planning committee 
today (Thursday). 

The company making 
the application, Abacus 
Ltd, wants to build a 
covered sorting area, 
with a weighbridge, 
while there will be 12 
storage bays for differ¬ 
ent materials. 

The site will not be 
open to the public, and 
the appication says that 
it expects to handle 
15,000 tonnes of waste 
per year, with three staff 
employed there perma¬ 
nently. 

The application says 
that the tonnage could 
rise to 18,750 after three 
years, and that the facil¬ 
ity will take waste from 
the Vale, Cardiff and 
‘Mid-Glamorgan ’. 

The estimated traffic 
generated in bringing in 
the waste will be, 
according to the appli¬ 
cation, no more than 30 
two-way trips per day. 

Objections have been 
made by all three of the 
local community coun¬ 
cils, at Llandow, Penllyn 
and Langan, and those 
objections focus on 
increased traffic involv¬ 
ing heavy commercial 
vehicles. 

Llandow, in particu¬ 
lar, is concerned about 


more traffic travelling 
through Llysworney, 
while Penllyn 
Community Council 
think that the A48 / 
Pentre Meyrick junction 
will be adversely affect¬ 
ed. 

Langan Community 
Council concentrates its 
objection on more 
traffic passing the local 
primary school. 

However, the high¬ 
ways department of the 
Vale Council does not 
agree with the communi¬ 
ty councils, saying that 
“...the site is part of an 
existing industrial area 
with adequate parking 
and turning on site ” and 
that “.. this proposal 
will not significantly 
increase the number of 
HGVs travelling to and 
from the business park, 
which has several estab¬ 
lished businesses reliant 
on similar traffic. ” 

There are two other 
applications in the 
pipeline for recycling 
facilities in the area, and 
council officers are 
reporting that 90 other 
letters have been 
received, the majority 
being “objections to all 
three current or recent 
recycling applications in 
the locality”. 

The officers ’ report 
adds: “A large number 
of these letters are 
signed identical copies 
of a standard letter. ” 

The officers ’ recom¬ 
mendation is to approve 
the application, although 
a number of conditions 
will be attached. 


Cowbridge Bridge results 

LATEST results are as follows: 

Vale of Glamorgan Bridge Club, Monday, 
February 21 - 1st, Mary Moore and Tony Disley 
69.21 per cent; 2nd, John Henson and Geoff Tinkler 
66.20; 3rd, Marjorie Morris and Bill Turner 59.49; 
4th, Sue Norris and Sue Summerhayes 56.94; 5th, 
Teri Pollard and Mari Jones 54.86; 6th, Linda 
Pinnock and David Wright 52.78. 

Cowbridge & District Bridge Club, Tuesday, 
February 22 - 1st, Mary Thomas and Dennis Barker 
59.50 per cent; 2nd, Hugh Williams and Gordon 
Berrey 58.00; 3rd, Pauline McAllen and John 
Hunter 56.00; 4th, Teri Pollard and David Wright 
55.00; 5th, Pat and Brian Swain 54.50; 6th, Barbara 
and Colin Easterbrook 54.00. BS 


RIGHT: 
Visitor 
Debbie 
Cooke of 
Hub- 
Cowbridge- 
Live and UK 
past 
president 
JC Jones, 



Cowbridge Rotary Club 
unveils 100 years of history 


FEBRUARY 23 was 
National Rotary Day - 
celebrating the 106th 
birthday of Rotary, 
and last Saturday 
Rotarians in 

Cowbridge opened the 
door of the former 
Oxfam Shop in 
Verity’s Court to show 
the community what 
Rotary is all about. 

From the many local, 
national and interna¬ 
tional activities in 
which Rotary is 
involved, one project in 
particular is the eradi¬ 
cation of polio world¬ 
wide, and a display of 


fund-raising efforts for 
this important project 
was highlighted in the 
showcase. 

Special thanks to 
Arthur John & Co for 
giving the Rotary Club 
the use of their premis¬ 
es to present Rotary to 
the people of 

Cowbridge. 

For further informa¬ 
tion about Rotary, and 
Cowbridge Rotary Club 
in particular, contact the 
secretary, Richard 
Griffiths on 01446 
772248 or or 

richardandjudiOl @btin- 
ternet.com NB 



Cowbridge with Llanblethian 

TOWN COUNCIL NEWS 



The newly cleaned-up path that runs from 
Twt Park to the High Street. 


ACTION 
OVER 
FOOTPATH 
THERE was 

prompt action last 
week from the Vale 
Council after the 
state of a town cen¬ 
tre footpath was 
raised at a meeting 
of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian Town 
Council. 

At the meeting, which 
took place on Tuesday, 
February 22, there was 
widespread concern 
about the footpath that 
connects Twt Park with 
the High Street, emerg¬ 
ing close to the pedestri¬ 
an crossing. 

Coun Marian Arnold, 
who is the chairman of 
the leisure and amenities 
committee told the meet¬ 
ing: 

“I am getting so much 
stick from members of 
the public.” 

She added that, as well 
as litter, it was unsafe to 
walk on. Coun John 
Wilks noted that debris 
had blocked the drain, 
and pools of water had 
formed. 

There was some con¬ 
fusion at the meeting 
about whether the Vale 


Council had formally 
adopted the entire path - 
and whether that was the 
reason for the state of the 
path. 

However, work started 
the following day, and 
when The GEM checked 
on the path later in the 
week, the condition was 
much improved. 

Coun Arnold said: 
“The drain has been 
unblocked, the litter is 
gone, and the general 
debris has been collected 
into piles, waiting to be 
taken away. 

“The council must 
have got fed up with me 
ringing to complain!” 

TNDOOR’ 

STREET 

PARTY 

THE GEM report¬ 
ed last week that the 
town council 

intends to make the 
town hall available 
so that residents can 
arrange an ‘indoor’ 
street party to cele¬ 
brate the royal wed¬ 
ding. 

The town hall commit¬ 
tee has been asked to 
arrange the details, but 
Coun John Wilks told 
The GEM that local resi¬ 
dents who wanted to reg¬ 


ister an interest could do 
so at the town hall right 
away. 

He said: “We envisage 
laying out trestle tables 
in both the main hall and 
the lesser hall if there is 
sufficient demand. 

“I think parties of any 
size would be welcome, 
from four to much 
more.” 

He added that that the 
council would like to 
organise entertainment - 
perhaps a talent show.” 

He concluded: “The 


town hall belongs to the 
community, so a free 
event such as this, which 
is open to the whole com¬ 
munity, is a good way of 
giving people back 
something in return for 
their council tax.” 

Coun Andy Banks 
pointed out that the 
‘indoor’ event had two 
definite pluses. 

It would not be affect¬ 
ed by the weather, and it 
would be much easier to 
keep children safe. 



Handmade, 
Fair Trade, Organic 
and Recycled 


Your local quality care home 

Milsom House 


Residential & Nursing Home 

• St Athan • 

Manager Gillian Allison 

Tele phone 01446 750166 

I www.milsomhouse.co.ukl 


Gifted is pleased to announce 
the arrival of 

Ladies Wear 
Spring/Summer 2011 

SARONGS - £5 
MAXI DRESSES - £18 
TUNICS - £15 
Plus much more 

Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 
4 HIGH STREET, BARRY CF62 7DZ 
Tel. 01446 721339 

www.giftedretail.co.uk 






















































Maendy YFC retain top entertainment title 


MAENDY Young Farmers Club recently 
retained their title by winning the 
Glamorgan Young Farmers entertain¬ 
ment competition with their production 
^Seaside Postcard\ 


Gower, Maendy and Gelligaer, with all members on Llantrisant YFC, with a spectacular singing per- tainment is a testament to all involved. Each club 
tenterhooks until the results were announced. Gower formance. Maendy Young Farmers Club will now go gave their all and offered the audience a spectacular 
gave a fantastic time travelling yoghurt-making per- on to Swansea to represent Glamorgan in the Wales evening of song, dance and laughter, 
formance, Gelligaer 'Dress RehearsaV included a Young Farmers entertainment competition on March “Young Farmers is a fantastic opportunity for 
fantastic circus performance and Maendy’s 'Seaside 12-13. Maendy will be performing in the Sunday young people with an interest in rural activities to 
Postcard’’ was a colourful all-singing all-dancing matinee performance at Swansea Grand Theatre, get together to socialise and compete in an environ- 
As always, the seven Glamorgan Young Farmers half an hour. Tickets are available from the box office by calling inent that increases confidence and skills. It is a great 

Clubs gave a spectacular weekend of entertainment. Gelligaer received a highly commended third 01792 475715. foundation for education and for going into employ- 

The standard this year was particularly high, with place, Gower came in a well-deserved second and leuan Rosser, chairman of Maendy Young rnent. 

each club scoring over 60 (out of a possible 100). Maendy retained their title by winning the competi- Farmers, said: “We are absolutely thrilled to have find out how to join Glamorgan Young 

Ben Humphrey, director and actor, from tion. won the competition, having had such a high quality farmers and your nearest club, contact me by email- 

Worcester, had the difficult task of judging. During Will Elliott from Gower YFC won the best actor weekend of entertainment; it was so close between M^wales^lamorganLyjc-wales.org.uk or call- 
his adjudications, Ben gave an entertaining perform- award and Stacey Thomas from Maendy YFC all Young Farmers Clubs. 0/99 o / . 

ance himself with anecdotes and highly commended gained best actress award. Gower YFC also achieved “I would like to thank all members for being so 
each and every club. He stated that the quality of the best technical and best director awards. Connor dedicated to weeks of practising, all the support we 
each performance equalled if not excelled that of Furneux, Gower YFC and Cherish Bevan, Bridgend have received from the club leaders and, of course, 
amateur dramatics. YFC, shared the most promising under-14 award and Richard Harris the scriptwriter and Richard Western, 

The top three YFCs in the competition were the judges award went to Hannah Thomas from the director, for allowing all this to happen.” 

Miranda McGinn, chairman of Glamorgan Young 


Vale postie Pauline delivers 
her challenging talk to club 


AT the February 
meeting of the 
Cowbridge Friendship 
Club, members wel¬ 
comed Postie Pauline 
Eastment, who in fact 
featured in The GEM 


a few weeks ago, fol¬ 
lowing her successful 
climb on Mount 
Kilimanjaro. 

Pauline went on to 
talk about her other 
challenges, which 


..Wi 


BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREF Y BARRI 

PROVISION OF 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 

The Town Council is seeking an experi¬ 
enced architectural or surveying practice 
to provide professional and technical 
advice and services on building and sim¬ 
ilar work undertaken in respect of all 
Council premises. Access to all technical 
disciplines, including architectural, sur¬ 
veying, mechanical and electrical engi¬ 
neering services would be an advan¬ 
tage, but is not essential. The Council 
will require regular reports, involving 
attendance at meetings from time to 
time. 

Please submit your company’s pro¬ 
file, citing examples of contracts under¬ 
taken since 2005, plus three references 
and fee proposals for as many of the dis¬ 
ciplines referred to above as possible. 
The closing date for the receipt of refer¬ 
ences and proposals is Friday, 25 
March. It is intended to award the suc¬ 
cessful tenderer a three year contract 
ending in June 2014. For more informa¬ 
tion please contact: 

Mr C Lewis, Deputy Executive Officer, 
Barry Town Council, Council Offices, 

7 Gladstone Road, Barry CF62 SNA 
Tel: 01446 738663 

Email: cliff lewis @ barrytowncouncil.gov.uk 


started with the mid¬ 
night walk for breast 
cancer research. 

She suddenly 
thought, Hf I can walk 
a marathon, why not 
try running one?’ And 
that was her next chal¬ 
lenge. 

This was followed 
by a sky-dive, walking 
in the Grand Canyon 
and Mount Everest, 
and she also managed 
to walk 90 miles on the 
Great Wall of China. 

Naturally, there 
were some problems 
on the way but being 
such a determined 
lady, these did not 
deter her in anyway. 

Pauline may now 


have a break before 
her next challenge, 
which is still under 
wraps. 

She later enjoyed a 
cup of tea with mem¬ 
bers of the club, who 
next month are hoping 
to have a craft after 

Members are look¬ 
ing forward to their 
April meeting, which 
includes indoor bowls, 
one of their favourite 
pastimes. 

For more informa¬ 
tion about the club, 
please telephone 01656 
668446. 

PAT SMITH, 
(LEADER) 



Farmers Clubs said: “A fantastic weekend of enter- 


Fundraising 
Alice thanks 
her supporters 


ALICE FISHER, a 
pupil at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School, recently 
held a quiz to raise 
funds for a trip to 
South Africa to visit 
the Goedgedacht 
Trust. 

Over a number of 
years, Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
has developed links with 
the trust, which works to 
better the lives of under 
privileged children in 
South Africa. 


A gathering of more 
than 40 enjoyed an 
evening of challenging 
questions and supper. 

The team ‘Life on 
Mars ’ ran out the even¬ 
tual winners after some 
tense tie-break ques¬ 
tions. 

Alice said: “Thank 
you to everyone who 
supported the quiz 
night, which raised 
£400. 

“I’d also like to thank 
all those people who 
have contributed so gen¬ 
erously to all my fund¬ 
raising. ” 


TRAVEL TALK 

THE Cowbridge and District Local History 
Society’s next lecture on Friday, March 4 at 
7.30pm in the Lesser Hall of the Town Hall, 
Cowbridge, will be ‘Early travel and Tourism’ by 
Viv Kelly. 

The Charter day trip will take place on Sunday, 
March 13 to the National Museum of Industry, 
Swansea. All welcome! 


TO LET ON LICENCE 

The following grazing land is available 
by informal tender from April 2011 until 
January 2012: 

2.58 acres opp. Manor House, Sully Road, Penarth 
1.9 acres Sully Road, Penarth 
The following mowing land is available by 
informal tender from April 2011 until 
September 2011: 

37.5 acres at Tredogan, Rhoose 
53.5 acres atTynyplancau, Hensol 
Closing date for receipt of completed Tenders is 
12 noon Wednesday 23 March 2011 

Contact: VALE of GLAMORGAN 

Sian Cornwell-Shaw 
Estates Section 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Civic Offices 
Holton Road 

?ll:0wf7097K BRO MORGANNWG 

E-Mail: scornwell-shaw@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 



GO FOR m illlAKE MORE MONEY 

Q«taini Thomat looking ^ 0o4aoi oppodurity lo bo hii boos, to got ^ about mHHh foork rtmt 
now peofite and oam mora money. 

Gersnt's hard iModi and determnaOon to succeed has meert that hea noar^ trebled his sates and ho ncome 
linco otofting with Atioomorl h October ?0C6 ‘AUoorvw^t prodiids aro top Quolty', fold Gorwnt *AI oodo ct 
businesses use fvm • garoges. car wesnes and car leasnq oonpames to name a lew' 

Would Gersnt recomrnerid an Mosmad trarchoe? 

*Dwrinii)ly^ I'd rnaha tha Mmw daoiwxt again it's hard-work but tm rowanla are fwra - work aod youVa 

bound 10 succeed. 

To reed more of Gerelnt t slory, visit: wvnv.itartautosmart co.uk 

AUTOSMART KAS AN EXCELLENT TERRITORY AVAILABLE IN & AROUND 
CARDIFF INCLUDING: PENARTH. BARRY A STATHAN 

FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE OUR ADVERT IN RECRUITMENT 


mntQnsn 


1^11 01 =^ 


t: 01543 482926 

www.st3rlautosinart.co.ul( 
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Cattle market 
is set to close 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

The Glamorgan 
Marts spokesman said: 
“We are very grateful 
to the hundreds of rep¬ 
resentations made to 
The Vale Council by 
individuals, farmers. 
Members of 

Parliament, Assembly 
Members, NFU, FUW, 
parish councils, includ¬ 
ing, in particular, the 
Town Council of 
Cowbridge, who were 
opposed to the closure 
of the market until an 
alternative use for the 
site had been decided 
upon. 

“We very much 
regret that the market 
has to close but this is 
clearly the decision of 
the Vale Council, who 
made the decision last 
autumn, and have not 
taken into account in 
any material terms the 


representations 

received.” 

Vale MP Alun 
Cairns said: “I tried to 
play a part in facilitat¬ 
ing an agreement 
between each party 
and am very sorry that 
they couldn’t settle on 
an arrangement that 
would have suited 
everyone’s demands.” 

The AM for South 
Wales Central, 

Andrew RT Davies, 
commented: “While I 
appreciate this is ulti¬ 
mately a commercial 
matter for the parties 
concerned, I would sin¬ 
cerely hope that some 
agreement can be 
reached to safeguard 
the future of the mar¬ 
ket for the benefit of 
the rural community in 
the Vale. 

“As I understand it, 
the current agreement 
runs out on March 31, 


which hopefully gives 
some times for both 
parties to consider 
their position. 

“As a farmer myself, 
who was born and 
raised in the Vale, I 
value the contribution 
the market has made 
over the years to rural 
life here, and I would 
urge all parties to do 
their utmost to pre¬ 
serve this important 
part of the Vale’s agri¬ 
cultural trading 
options.” 

The Mayor of 
Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian, Coun 
Len Taylor, said that 
the news was very dis¬ 
appointing. 

He said; “I really 
would urge both par¬ 
ties to get together and 
thrash out an agree¬ 
ment.” 


Cowbridge duo hope 
for big music break 


TWO young 
Cowbridge musi¬ 
cians have a big day 
later this month, as 
they take to the 
stage at Cardiff in a 
competition for 
unsigned bands. 

Joe Housley and 
Tom Bailey from 
Cowbridge sailed 
through the audition 
stage of ‘Live and 
Unsigned 2011 ’ after 
battling other local 
auditionees to secure a 
spot in a live regional 
final showcase on 
March 20 at the Coal 
Exchange in Cardiff in 
front of thousands of 
spectators and a profes¬ 
sional judging panel. 

Joe told The GEM 
that Tom was now liv¬ 
ing in London, which 
meant that rehearsal 
time was a little limited, 
but they were confident 
of putting on a good 


Cowbridge firefighters stop 
car blaze spreading to home 


IT was a busy week¬ 
end for Cowbridge 
firefighters, as they 
reacted quickly to get 
two incidents under 
control. 

On Sunday, (February 
27) the crew raced to a 
car blaze at the City Inn, 
Llansannor, where a 
blazing car had rolled 
down a hill and come to 
rest againstahouse wall. 

The crew used a hose 
reel and breathing appa¬ 
ratus to put the fire out, 
and prevented the fire 


spreading to the house. 

Firefighter Lee Young 
said: “It was a difficult 
fire to deal with, as it 
was on a busy main 
road. 

“As the driver, I had 
to ensure the fire engine 
was parked in a suitable 
but safe position, pro¬ 
viding protection to the 
breathing apparatus 

crew tackling the fire.” 

On the previous day, 
the crew from 
Cowbridge Fire Station 
attended a kitchen fire at 
Geraints Way, 


Cowbridge. When they 
arrived, the occupier had 
used a damp tea towel to 
smother the chip pan, 
and prevented the fire 
developing. 

Firefighter David 
Thomas, a retained fire¬ 
fighter at Cowbridge, 
used his trauma care 
training and gave first 
aid to the lady of the 
house, before she was 
taken to hospital by 
ambulance with bums to 
her hands. 

Watch manager Keith 
White said: “The lady 


did the right thing put¬ 
ting a damp towel over 
the chip pan, and there¬ 
fore preventing a serious 
fire. 

“Please ensure that 
whenever you do use a 
damp towel that you 
leave the chip pan in 
place on the stove. 

“Don’t remove it, 
leave it in place until we 
arrive. 

“Just isolate the 
cooker supply, get out, 
call 999 and get the fire 
service out!” 



show. The best acts also 
get the opportunity to 
play support slots with 
a selection of major 
headlining acts. 

Live and Unsigned 
claims to be the biggest 
original music competi¬ 
tion in the UK for 
unsigned bands and 
artists, attracting more 
than 50,000 entries in 
the past jive years, and 


is open to all genres of 
music. 

The acts are compet¬ 
ing for the chance to 
play at the Live and 
Unsigned festival at the 
02 in London, where 
the overall winner is 
offered a recording and 
management contract 
with Euture Music - 
with an investment of 
up to £50, 000. 


Llantwit 

twinning 

LLANTWIT Major 
Twinning Association 
holds a coffee morning 
in the Llantonian Hall, 
Llantwit Major at 
10.30am on March 5. 

At Ham, St Illtyds 
schoolchildren will be 
singing. Admission £3 
includes free Welsh 
cake and tea or coffee. 
Raffles, stalls. 


Why not read 
your digital 
GEM on line? 
Tell relatives and 
friends who have 
moved out of the 
area to catch-up 
at: WWW. 
cowbridge- 
today.co.uk 
It’s free, too! 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “T^newydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Ladies’ club 

THE newly-formed 
Treoes Ladies’ Club 
which takes place in the 
Saron Chapel vestry 
every other Wednesday 
evening, is proving far 
more successful than 
anticipated. 

The ladies demon¬ 
strate many forms of art 
- whether it is embroi¬ 
dery or knitting. Others, 
like me, just go along 
for a cuppa and a chat! 
Next meeting is on 
March 9 at 7pm. 

Dog plea 

THERE are a number of 
dog owners in the vil¬ 
lage who walk their 
dogs in the wooded area 
of Park Newydd. 

It seems they pick up 
their dogs’ poo and 
place it in bags, which 
is very commendable. 

However, instead of 
returning these to their 
own bins, some owners 
have been depositing 
them on tree branches or 
in the hedge. 

This is rather defeat¬ 
ing the object! So, 
please think of the chil¬ 
dren who play there and 
being curious could per¬ 
haps open the bags. 

Referendum 

THE Treoes community 
hall will be out of 
bounds to the Young at 
Heart members today, 
as it is being used for 
the Assembly 
Referendum. 

Vestry work 

WORK has started on 
the restoration of the St 
Canna’s Church, 
Llangan, vestry. 


The church has been 
allocated £140,000 for 
the work to be carried 
out. 

One can only hope it 
does not become a 
proverbial white ele¬ 
phant, as we already 
have an attractive com¬ 
munity hall in Llangan! 

Saint’s day 

AS in previous years, I 
was invited to the 
Llangan Primary 
School’s St David’s Day 
concert, and I certainly 
was not disappointed. 

With the singing of 
‘Proud to be Welsh’ by 
the whole school, the 
concert then began with 
the nursery and recep¬ 
tion class singing two 
songs, and ‘Golden 
Daffodils’ sung by the 
whole school. 

Nia Evens played a 
Welsh tune on the tenor 
horn; Will and Thomas 
O’Connor performed a 
cornet duet, ‘Men of 
Harlech’. 

There were two 
harpists, Rhys 
Wardhaugh played 
‘Myfanwy’ and ‘Over 
the Rainbow’ and 
Claudia Howells played 
‘Mountain Stream’ and 
‘Hippopotamus Rag’. 

The bardic crown for 
a poem went to Luke 
Smart of year-6 and the 
concert ended with the 
singing of the Welsh 
national anthem. 

A big thank you to 
Lexifor her lovely 
Welsh cakes, from all 
the staff at the school. 


COWBRIDGE FIRE STATION - Recruitment Campaign 




Vacancies for IoqI people at Cowbridge Fire Station 

*1F YOU LIVE WITHIN 5 MINUTES OF COWBRIDGE FIRE 
STATION JHEN WE HAVE AN OPENING FOR YOU” 


COWBRIDGE FIRE STATION is actively seeking men and women aged 18 or 
over from the Cowbridge locality to join their team of retained 
firefighters. Their work as a retained/part time firefighter is the same as 
a full time firefighter, except that they do not respond to emergencies 
from the fire stations, but respond from their own home, or in some cases 
their place of work, when their bleeper/alerter sounds. 


Carl Evans, the Station Manager at 
Cowbridge said “As a retained 
Firefighter you are providing a first class 
service to your neighbours, family, 
friends and the general community of 
Cowbridge. By joining the team here at 
Cowbridge, you can expert to: 

• Earn up to £9660 a year responding 
to emergencies from your own home or 
workplace. 

• Learn new skills and gain a Full 
Modern Apprenticeship in Operations in 
the Community. 

• Provide a service to your communi¬ 
ty where your friends and family live” 

Currently at Cowbridge, working 
alongside the Wholetime firefighters, are 
7 Retained firefighters. Among them is 
David Thomas, a self employed carpenter 
who joined as a retained firefighter in 
2009. “I joined the retained fire service 
at Cowbridge in order to serve the 
community in which I live. Apart from 
the excitement and the challenge of 
attending emergencies, I get satisfaction 


from a job well done, helping the visitors 
and residents of Cowbridge. Whether 
I’m tackling a big fire or dealing with the 
aftermath of a road accident, working 
with a team of firefighters is everything. 
Since joining, the fire service has paid to 
put me through my LGV driving course, 
and emergency driving course, and I am 
now one of the drivers of the fire 
engine.” 

Another firefighter, Lianne Clarke, 
who also joined in 2009 works along 
side her father who is a Retained Crew 
Manager at the station said “I joined the 
Retained Fire Service at Cowbridge as I 
am able to work around my athletic 
training schedule. Being a retained fire¬ 
fighter, I work flexible hours but I am still 
able to have a social life, and carry out 
my athletics training when I am on call. 
When my alerter sounds, I just respond 
immediately from where I am in 
Cowbridge.” 

The 2 newest recruits at Cowbridge, 
Lewis Harrhy and Jason Crouch, joined 


the station in December last year. Jason 
said “since joining the station, I have 
been to a number of fires and road traf¬ 
fic collisions in the Vale, Bridgend and 
Cardiff areas. The sense of job satisfac¬ 
tion you get when working as a team 
member with a fire crew is second to 
none. I have learnt many new skills since 
joining, and I am on my Breathing 
Apparatus, Water Safety and Road Traffic 
Rescue course in March”. 

So come along to Cowbridge Fire 
Station, Druids Green, to see what we 
have to offer you, watch some fire 
fighting demonstrations, talk to the 
team and try some of the tests on 
either Wednesday 9th March or 
Wednesday 16th March, anytime 
between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm. If you 
are unable to make any of these, you can 
ring the Station Manager at Cowbridge 
to arrange an alternative date. Contact: 

Station Manager Carl Evans 
Telephone 07919 227723 
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‘CATALOGUE OF ABUSE’ court told 


Bridgend man 
(55) is jailed 
for sex offences 


A SEX abuser has 
received a 10-year 
extended sentence 
at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Mr Justice John 
Griffith Williams direct¬ 
ed that 5 5-year-old ex¬ 
railway signalman Colin 
Baker of 


Report by 
AJ SICLUNA 


for his own sexual grati¬ 
fication. 

When found out, he 
labelled one of his vic¬ 
tims a liar. 

The offences, she said. 


previous convictions, 
had taken part in “a cata¬ 
logue of abuse” and there came to light last year, 
was evidence of groom- the police were contacted 
ing. and the victims were 

“There is no indication interviewed. 

Bridgend t^^t you feel guilty and When arrested. Baker 
receive a seven-year cus- that you tried to min- said: “Things are going 
todial sentence and to be imise your offending, from worse to worse.” 
on licence for the full 10- There is also no evidence The court was told he 
year period. of any true remorse,” made partial admissions 

He also banned him said the judge. but tried to minimise his 

from working with chil- There was, he contin- guilt, 
dren for life, ordered him ued, no alternative to a At a later stage, he 
to register as a sex prison sentence of some said he had no excuse 
offender indefinitely, and length. and was glad that he had 

the judge also imposed a “J am satisfied there is been found out. 
sexual prevention order, a high-level risk of fur- He also told the police 
Baker admitted 14 ther offending,” said the he was at a loss as to why 
charges involving mde- judge. he behaved in such a 

cent assault, and sexual The fact that he had no manner, 
assault, said by prosecu- previous convictions was His counsel John Ryan 
tor Caroline Rees to have of limited mitigation and “He is not a preda- 
been committed on girls the only full mitigation paedophile It is 

over a number of years, was his clear guilty plea, clear he needs to engage 
pe judge said that Ms Rees said Baker professional servic- 
Baker, a man with no committed the oftences 

“He acted on impulse 
and there were no threats 
and no payment. For five 
years, he served in the 
army.” 

The judge said he had 
to pass a sentence which 
reflected Baker’s total 
criminality. 


Vale AM’s surgeries 

VA LE of Glamorgan Assembly Member Jane 
Hull, will be holding surgeries on Saturday, 
March 5 from 10am-11am at Cow bridge Town 
Hall and from 11.30am-12noon at Rhoose 
Community Centre, Stewart Road. 

No appointment is necessary. For more informa¬ 
tion, call the constituency office on 01446 740981. 


Exhibition 
recalls dark 
days of war 

SEVENTY years ago here in Wales. It’s diffii- 
the skies over Barry cult for those of us who 
droned to the sound didn’t live through this to 
r 11 imagine what life was 

of German bombers, uke back then, 
while the horizon to "To try to help us to 
the west glowed red understand, a group of 
with the fires burn- local historians are hold¬ 
ing the city of exhibition called 

^ ® ^ J ‘Snapshots of Barry dur- 

swansea. I Second World 

During that weejxnd yfar’, at Victoria Park 
m 1941. around 35,000 Cadoxton. 

incendiary bombs and ..pbe exhibition aims 
800 high-explosive ,bow a little of what 

bombs turned Dylan like for local 

Thomas s town tnto a Barrians during the 
smouldering wasteland. Second World War." 

Over 200 people lost {, runs until March 27. 
their lives and hundreds q„ 6. 

more were made home- Victoria Park will step 
less. .... 


back in time, as air raid 


Cardiff had already wardens, GIs and the 
suffered such a fate, and fjgyyig Guards give fami- 
Barry was to also to chance to meet 

experience the pain of the people of the past, 
aerial bombing. 


Taking part 
Swansea commemora¬ 
tions recently, and help¬ 
ing to bring the past to 
life was Barry based 
Second World War reen¬ 
actor and historian Ade 
Pitman. 

He said: “It was veiy 
moving for us living his¬ 
torians to be invited to 
take part in the commem¬ 
orations, as indeed it 
always is when you 
attempt to represent what 
people went through dur¬ 
ing the dark days of 
WW2. My mother and 
her family evacuated to 
Devon due to the 
German bombing, leav¬ 
ing everything behind 


St David’s Day fayre 
a winner for visitors! 



PICTURED: Jane Hutt AM, with Dorothy Connell, 
Rowan Connell and Laura Bates at the Fairtrade stall. 


AST DAVID’S Day fayre at Porthceri Centre drew hundreds of 
visitors, among them Vale AM Jane Hutt, who commented: ^‘With 
crafts, cakes, books, art exhibitions, entertainment, refreshments 
and a Eairtrade stall, the fayre opened by Miss Wales, Courtney 
Hamilton, was a winner!” 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 






PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

I Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. I 
Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers. Range Cookers-gas, 

\ electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


LCD & Plasma TV’s now in stock 
and on display. Also all accessories 
Hdmi leads, set top boxes, etc. 

- all at the lowest prices around!! 


OPEN: Monday-Saturday 9am -5.30pm 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. H 


D 3a TYNEWYDD road, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 
— — at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


i Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • LEG • 


NEWS FROM PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 


Over the People's Bridge - 
and on to St Fagans Castle 


Recently, Val 
O’Donaghue added 
an extra linear walk 
into the Penarth 
and District 
Ramblers’ pro¬ 
gramme that fol¬ 
lowed the Ely Trail 
where Cardiff 
Council is develop¬ 
ing the trail along 
the whole length of 
the River Ely, 
which is suitable 
for both walkers 
and cyclists to use. 

The surrounding area 
that they passed on their 
route from Penarth to St 
Fagans has some inter¬ 
esting history. 

On a dull and damp 
morning, a group of six 
set out from Cogan 
Leisure Centre and 
crossed the Pont y Werin 
or ‘People’s Bridge that 
was opened on July 14, 
2010, over the Ely River. 
Following the trail 
around ‘Asda 
Mountain’, they crossed 
Penarth Road making 
their way towards 
Leckwith Road. 

The Leckwith old 
bridge has a medieval 
connection and when the 
new bridge opened in 


1935 the old one was 
left in place to provide 
access to Leckwith 
Bridge House. 

Made of rubble stone 
its three arches, two of 
which are pointed while 
the central one is semi¬ 
circular, once took carri¬ 
ers’ carts from the salt 
marshes of Leckwith 
Moors on the journey 
through Cadoxton to 
Barry and the open sea. 

Passing under the link 
road, they crossed play¬ 
ing fields between the 
river and Lansdowne 
Garden houses which 
were developed on the 
site of Lansdowne 
Hospital and reached Ely 
Bridge. The group left 
the river to join 
Cowbridge Road East to 
cross Ely Bridge and 
rejoin the trail. 

Near here, the Tower 
Brewery opened in 1855 
and during the 19th cen¬ 
tury in industrialised 
south Wales, it was safer 
to drink beer than to 
quaff the water - as 
many victims of cholera 
outbreaks found. The 
original brewery is now 
the home of Ely 
Brewery workshops. 

Two Bronze Age 
spearheads, five axes 
and part of a sword 


blade dating back to 
between 2,500BC and 
the middle of the 1st 
century were found in St 
Fagans Great Wood in 
1862, during quarrying 
work for stone to con¬ 
struct the Great Western 
Railway. 

In 1922, this wood 
was renamed as 
Plymouth Great Wood, 
after being donated to 
the City of Cardiff by 
the Earl of Plymouth as 
a public recreational 
area. 

The end of their jour¬ 
ney was St Fagans 
Castle, which overlooks 
the Ely Valley and the 
first castle was built by 
the Norman knight Peter 


Museum and the follow¬ 
ing year the grounds 
were opened to the pub¬ 
lic, followed by the cas¬ 
tle. 

Now, it has become 
the National History 
Museum and inside the 
parkland architecture 
from different periods of 
history have been re¬ 
erected and restored. 

On March 5, meet at 
9am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for a 10-mile 
easy walk in and around 
Swansea Bay and 
Gower; contact Val H on 
029 2051 3274. 

On March 6, meet at 
10am at Cogan for a 5- 
mile easy walk at Radyr 


Le Sore in 1091. When a Woods and the 
large Elizabethan cqun- Glamorgan Canal; con- 


try house was built by 
Dr John Gibbon in the 
1580s, the surviving 
medieval buildings were 
removed and lost. 

Much later, after the 
estate passed into the 
hands of the Earl of 
Plymouth, it was donat¬ 
ed in 1946 for the open¬ 
ing of the Welsh Folk 


tact Krys on 029 2070 
0678. 

Rucksack badges, pro¬ 
grammes and member¬ 
ship advice can be 
obtained from Pam on 
029 2021 9102. 

JOY STRANG- 

WARD 


Castleton Park, 
St Athan 


ANNOUNCING 
RE-DEVELOPMENT 
OF PITCHES FOR 
STATE-OF-THE-ART 
RESIDENTIAL CHALETS 

* Scenic views with a 
countryside aspect 

* Safe & secure environment 

* Suitable for retired residents 
over 50 


Please call for further information 

07979 291286 
or 07880 804205 
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Drilling in rural 
Vale plan sparks 
angry responses 


I report by PHILIP IRWIN 

test drill for natural 
gas at a unit on 


website or telephone 
number and the postal 
address on the applica¬ 
tion relates to a Bridgend 


Industrial 


the surface via the bore further, 
hole. Mr Cairns added: 

Mr Cairns said: “The believe that the appli- Business Centre loca- 
process has been used in cants, Coastal Oil and tion.” 
the US for many years Gas Ltd, haven’t even “This is worrying and 
The company believes and has resulted in gas made contact with the j work with the 

there could be commer- and chemicals contami- local community to sim- cinH 

cial qualities of ‘shale nating surface and ply advise of their inten- ^ 

built up in shale ground water supplies. tions. 


Llandow 

Estate.. 


gas 

deposits around 700 
metres below ground. 


‘This is one of the 
most precious parts of 


I have failed to find a 


land owners to ensure 
that their voices are 
heard.” 


Coastal Oil and Gas, south Wales and I find it 
based in Bridgend difficult to believe that 
Industrial Estate, is a anyone would consider 
company that has been such an activity in such a 
investigating gas sensitive area, 

deposits in the area in “It is close to the 
recent years, including Heritage Coast and abuts 
looking at disused coal areas of Grade 1 agricul- 
mines that have now tural land, very little of 


filled with methane. 


which exists across 


However, environ- Wales, 
mental groups have “The Tyndall Centre at 
responded by question- Manchester University 
ing the safety of the published a report earlier 
process that would be this year. Their analysis 
used to extract the gas - concluded the substances 


if conditions 
deemed right. 


were have toxic, carcinogenic 
or other hazardous prop- 


The unlikely team of erties.’ 

Conservative MP Alun Andy Chyba said: 
Cairns and Andy Chyba, “The worst case scenario 
the chairman of the is that you are having 
Bridgend Green Party, these chemicals being 
both raised concerns pumped underground 
about a technique called and they leak into 
‘hydraulic fracturing’ or aquifers or into ground- 
‘fracking’ as it has come water.” 


to be known. 


A spokesman for 


Hydraulic fracturing Coastal Oil and Gas was 
involves pumping a mix- reported this week as 
ture of sand, water and saying that the drilling 
chemicals underground was purely a test drilling, 
at high pressure to break and that the company 
up the shale and release would come back with 
the shale gas, which is detailed proposals if it 
then supposed to rise to contemplated going any 


Vale Ramblers 
taste bracing air 
of Southerndown 


THE Vale 
Ramblers met up 
at Llantwit Major 
railway station car 
park on a cool, 
grey Sunday morn¬ 
ing last month. 

Inland, the tempera¬ 
ture didn’t seem too 
cold, but once the group 
moved to the start of the 
walk at the top car park 
near Southerndown 
Beach, the bracing sea 
air woke everyone up. 

As quickly as possi¬ 
ble, the 14 ramblers put 
on their walking gear 
and moved off under the 
leadership of Kathy 
Phillips. 

Along the trail, the 
group was joined by 
Margaret, chair of the 
Vale Ramblers, who has 
just returned from 
Australia, where she has 
spent two months with 
her family. 

She had wisely decid¬ 
ed to do only part of the 
walk as she is still 
recovering from jet lag. 
Her tales of tempera¬ 
tures around 40 degrees 
and of walking in shorts 
and sandals had many 
wishing they had been 
with her! 

There is a local leg¬ 


end which says that as 
you drive under a partic¬ 
ular bridge on the route, 
a ghost gets into the 
back seat of your car, 
cadging a lift up the hill 
to where he used to live. 
Everyone inspected the 
next few cars that 
passed but no-one saw 
any ghostly apparitions! 

Spring is definitely 
on its way and we saw 
the evidence. After 
walking down a muddy 
lane between two 
hedges back to 
Southerndown, the 
group moved carefully 
through fields contain¬ 
ing new born lambs, 
who were eager to get 
out of the way, running 
back to their mothers for 
reassurance and milk. 

Anyone wishing to 
know more about the 
Vale Ramblers should 
go to the website 
www.valeofglamorgan- 
ramblers.co.uk where 
under the heading 
‘walks ’ there is a link to 
this season’s walks pro¬ 
gramme. We are already 
looking forward to the 
summer; the new pro¬ 
gramme will be avail¬ 
able in the next few 
weeks. 

GWENDA 

FITZPATRICK 


‘Will Leader accept 
litter challenge?’ 


VALE Council leader 
Gordon Kemp has 
been challenged by a 
Llanmaes resident to 
tour roads between 
Llanmaes and 
Llysworney, and also 
the A48 to Bridgend, 
to see litter problems. 

David Jones of 
Llanmaes, has been 
complaining about the 
increasing amounts of 
litter on the roadsides 
and verges, particularly 
near the Llandow 
Karting Centre. 

He said that the prob¬ 
lem then extends along 
the road to Atlantic 
College. 

Mr Jones said that he 
has drawn it to the 
attention of council offi¬ 
cers. 

He originally received 
a reply from the Vale 
Council stating that a 
supervisor had visited 
the area and only found 
four items of litter. 

The letter stated that 
someone from the waste 
management team had 
been in attendance. 

But Mr Jones then 
replied that the area 
alongside the race track 


and sent pictures to the 
council. 

He added: “After 
viewing these images, it 
must be apparent to you 
that there is a serious lit¬ 
ter problem in the 
Llandow area. ” 

He urged the council 
not to hide behind the 
mantle of economic cuts, 
and said it was not good 
enough for a council 
that proposed to be 
‘green ’. 

He urged the council 
to tackle the problem 
before spring growth 
covers it up, leaving lit¬ 
ter to fester until it is 
exposed again next win¬ 
ter. 

Mr Jones has now 
contacted Coun Kemp 
and invited him to take a 
car journey from 
Llantwit Major to 
Bridgend via Llysworney 
and the A48 with a view 
to litter spotting. 

He went on: “You will 
be disappointed, maybe 
angry, maybe depressed 
to say the least, but you 
will surely demand 
action. ” 

Coun Gordon Kemp 
said: “Further inspec- 


at Llandow on both sides tions are being carried 


was “festooned” with 
litter and he said that 
whoever told the council 
there was no litter was 
either in a different part 
of the Vale or oblivious 
to litter as a problem. 

Mr Jones went out on 
his bike with a camera 


out by waste manage¬ 
ment and cleansing offi¬ 
cers and further corre¬ 
spondence will be sent to 
Mr Jones once these are 
completed. We are happy 
to arrange for Mr Jones 
to meet with one of our 
officers on site. ” 


Vale MP’s surgery 

THE Vale MP, Alun Cairns, will be holding 
advice surgeries on Eriday, March 4, at the fol¬ 
lowing locations: 1.30pm - 3pm at the Citizens 
Advice Bureau offices, 119 Broad Street, Barry; 
4pm - 5.30pm at Llantwit Major Youth Centre, 
Station Road, Llantwit Major. 

Anyone in the Vale is welcome to attend. Call 
01446 403814 to make an appointment. 


PACT MEETINGS 

CADOC PACT, Palmerston Community and 
Learning Centre, March 4 at 2pm; 

COURT PACT, Scout Hah, Ilminster Street, Barry, 
March 10 at 7pm; 

RHOOSE PACT, Pox and Hounds public house, 
Llancarfan, March 6, at 3pm; 

ST ATHAN, The Gathering Place on March 6, from 
2pm-4pm; 

PETERSTON-SUPER-ELY, coffee and chat meet¬ 
ing, Three Horseshoes public house, March 7 at 
11am; 

PENDOYLAN Community Council meeting, 
Pendoylan school, March 10 at 7.45pm; 
PLYMOUTH PACT, Brockhih Way Community 
Centre on March 9, 7pm. 

If you have any issues that are affecting your quali¬ 
ty of life, but are unable to attend a meeting, contact 
your local Neighbourhood Policing or log onto 
WWW. ourbobby. com 


SWOOSH TEAM ARE A 
‘CREDIT TO THE VALE’ 



FIVE members of 
the Swoosh editorial 
group in the Vale 
travelled by bus to 
Anglesey to take 
part in the annual 
CLIConline residen¬ 
tial weekend 
(February 18-20). 

Swoosh.me.uk, part of 
the CLIConline network, 
offers advice and infor¬ 
mation to young people 
aged 11-25 throughout 
the Vale, and holds 
monthly editorial group 
meetings where young 
people are given the 
opportunity to steer the 
website and its content. 

Users can upload their 
own stories, images and 


events, share them on 
Pacebook and Twitter and 
comment on stories that 
matter to them. 

The five: Chloe Parris, 
Chloe Webber, Adam 
Phillips, Chrissi Tsenti 
and Olivia Williams took 
part in team building, 
website development 
exercises and creative 
activities. 

Swoosh editor 


Dominique LeSauteur, 
praised their maturity and 
hard work over the chal¬ 
lenging weekend. 

“These five young peo¬ 
ple from the Swoosh edi¬ 
torial group in the Vale 
were extremely excited 
about the CLICo nli ne res¬ 
idential in Anglesey. 

“It was an opportunity 
to meet hkeminded young 
people from ah comers of 


Wales; to find out more 
about the regional web¬ 
sites; to shares their 
views, ideas and experi¬ 
ences; as well as have lots 
of fun! 

“The 10-hour coach 
journey was worth every 
second just to see to posi¬ 
tivity shown by these 
individuals from the Vale 
and others from across the 
country.” 


Residents ‘confused’ by scheme 

MANY Vale residents have been streets for days as residents try to 
left confused since the introduction guess which is the right day for col- 
of the kitchen waste scheme, a lection.’’ 

councillor claimed this week. u ■ . / n 

Coun Richard Bertin (independ- 

ent) said: “It has meant that waste council calling for better informa- 
and recycling has been left on the tion to be provided to residents. 



HUGE STOCK 


I CLEARANCE I 


Massive reductions on 
selected lines in our 
unmissable clearance event. 


5TH-6TH MARCH 

WHILE STOCKS LAST 


Cowbridge Road i 

Pontyclun LG© CGS 
CF72 8XU You're home 

leekes.co.uk 
Tel;0845 050 8240 
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Son threatens 
to burn down 
mum’s house 


A YOUNG man has 
been given a suspend¬ 
ed sentence at Cardiff 
Crown Court for 
threatening to burn 
down his mother’s 
home.. 

He told her: “I’m 
going to get somebody to 
do your house, and I’m 
going to bum it down 
with you in it.” 

Mark Burnett (21) of 
Bridgend, pleaded guilty 
before Vale magistrates 
to threatening to commit 
criminal damage and was 
committed to the Crown 
Court for sentence. 

He was jailed for a 
year, suspended for two 
years, and ordered to 
carry out 100 hours 
unpaid work. 

A restraining order 
was also imposed, pre¬ 
venting him from 
approaching his mother. 

She had told the court 
earlier: “He badly needs 
help to control his anger. 
He never actually started 
a fire, and afterwards he 
said he was sorry. I’ll try 
my best to help him. He 


AJ SICLUNA 


has never assaulted me, 
but he has frightened 
me.” 

She did not reveal her 
latest address. 

Prosecutor Rebecca 
Griffiths said there had 
been “domestic prob¬ 
lems” with Burnett. 

At around 11.15am on 
January 10, Burnett went 
to his mother’s home in 
Bridgend and stood on 
the doorstep calling her a 
slut and a bitch. 

“He was very angry,” 
said Ms Griffiths. 

At the house were his 
mother and his brother, 
and they were aware of 
Burnett kicking the front 
door and they feared it 
would cave in. 

He was repeatedly 
asked to leave, refused 
and said: “I’m going to 
get somebody to do your 
house and I am going to 
burn it down with you in 
it.” 

He left, but his mother 
believed he was capable 


of carrying out the threat. 

In an impact state¬ 
ment, she told the police 
she could not cany on 
with such an experience, 
and now wished to leave 
the area. 

She added: “I’m hav¬ 
ing to look over my 
shoulder all the time,” 
and said she was in con¬ 
stant fear. 

Burnett told the police 
that his relationship with 
his mother was some¬ 
times good, sometimes 
not, and claimed that she 
had insulted him. 

The court was told that 
he admitted that while in 
custody, he had said: 
“I’ve got to get out of 
here. I’ve got houses to 
burn down.” 

He also said that if he 
was released on bail, he 
would obtain petrol and 
burn down the house. 

He was said to have 
convictions for 11 
offences, three of which 
related to his mother and 
involved criminal dam¬ 
age and affray, and 
threatening to damage 
property by burning 
down her house. 

His counsel, Peter 
Harding-Roberts, said: 
“He has significant 
health problems.” 

He said that when he 
met him before the hear¬ 
ing, he was “quiet, calm, 
polite and respectful.” 
He added: “His behav¬ 
iour didn’t match that of 
the offence, and he 
informed me that he 
loves his mother to bits.” 

Mr Harding-Roberts 
said she had tried to visit 
him when on remand, but 
was not allowed to. 

“He accepts he needs 
help, specifically from a 
psychologist, and he has 
an insight into his explo¬ 
sive anger. Many people 
say ridiculous things 
which they do not mean. 

“If the court sends him 
to prison, what good 
would it do? He is a gen¬ 
uinely very, very unhap¬ 
py young man and he has 
inflicted injury upon 
himself. 

“He feels he is in a 
cycle of hopelessness.” 


Llanblethian, Cowbridge CF71 7JF 

01446 772995 ^ 

For 

Value for 
Money 

best Welsh 
produce 
fo od. 

NEW 

Seasonal a la carte Menu available 
with daily changing 
Fresh Fish Specials Board and 
Meat & Game Specials Board 
Children’s Menu 
pre pared by award winning ch efs 

A Pub and Restaurant with Real Ales, Real 
Fires and Real Food. 

Come & dine with us next to our cosy iog 
fires. A warm weicome awaits you! 

We are easy to find - just travel to the west end of 

Cowbridge High Street and take the B4270 Llantwit 
Major road and we are 400 metres on the left. 



Vale AM is set to 
meet new 
Ambulance chief 


THE Vale’s 
Assembly Member 
has arranged a 
meeting with the 
regional director of 
the Ambulance 
Service following 
the case of a 92- 
year-old woman 
who had to wait for 
almost two hours 
for an ambulance. 

The woman, who fell 
over in a Cowbridge 
supermarket last 
month, had fractured 
her hip and needed an 
operation. 

At the time Vale AM 
Jane Hutt said she had 
been shocked by how 
long the woman had 
been forced to wait. 

Ms Hutt said: 

“After calling for an 
urgent meeting with the 
new regional director 
Nick Smith, I can con¬ 
firm that I will be meet¬ 
ing with the Ambulance 
Service along with 
Coun Gwyn John, on 


March 16 and will 
report back on the out¬ 
come.” 

Coun John from 
Llantwit Major visited 
the Ambulance Service 
HQ in Cwmbran last 
year, and said that at 
the time response times 
in the Vale appeared to 
be improving. 

However, he told The 
GEM that the latest 
case might be a sign 
that things were slip¬ 
ping back. 

Coun John favours a 
‘rural Vale emergency 
dispatch point’ with two 
ambulances available 
because the Vale is out 
on a limb. 

The Ambulance 
Service has said it will 
not comment on indi¬ 
vidual cases, but if a 
family contacts them, 
they will be happy to 
discuss a particular 
case. 


Farmers’ efforts 
raise cash for t’wo 
worthy charities 


A TOTAL of £2,000 
has been split and 
donated to two 
Welsh charities - 
thanks to NFU 
Cymru members in 
Glamorgan. 

Representatives from 
the Stroke Association, 
Wales, and Velindre 
Hospital were presented 
with a £1,000 cheque at 
the recent Glamorgan 
NFU Cymru County con¬ 
ference. 

On presenting the 
cheques, Andrew Oliver, 
Glamorgan NFU Cymru 
County chairman said: 
“On behalf of Glamorgan 
NFU Cymru, I am privi¬ 
leged to be able to pres¬ 
ent these cheques to two 
worthwhile causes. 

“A special thank you 
must go to all NFU 
Cymru members and 
staff in Glamorgan who 
have over the past 12 
months organised and 
taken part in many 
events, including a golf 
day and a NFU Cymru 
county luncheon.” 



ABOVE and 
RIGHT: Andrew 
Oliver presents 
cheques to Bridget 
Stadden, the Stroke 
Association’s 
fundraising 
manager for Wales, 
and Andrew Morris, 
head of fundraising 
at Velindre Hospital. 


YOUNGSTERS BESIEGE RUGBY 
STARS IN LEEKES STORE SIGNING 


TWO Welsh rugby 
stars were kept busy 
at Leekes’ 

Llantrisant store last 
week, signing auto¬ 
graphs for a host of 
young admirers. 

Props Adam Jones 
and Gethin Jenkins 
popped into the store last 
Thursday, for the event 
held in association with 
Under Armour, to cele¬ 
brate the RBS 6 Nations 
Championship. 

The young fans visit¬ 
ed the store as part of 
their half term rugby 
session with Fairplay 
Rugby, which works 
with local schools and 
communities to encour¬ 
age children between the 
ages of 6-10 to take part 
in fun rugby sessions. 

Jon Bunyan, organiser 
of Fairplay Rugby, com¬ 
mented: “This was a 



great opportunity for the 
youngsters to meet two 
of today’s rugby greats. 
You could see they were 
really inspired to meet 
Adam and Gethin and 
they played with 
renewed vigour when we 


got back on the pitch in 
the afternoon!” 

Store manager, Glyn 
Morgan, said: “We had a 
great turnout on the day, 
lots of local people came 
along to get Adam and 
Gethin’s signatures on 


their rugby memorabilia. 
It was great to welcome 
rugby fans into the store 
and to see so many boys 
and girls getting 
involved in our nation’s 
game.” 


PICTURED, left to 
right: Olivia Enoch, 
Kate Workman, Adam 
Jones, Iwan Price- 
Thomas, Lloyd 
Wilkins and Gethin 
Jenkins. 


^ Word from the Head’ 


At St. John’s, we believe that education is 
much more than academic achievement. 

Widely recognised by experts, the importance 
of a rounded experience, provides a positive and 
useful education. We embody this ethos at St. 
John’s ensuring all children in our care are given 
the best possible start to provide for the best pos¬ 
sible future. 

We understand and value every child for their 
individuality so our approach to childcare in the 
Nurseries reflects this philosophy. We want to 
make sure that each child is nurtured and their 
capabilities are fostered so that they enjoy school 
and build on their successes. 

Children from 3 months to pre-school age 
enjoy a relaxed, caring environment, surrounded 
by a fully qualified team. Our mission is to ensure 
that every single child is given the opportunity to 
realise their full potential, this process begins in 
the Nursery with children learning through play in 
line with the Early Years Foundation Stage cur¬ 
riculum for learning. 

Children attending any of our three Day 
Nurseries are guaranteed a place in the Pre-Prep 
Department at St. John’s in Tutshill, Chepstow, 
where they continue to learn in a number of dif¬ 
ferent ways. They learn to swim in our own 
swimming pool, dance and act in the Hall, learn to 
count, read, use a computer with time outside of 


the classroom taking part in play, sport and exer¬ 
cise and learning about nature in our beautiful sur¬ 
roundings. 

Family values are an integral part of life at St. 
John’s. Our boarding house is family-mn provid¬ 
ing a real ‘home from home’. Children learn to 
live, work, share and play together, learning how 
to grow up being kind and considerate to others. 
Having mentors in our older pupils is a natural 
way of learning this for our younger children. 

Our senior school scholarship record speaks for 
itself. More than half of the children who leave us 
at the end of Year 8 do so with a scholarship to the 
senior school of their choice, testimony to our 
ability to prepare children fully for the next stage 
of their education. 

St. John’s welcomes children of all abilities and 
offers a range of scholarships and 
means-tested bursaries (up to 100%) to ensure that 
a wide spectrum of youngsters can enjoy the 
benefit of an independent preparatory school 
education. 

The next Open Morning takes place in 
Tutshill, Chepstow on Saturday 12th March from 
9.30am - 12 noon. All welcome. If you would 
like further details, please contact Mrs Anne 
Etchells, Registrar on 01291 622045. E-mail: 
registrar@stjohnsonthehill.co.uk or visit the web¬ 
site: www.stjohnsonthehill.co.uk 
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Judge compliments standard 
of Heritage Coast competition 


ALAN SHEPHERD 
of Gwynfa Camera 
Club judged Barry 
Camera Club’s 
annual set subject 
competition, ‘The 
Heritage Coast’, 
something he felt 
passionate about and 
had studied photo¬ 
graphically many 
times. 

Alan’s judging was 
consistent and accurate, 
and our entries 
impressed him. 

In the monochrome 
print category, in third 


place was Toward Traeth 
Beach by Rob Owens - a 
classic shot of cliffs. In 
joint third place was 
Near Llantwit Major 
Beach by Hugh Winnan 
- a dramatic and very 
interesting shot. 

In second place was 
Digging For Lugworms 
by Steve Durbin - taken 
at a low level, showing 
two men busy digging 
for lugworms. 

The winner was On 
The Beach by Rob 
Owens - lighting condi¬ 
tions made this an evoca¬ 
tive and memorable 
image. 

In the colour print cat¬ 


egory, in third place was 
IJantwit Major Sunset by 
Barbra Archdale-Smith - 
a study of Llantwit 
Major beach and cliffs. 

In joint third place 
was Nash Point Face by 
Steve Durbin - a low 
angled shot of rock and 
cliffs. 

In second place was 
Merthyr Mawr View by 
Jamie Archdale-Smith - 
coastal view across the 
bracken and Ogmore 
river estuary towards 
Merthyr Mawr. 

In first place was 
Llantwit Major 1 by Rob 
Owens - beautiful wet 
boulders showing details 


Ty Hafan winners 


THE following are winning 
numbers in the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lottery draw 
number D659. 

• The rollover, which now stands 
at £500, was not won. 

• £2,000: 251470. 

• £10:133983; 436050; 795526; 
190915; 656426; 838685; 200523; 
248327; 786738; 678090; 254906; 
412205; 564451; 198532; 407556; 
452565; 622160; 469692; 440588; 
860732. 

• £5: 296395; 575418; 120571; 
569922; 450508; 130467; 807587; 
500381; 693907; 879196; 994602; 


143654; 610560; 572049; 357812; 
229122; 123137; 388758; 357457; 
824863; 756983; 568408; 373863; 
831619; 850375; 259239; 251753; 
178200; 988419; 421667; 602823; 
429038; 257582; 748213; 245077; 
542308; 571526; 556360; 442269; 
380503; 635110; 753958; 439809: 
876413; 616141; 793295; 171761 
735488; 489552; 494733; 816587 
358322; 899054; 249436; 585095 
934097; 329224; 752808; 674755 
634381. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible 
for any errors or omissions contained in 
the above.nFor lottery information 
please call telephone 02920 672062. 


of seaweed and wet sand. 

In the projected 
images category, in joint 
third place was Rhoose 
Point by Mike Lewis - 
Triassic cliffs with the 
beach and sea as the cen¬ 
tre of interest. 

Also in third place 
was The Old Lighthouse, 
Marcross by Mike Lewis 

- a simple, but effective, 
shot. In second place was 
The Knap by Noel Taylor 

- a beautiful image with 
a moody, brooding sky. 

The winner was 
Towards Breaksea Point 
by Brian Trego - a black 
and white projected 
image, with magnificent 
atmosphere and tension. 

Chairman Steve 
Durbin gave a vote of 
thanks to Alan for his 
well considered com¬ 
ments, decisions, time 
and efforts. 

Barry Camera Club 
meets every Friday 
evening from 7pm- 
9.30pm between 
September and May at St 
Francis Millennium 
Centre, Porth-y-Castell, 
Barry Garden Suburb, 
Barry, CF62 6NX. New 
members are always wel¬ 
come to attend with no 
obligation to join. 

Barbra Archdale-Smith 
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ridiculously comty beds 
you'll love coming home to. 





Bliss - Double 

Offering amazing comfort for an amazing price, the Sensaform 
Bliss is a great value way to start enjoying the benefits of our 
exclusive Sensaform memory foam technology. 

Includes 2 drawers. 
Our Full Price £799:95 • 
Sale Price £39935 

PVus e xtra 10% off 

£359.95 

sa/e £440 


Headboard available a1 


t. Pillows excluded. 


Solace - Double 

With a generous layer of memory foam and amazing 
supportive individual pocket springs. A perfect 
combination of comfort and support. 

Includes 2 drawers. 

Our Full Price £1499^5" 

Sale Price £599:95 

Plus extra 10% off 

^ 539-95 

sa/e £660 

Headboard available at extra cost. Pillows excluded. 




Allure - Double 

With its sumptuous deep layer of memory foam, ‘Orthozone' 
individual pocket springs and a state of the art temperature 
and moisture management system. The perfect bed 
for those who really value their comfort. 

Includes 2 drawers. 
Our Full Price £4999^5* 
Sale Price £699:95 

Plus extra 10% off 

£ 629-95 

sa/e £770 

Headboard available at extra cost. 



Sleepmasters 


your 1st choice for BEDS | 


Bridgend, Waterton Retail Park (within Harveys) 
Telephone (01656) 769 135 


Buy online at www.sleepmasters.co.uk 


All beds may not be available in all stores, ‘interest Free Credit available for 5 months on orders over £150,10 months on orders over 
£299,20 months on orders over £499,30 months on orders over £699 and 40 months on orders over £999. All orders require a minimum 
10% deposit. Credit available subject to status to UK residents 18 years or over. Finance provided by IKANO Financial Services Ltd, 
Adam House, Players Court, Player Street, Nottingham NG7 5LN. Delivery of beds and mattresses priced separately at £35 and delivery 
of furniture priced accordingly - see instore for details. Our Full price is the price that was charged in the following stores from 23/11/10 
- 21/12/10. • Oldham, Wigan, Aintree, Stockton, Wolverhampton, Darlington, Andover, Erdington, Reading, Carmarthen, Swansea, 
Chelmsford, Thurrock, Gateshead, Manchester, Watford, Newport isle of Wight and Londonderry. ■ Bury, Oldham, Stockport, Wakefield, 
Leicester, Ashton, Northampton, Hereford, Bedford, Orpington, Croydon, Basingstoke, Colindale, Durham, Widnes, Connswater 
and Lichfield, a Sheffield, Huddersfield, Blackpool, Farnham, Wolverhampton, Burton, Derby, Banbury, Telford, Norwich, Castleford, 
Wembley, Nottingham, Cwmbran, Hull, Speke, Romford and Londonderry. Pictures for illustration purposes only. Extra 10% off and free 
pillows end on Tuesday 22nd March 2011. 
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Happy ending to a tense 
situation in chaotic Libya 


T he return of 

Richard Foscolo 
from Libya herald¬ 
ed one of the most frus¬ 
trating and satisfying 
weeks since I was elected 
last year. 

It was an extremely tense 
time. Angie Foscolo and her 
family were worried, alarmed 
and anxious about Richard, who 
was stranded in Ghani, a Libyan 
desert oilfield. 

My first contact with Angie 
Foscolo came on Tuesday after¬ 
noon when she tried to contact 
me at the House of Commons. 

As it was half-term, my time 
was more flexible and thankful¬ 
ly, I had more opportunity to 
chase various people about the 
issues. Clearly by Tuesday 
evening, the situation was get¬ 
ting worse. 

The only contact the family 
had managed to make with 
Richard over a 48-hour period 
was a two-minute telephone 
conversation and a short e-mail 
from his friend’s computer. 

The communication links 
with the desert oil field were 
negligible - to both the family 
and to the Embassy in Tripoli. 

It was obvious to the family 
that although Richard main¬ 
tained he was well and not trou¬ 
bled; they could tell that he was 
extremely worried. 

From conversations with the 
Foreign Office and Richard’s 
employer, we had calculated 
\^iat security personnel had left 



Vale MP Alun 
Cairns reports to 
GEM readers 

the site. We had received 
reports of looting - where com¬ 
puters and mobile phones were 
being stolen and we were con¬ 
cerned that normal communica¬ 
tions for food and drink were 
running low. 

By Wednesday, we felt that 
the only way to increase the 
pressure was to use the press 
and media. 

Angie Foscolo is a very pri¬ 
vate person and to champion an 
issue on UK News was well 
outside her comfort zone but 
she did amazingly well. 

She pressed all the right but¬ 
tons to draw attention. 

Local and UK newspapers 
and network television covered 
the events, increasing pressure 
on Richard’s employers and the 
Foreign Office. 

I spoke countless times to the 
Foreign Office and communi¬ 
cated with the Minister directly. 

By Thursday evening, a net¬ 
work television company 


received an anonymous call to 
say that Richard had been trans¬ 
ported to Tripoli. A few hours 
later a similar message came 
from elsewhere. Was the news 
too good to be true? 

Calls to the Foreign Office 
wouldn’t confirm anything, 
although we were optimistic 
from the tone of their responses. 
Without confirmation, we 
decided to keep it to ourselves 
until it was confirmed. 

At 3.30am, Angie received a 
call from Richard, who had 
landed in Gatwick. We were 
ecstatic! 

The series of events were 
nothing short of a rollercoaster. 

I want to use this opportunity to 
pay tribute to Angie and 
Richard, to their parents and to 
their wider family for the way 
they handled themselves; no 
panic, just persistence and a 
determination to draw attention 
to those who at that time had 
been ignored by the FCO. 

I have no doubt that Angie, 
Richard and family played a 
significant part in forcing the 
government to change tack and 
to ensure that the Prime 
Minister and William Hague 
took personal control. 

There are many lessons to 
learn and I highlighted the 
Foscolo case on the floor of the 
House of Commons earlier this 
week. 

The PM recognised the facts 
and said that he would make 
changes to the system. ^ 
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Win tickets for the big 
Wales V England match at 
the Millennium Stadium! 


THE Glamorgan 
GEM has teamed 
up with 

McDonald’s restau¬ 
rant franchisee 
Huw Thomas to 
offer a pair of 
match tickets to 
watch the sell-out 
Wales vs England 
football game at 
the Millennium 
Stadium in Cardiff 
on Saturday, 

March 26 at 3pm, 
as the two rivals 
play each other for 
the 100th time. 

Huw Thomas runs the 
Cardiff Road 
McDonald’s restaurant 
in Barry, and will be 
cheering on the Welsh 
national team as they 
battle it out in this high¬ 
ly anticipated UEFA 
Euro 2012 qualifying 
match - and now you 
could be a part of the 
action too! 

The two sides last 
met in 2005, and being 
such a highly anticipated 
game, the match is 
already sold out, with 
both sets of fans making 
the journey to Wales’ 
national stadium to 
watch the teams com¬ 
pete for the vital three 
points. 

McDonald’s has been 
the community partner 
of the Welsh FA and the 
Welsh Football Trust 
since 2002 and supports 
the FAW Club 
Accreditation 
Programme and the 
FAW Football Leaders 
Award - both initiatives 
aim to provide quality 
grassroots football 
through improved 
coaching and facilities 
for clubs across Wales. 

Ian Rush, 

McDonald’s director of 
Welsh football said: 
“Next to being on the 
field playing, there’s 
nothing quite like sitting 
in the stands among 
thousands of other pas¬ 
sionate fans, watching a 
game live. That atmos¬ 
phere is even more elec¬ 
tric when the two teams 


are Wales and England. 
I’ve got no doubt that 
the lucky winner will 
have a great time - let’s 
just hope The Dragons 
win!” 

McDonald’s fran¬ 
chisee, Huw Thomas, 
said: “As a fan of Welsh 
football. I’m pleased to 
be able to offer one 
lucky winner two tickets 
to this historic game. 

“As a proud supporter 
of McDonald’s Football 
Accreditation Scheme, 
which helps to develop 
grassroots football in the 
area, I hope it’s not too 
long before we see more 
players from Barry 
make our national 
team!” 

To be in with a 
chance of winning a pair 
of tickets, simply 
answer the following 
question: Who is 
Wales ^all-time top 
goalscorer at interna¬ 
tional level? 

The first correct 
answer to be randomly 
selected will be notified 
that they have won on or 
before Friday, March 11 
(Closing date March 
10). 

Media Partner Prize 
Promotion Provisions 

1. Rules: Please note that, 
in addition to these provi¬ 
sions, entrants are bound 
by both the promoter’s 
T&C’s (available on 
request) and the 
Supplemental Rules for 
Third Party Promotions 
Featuring Football- 
Themed Prizes Supplied 



by McDonald’s (General 
Rules) at www.mcdon- 
alds. CO. uk/policies/foot- 
ball-terms-and-condi- 
tions.shtml 

2. Participants: Must be 
18 and over and UK resi¬ 
dent. 

3. Duration of Promotion: 
Enter the promotion 
between 9am, March 3 
2011 and 5pm, March 9, 
2011 inclusive. 

4. Entry Criteria: Answer 
a question correctly to be 
entered into a draw to win 
a pair of tickets to the 
specified match. 

5. Conditions of entry: 
Limit of one entry per 
person. 

6 . How to submit your 
entry: Entries will be 
accepted by email to gem- 
sales© internet- 

today.co.uk or by post to: 
Glamorgan GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CE71 7EL. 

No other method of entry 
will be accepted. 

7. Prizes: The prize pool 
consists of a pair of 
match tickets to the Wales 
vs England match at the 
Millennium Stadium on 
Saturday, March 26 at 
3pm. Winners will be 
required to make their 
own transport arrange¬ 
ments to and from the 


game. See www.mcdon- 
alds. CO. uk/policies/foot- 
b all-terms-and-condi - 
tions.shtml for the 
General Rules and more 
details of the prizes and 
prize-conditions. 

8. Prize Awards: The 
prize draw will be held on 
or before March 10. 

Prizes will be dispatched 
to winners by post within 
14 days of the closing 
date for entries. 

9. Notification of winners: 
Winning entrants will be 
notified by telephone and 
/ or email and should be 
contactable no later than 
Eriday 11th March. Prize 
notification will be sent 
by email to the address 
registered at time of entry. 
If the winner cannot be 
contacted by telephone 
before 3pm on Eriday, 
March 11, 2011, an alter¬ 
native winner will be 
selected. 

10. General: Winners may 
be required for promo¬ 
tional and media activity. 

11. Promoter: Glamorgan 
GEM. 

12. Promoter’s details: 
Glamorgan GEM 
Promotions Department, 
Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge, 
CE71 7EL. 


Mayor’s 

coffee 

AS part of celebrations 
for International 
Women ’s Day, 

Cowbridge Mayor Coun 
Len Taylor’s charity 
coffee morning this 
Saturday, March 5, 
from 10.30am-12.30pm, 
will be in aid of Atal y 
Fro, which helps fami¬ 
lies break the cycle of 
domestic violence. 

Floral society 

BARRY Floral Society 
meets next at the St 
Nicholas Hall, St 
Nicholas Road, Barry, 
on Tuesday, March 8 at 
2.15pm. 

Mrs Janet Davies of 
Abergavenny will give a 
demonstration entitled 
‘Wait and See’. 

New members are 
always welcome. 


Penarth launches Welsh 
‘RE’ celebration month 


RELIGIOUS education in 
Wales was celebrated at a 
launch in Stanwell School, 
Penarth, yesterday 

(Wednesday). 

Hundreds of events have been 
planned, designed to showcase the 
value of quality religious education as 
part of the initiative, ‘Celebrating RE’. 

Vale Council leader and chair of 
Vale of Glamorgan SACRE, Coun 
Gordon Kemp, said: “We’re delighted 
that the Welsh launch of the 


‘Celebrating RE’ month is taking 
place in the Vale. We are very commit¬ 
ted to SACRE and have been dis¬ 
cussing the event for some time.” 

A ‘Celebrating RE’ song was writ¬ 
ten by Welsh composer, Pwyll ap Sion 
to link together young people from 
across Wales and England. 

Both the English version (Place of 
Trust) and the Welsh version (Hafan 
Ffydd) have been released by Sain, 
and feature popular Welsh singers 
Dafydd Dafis and Fieri Eon with a 
choir from Ysgol Tryfan, Bangor. 


DOUBLE GLAZING 
REPAIRS 

(WOOD, UPVC, ALUMINIUM) 
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"No consultation’ over school 
crossing patrol officers... 


I SHOULD like 
to comment 
about the 
Conservative Vale 
Council’s decision 
to terminate the 
contracts of the 
school crossing 
patrol officers in 
Cadoxton, Dinas 
Powys and Penarth. 

No local councillors 
were informed that this 
would happen and nei¬ 
ther were the parents or 
the governors of the 


schools. Until now, I 
had hoped that com- 
monsense would prevail 
and thought it better to 
try and get the four 
crossing patrol officers 
contracts reinstated, 
rather than commenting 
to the press. 

I have had meetings 
with council officers 
and had hoped to keep 
these patrol officers in 
place at least until the 
end of this school year. 

This would have 
allowed health and safe¬ 
ty and an impact assess¬ 



ment to be earried out at 
the sites, and to have 
consultation with the 
schools and parents if 
these manned crossing 
patrols were to be with¬ 
drawn. 

I also asked a ques¬ 
tion at the Vale’s full 
council meeting. 
Initially, the Leader 
announced that there 
would be no cuts in 
school crossing patrols, 
but when I had a full 
response from Coun 
Jeffrey James, the cabi¬ 
net member responsible, 
he claimed that there 
would be no redundan¬ 
cies and that no person 
was losing their job, 
they were just not hav¬ 
ing their temporary con¬ 
tract renewed. 

So it’s clear in 
Conservative speak that 
when a contract is ter¬ 
minated there is no job 
loss - I think not! 

I am sure the people 
of Cadoxton, Dinas 
Powys and Penarth 
would agree that not 
having your temporary 
contract renewed, is in 
fact losing your job. 

It appears that they 
are only on short term 
contracts because they 
are over 65 years of age, 
but no account has been 
taken of their length in 
service. 

I understand the 


sehool crossing patrol 
officer at Cadoxton has 
been in post for over 35 
years and one of the 
officers in Dinas Powys 
has been in post for 
nearly 30 years. 

Coun James tried to 
justify the decisions by 
claiming that the 
schools involved would 
be offered a ‘mobile 
erossing patrol service’ 
but there are only two 
mobile officers in the 
county and they will 
have to reeruit more 
before they can do that. 

In any case, if there is 
no need for a permanent 
patrol officer why are 
they going to put mobile 
ones there instead? 

Why not keep the status 
quo? 

It is clear that this 
council has nothing but 
contempt for the staff, 
parents and children 
concerned. 

Coun Neil Moore 
(Labour) 

Barry 


CAREFUL HOW YOU VOTE’ 

- Vale Council tenants are urged 


I N the next few 
weeks Vale 
Council tenants 
will be asked if they 
want to continue 
with the council, or 
have housing trans¬ 
ferred to Heritage 
Coast Homes. 

We have concerns 
that the tenants have not 
been given a balanced 
view of all the options, 
particularly the one of 
staying with the council. 

We feel that the coun¬ 
cil has not fully 
explained and explored 
all the options, so there 
are some points we 
would like to draw to 
your attention. 

• Extra services are 
promised in the offer 
document, but with an 
unspeeified cost to the 
tenants. When will 
these services be deliv¬ 
ered? Might the cost be 
unaffordable to the ten¬ 
ants? 

• The council cannot 
take back the housing 


FINAL MISSION 

I HE ship which rescued British 
evacuees from Libya was on its 
way home to be scrapped, together 
with three others, one of which had just 
had a year-long refit. So much for the 
Strategic Defence Review! 

R Bradshaw, Cowbridge 


stock, once it is trans¬ 
ferred to Heritage Coast 
Homes there is no turn¬ 
ing back. 

# Your councillor 
may have less power to 
intervene on your 
behalf. At the moment, 
councillors can contact 
senior officers directly. 
With this new organisa¬ 
tion, the close link 
between councillor and 
officer would be broken. 

The link is better 
when the officer is an 
employee of the council 
and the councillor the 
employer. 

• Some services are 
promised by Heritage 
Coast Homes that you 
have already. The coun¬ 
cil is already committed 
to getting rid of anti¬ 
social behaviour. It is 
expert at this and regu¬ 
larly liaises with the 
police. 

# Your repairs and 
replacements are aheady 
free, eg new boilers, 
new doors, windows, 
roofs etc. 

• The council has 
committed Heritage 
Coat Homes to replace 
some housing, but 
where are the 200 hous¬ 
es that are going to be 
pulled down? What will 
happen to the families in 
those demolished 
homes? 

Whatever tenants 


decide, they can be 
assured that we will 
always help them; but 
we believe that there are years, we urge them to 
two sides to this impor- eonsider carefully 
tant issue and that this 
Conservative-controlled 
council has produced a 
heavily one-sided 
account in favour of 
stock transfer, which we 
are not in favour of. 


If tenants have had a 
good serviee from the 
council over the many 


before casting their 
vote. 

(Members of tbe Vale 
Labour group) 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Council 





SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS - 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 

• Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 

Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 
allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 


Mae’n dod yn haws adnabod hylendid bwyd da 
Good food hygiono is gotdng easior lo spot 


SGOR HYLENDID BWYD 
FOOD HYGIENE RATING 

QOQO® 0 



DA lAWN 
VERY GOOD 


Mae’r Cynllun Sgorio Hylendid Bwyd ar y 
gorwel. Mae’n sgorio’r mannau lie byddwch 
chi’n bwyta neu’n prynu bwyd, a hynny ar 
sail safonau hylendid. Mae sgor o ddim yn 
golygu bod angen gwella ar frys, a sgor o 
bump yn dda iawn. Cofiwch chwilio am 
y sticer neu cymerwch gip ar y sgoriau 
ar-lein drwy food.gov.uk/ratings - 
cliciwch ar ‘Cymraeg*. 

The Food Hygiene Rating Scheme is coming. 
It rates the places you eat or buy food 
on hygiene standards. Zero means 
urgent improvement necessary, five 
means very good. Look out for the 
sticker or check the ratings online 
at food.gov.uk/ratings 


III) 


Asiantaeth 

Safonau 

Bwyd 

food.gov.uk 

Food 

Standards 

Agency 


Cynheliry cynllun mewn partneriaeth a’ch awdurdod lleol 
This scheme is run in partnership with your local authority 
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DINAS POWYS 

“The SMALL COMMUNITY with a 



ABOVE:Mark Griffith has customers from 
Dinas Powys, Barry and Sully - and one 
regular all the way from Oxford! 


Andrew Wilson Motors 

YOUR LOCAL REPAIR GARAGE 


Repairs, Services 
& MOTs for all 
makes, all models. 

FOR A QUICK, RELIABLE SERVICE, CALL IN. 

Cardiff Road, DINAS POWYS 
CF64 4JS. Tel:02920 513120 


INAS 

POWYS is a 
village that 
prides itself on the 
wide variety of 
shops and services 
it provides - and 
not only in all the 
family essentials, 
but specialist areas, 
too. 

The importance of a 
local shopping provi¬ 
sion was demonstrated 
during the snowfalls in 
the run-up to Christmas 
when local traders 
struggled in to make 
sure people were prop¬ 
erly supplied. 

Jan Mapstone, who 
has run Valley View 
Fruit Stores with hus¬ 
band Tony for 14 years, 
explained: “During the 
snow we got up extra 
early - we live in 
Cardiff - and dug our¬ 
selves out to make sure 
we were in on time. 

“We didn’t miss a 
day because we didn’t 
want to let people 
down. People said how 
valuable the store was. 

“During that time we 
were particularly help¬ 
ful to elderly people 
and people stranded at 
home. 

“Normally we do 
four to five deliveries a 


by TIM CHAPMAN 


day - at that time we 
were up to 14 or 15! 
One night we were still 
here at 8pm to make 
sure everyone got what 
they needed.” 

For Jan and Tony it 
is a seven day labour of 
love, opening at Sam 
Monday to Friday, half 
an hour earlier on 
Saturdays and at 9am 
on Sundays. 

Although the shop 
stocks hundreds of 
products, including a 
large selection of gro¬ 
ceries and an exhaus¬ 
tive array of fresh veg¬ 
etables displayed in 
front of the premises, 
Jan takes pride in 
sourcing whatever the 
customer wants. 

“We are sometimes 
looked upon as a 
quirky shop because if 
people ask about some¬ 
thing they have seen in 
the past we will see if 
we can get it for them 
again.” 

For example, the 
sweet selection is a 
throw back to many 
people’s youths - 130 
varieties - which 
includes peach jellies, 
sour apple cubes, 
chocolate mice, 
liquorice torpedoes. 


So Much More. 


Than 



Furniture 

Quality Divan Beds at Special 
Offer Prices - from £79 




NEW! 




YankM Candle 

T: 029 2051 5297 F: 029 2051 3185 StOCKISt 

The Old Warehouse/Penarth Road, Cardiff CF11 8TT 
(Next to Antiques Pump House) 

T: 029 2038 3865 F: 029 2066 6202 

E: info@chicoslifestylefurniture.co.uk www.chicoslifestylefurniture.co.uk 

OPEN 7 days a week 


and so on! 

Jan’s suppliers are 
often local too - 
Willowbank Produce 
and Sunnycroft Farm 
Foods in Barry, 
Bruton’s and Clark’s 
Pies based in 
Grangetown, and spe¬ 
cialist cakes arrive first 
thing in the morning 
from Penarth Bakery. 

Family businesses 
are one of the strengths 
of Dinas Powys - Huw 
Evans took over 
Budgens on Cardiff 
Road from his father- 
in-law Jay Patel, who 
was a popular business¬ 
man in the village dur¬ 
ing his 18 year tenure 
of the store. 

PRIZE SERVICE 

Huw said: “Jay still 
likes to pop in for a 
couple of mornings a 
week, so local people 
still see him from time 
to time.” 

Like Jan and Tony, 
for Huw, Budgens is a 
seven day a week busi¬ 
ness, although he does 
find time to play rugby 
for Cathays RFC in the 
Cardiff and District 
League on Saturday 
afternoons. 

“We open at 6am 
from Mondays to 
Saturdays, at Tam on 
Sundays, and are open 
until 9pm, although we 
will be increasing the 
hours to 10pm in a 


couple of weeks time.” 

One of Huw’s prize 
services is the on site 
bakery. 

“We do bread, 
baguettes, muffins, 
doughnuts, croissants 
and confectionery lines 
- sometimes people are 
surprised that items are 
still warm because they 
thought we’d buy them 
in. 

“The store is not just 
for top-up shopping - 
people can do a full 
shop here.” 

There’s fresh meat 
and produce, all the 
essentials like milk, 
bread, cheeses, tinned 
foods, tea, coffee, 
ready meals, cereals, 
pet food, household 
products, and a great 
display of beers, wines, 
spirits and soft drinks. 

“Most of our cus¬ 
tomers are local Dinas 
people, but we have a 
strong ‘through trade’ 
with people off to work 
from Barry to places 
like Pontypool picking 
up their snacks and 
papers on the way - or 
people coming in the 
other direction.” 
SPECIALIST 

One characteristic of 
traders in Dinas Powys 
is that they have time 
to devote to people - 
it’s not a case of taking 
money and on with the 
next customer. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 13) 


Dinas Powys 
homes ‘most 
expensive’ 


TWYNCYNin 
Dinas Powys, tops a 
list of 10 of Wales ’ 
most costly streets to 
live on. 

The average house 
price on Twyncyn, 
CF64, has been valued 
at £838,700 according 
to ‘The Mouseprice’ 
annual street rankings 
survey 2011. 

As last year’s num¬ 
ber three, the road has 
been described as 
“leafy” and is near 
Dinas Powys golf club. 

Figures from the 
survey revealed that the 
average house price of 
the top ten streets in 
Wales is £648,410, a 
fall from last year’s sta¬ 
tistic of £676,320. 

The only property 
not from south Wales 
on the list was Llys 
Helyg Drive in 
Llandudno, which 
ranked second place. 

Cefn Coed Road in 
Cardiff was listed third 
most expensive, with an 
average property value 
of £715,000. It has the 
“attractive advantage” 
of easy links to the 
countryside and coast. 

Vale councillor 
Geoffrey Cox said com¬ 


munity was an impor¬ 
tant factor in the Vale’s 
appeal. 

The rest of the streets 
in descending order 
were: St Andrews Road, 
Dinas Powys; Cefn 
Mably Road, Lisvane; 
Church Road, 
Llanblethian; 

Millwood, Lisvane; Mill 
Road, Llanishen; 
Westminster Crescent, 
Cardiff, and Howells 
Crescent, Cardiff. 



ABOVE: Jan Mapstone of Valley 
View Emit Stores receiving a delivery 
from Penarth Bakery. 



ABOVE: Kate and Mandy from Bank 
of Elowers, will brighten up your day! 


Bank of Flowers 

Kate and Mandy welcome you. 

Long established Quality Florists 
specialising in all occasions 
including Weddings and Funeral Tributes. 

Orders taken for Mother’s Day, April 3rd 

Deliveries available Saturday 
and Mothering Sunday 

Cardiff Road, 

Dinas Powys, CF64 4JS 

Tel. 02920 513273 

www.bankofflowers.com 



pit stop 

Serving all day breakfasts & lunches 
and a selection of home made cuisine 
available to eat in or take out. 

OPEN: Sam-3pm Monday to Saturday 
^ 9am-1.30 pm Sunday ^ 


m 


Telephone: - - 

029 2051 4111 Tj 

32 Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys 
S Glamorgan CF64 4JS 


!> 



DINAS POWIS GOLF CLUB 

Dinas Powis Golf Club is a friendiy, 
weicoming club with members of ail 
ages and abilities. Estabiished in 
1914, our beautifui but chalienging 
parkiand course provides stunning 
views of the Bristol Channel, Penarth 
and the Vale of Glamorgan. The 
ONE YEAR Course has Superb Natural Drainage 
FULL MEMBERSHIP and offers goif aii year round! 

WARM WELCOME AWAITS 
SOCIETIES AND CORPORATE GROUPS 

‘Certain conditions appiy PRIVATE ROOM HIRE AVAILABLE 

CELEBRATE ALL OF LIFE’S EVENTS 
*WE HAVE A WEDDING LICENCE* 

Website: dpgc.co.uk 

Tel: 029 2051 2727 E-mail: dinaspowisgolfclub@yahoo.co.uk 


Website: dpgc.co.uk 
Tel: 029 2051 2727 
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Valley ^ew Emit Stores 


Fresh Fruit & Veg • General Groceries 
Plants & Flowers • Pet Products 

Losally &uui"jed supplie r s 
Many top' ’and names 

Free Delivery 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm 
Sat 7.30am-5pm; Sun 9am-3pm 


7 The Parade, Castle Drive, Dinas Pnwys 
CF64 4NR. Telephone: 029Z0 512477 


ABOVE: Guitars to the stars! 

Tim from TC Ellis Guitars - one of their 
designed basses is heading into the hands of 
Lemmy from Motorhead! 


ABOVE: 

Lifestyle Eurniture and Kitchens on 
Cardiff Road offers affordable 
bedroom, dining and lounge furniture - 
along with stylish ornaments. 




ABOVE: Huw Evans with Budgens bakery 
selection. The wide variety of products means 
local families can do a full shop at the 
Cardiff Road supermarket. 


TC Ellis Guitars Ltd 

CUSTOM-BUILT 
GUITARS, REPAIRS 
& SET-UPS 


TCEllis 

13 Camms Comer, 

Dinas Powys CF64 4QY 

Tel:02920 5l5 656 
tim@tcellisguitars.com 

www.tcellisguitars.com 


Mark Griffiths 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 
Good quality • Good service 

Locally sourced meats, own 
cooked meats & homemade pies 

Free Delivery Service available 

Open Mon-Fri 7am-4.45pm; 

Sat 7am-1.30pm 


5 Camms Comer, Dinas Powys 
Tel: 02920 514679 


Offers valid 17/02/11 to 09/03/11 


Dinas has something for everyone 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 12) 

Mark Griffith, the 
family butcher, has 
worked in the village for 
34 years, and along with 
Dave Williams and 
Michael Billings- 
Wakely, provides a serv¬ 
ice with lots of laughs 
and banter. 

“People are more 
friends than customers. 
We get to know them all 
by their first names.” 

Mark provides choice 
meats - beef, chicken. 


lamb, steaks, pork, gam¬ 
mon, pies, eggs, and a 
selection of flavoured 
sausages and burgers 
made on the premises. 

His products are 
from all parts of Wales - 
lamb from St Clare’s, 
eggs from Newport, and 
Caer Emlyn turkeys 
from Whitland - which 
were voted ‘Great 
Britain’s tastiest!’ 

“We supply the local 
school and also do the 
Dickensian Fair.” 

It will not surprise 


anyone that Mark, Dave 
and Michael have a 
loyal clientele from 
Dinas, Sully and Barry, 
but this will amaze peo¬ 
ple... 

“We’ve got a regular 
customer from Oxford - 
Mrs Brown. Every time 
she drops her grandchil¬ 
dren back to Dinas at the 
end of a holiday, she 
pops in so she can stock 
up. She comes about 
four times a year.” 

Specialist shops are a 
big feature of Dinas - 


ABOVE: Mark Daniell and the staff of Head to Head, are 
celebrating the business’s 21st anniversary. 


and one local shop TC 
Ellis Guitars at Camm’s 
Comer can boast of an 
association with rock 
royalty. 

Owner Tim Ellis said: 
“Tim Butcher, my col¬ 
league, and I make gui¬ 
tars for Motorhead. 
We’re just getting a new 
bass ready for Lemmy.” 

The two Tims deal in 
mainly electric guitars, 
custom building them 
and offering repairs, 
although they do have 
acoustic ones too. 

Tim explained: “Some 
people can pay £2,000 to 
£3,000 on an electric 
guitar, but we can start 
people up for £750 and 
upwards. It means a pro¬ 
fessional set-up, quality 
tone woods and all the 
advice someone needs 
for their playing style.” 
ALADDIN’S CAVE 

Another specialist 
shop is Lifestyle 
Furniture and Kitchens 
run by Lynne and Peter 
Ellis which offers every 
sort of interior furniture 
you could need - 
kitchens, dining sets, 
mattresses and beds, 
reclining chairs, 
wardrobes, coffee tables, 
rugs, mirrors, bookcases 
- and even a juke box. 


The prices are keen 
with a single divan bed 
at £79, a four draw 
divan at £279 and a 
metal single bed at £69. 

A beautiful rustic 
dining table is just 
£399. Lifestyle 
Furniture is also an 
Aladdin’s cave for peo¬ 
ple who want ornamen¬ 
tal pieces to enhance 
their rooms. 

The strength of local 
businesses can be 
shown by the fact that 
Mark Daniell is about to 
celebrate the 21st 


anniversary of Head to 
Head Hairdressers and 
Barbers. 

Conveniently located 
in the heart of Dinas 
Powys square, all the 
stylists are highly 
trained and receive 
ongoing training. 

Mark and his staff 
provide a comprehen¬ 
sive service from 
Monday to Saturday for 
women and men, com¬ 
plete with all the latest 
styles and techniques, 
and there is a price list 
to suit everyone. 


ABOVE: 

The Cenotaph in the ^old village’ 
area of Dinas Powys. 


QUALITY HAIRDRESSING » HOT TOWEL SHAVES 


sHI 


FAD 

A & WALK-IN 

EAD barbers 

Starting in March - TRAINING DAYS 
Every Tuesday 5.00 - 7.00pm 
with training priced hairdressing 
for ladies and gents. 
Appointments advisable but not essential. 
5 Station Road, Dinas Fowls 
CF64 4DE - Tel. 02920 514422 
www.headtohead.net 


QUALITY HAIRDRESSING • HOT TOWEL SHAVES 


sns 


of Dinas Powys 


36 CARDIFF ROAD • DINAS POWYS • CF64 4JS • Tel. 02920 515544 


Budgens Prepacked Carrots, Baby Parsnips, Mandarins, 
Gourmet Garden Coriander, Organic White Mushrooms 
80g-250g, 1.25kg, 6 Pack 


-£4T5zr 

800g 


In Store Bakery 

(Rolls, Loaves, Baguettes & Confectionary 
items baked fresh 7 days a week) 

• Hot Pies/Pasties • Fruit & Veg 

• Fresh Meat & Dairy • Frozen Foods • Beers, 
Wines & Spirits • Lotto • Paypoint • Car Park 

Budgens Large Fresh Chicken, 1.75kg, (£2.29/kg) • Budgens Baby Parsnips, 230g, £1.4 9 , (£4.35/kg), Budgens Prepacked Carrots, 
1.25kg, (80p/kg), Budgens Organic White mushrooms, 250g, £1.39, (£4/kg) Budgens Mandarins, 6 pack, £1.25, (16.7p each). Gourmet 
Garden Basil, Chunky Garlic, Coriander, Ginger Spice, Hot Chilli, Lemon Grass, 80g £1.6 9 , (£1.25/100g) • Kingsmill TastyWholemeal 
Medium, Thick, 800g (12.5/1 OOg) 

Some offers may not be available at all stores; some prices may vary and some higher prices may not have been charged at all stores. These products were on sale 
at the higher price in at least 23 of our 192 stores. Prices are correct at the time of going to print. Offers not available in Budgens Express/selected Budgens Quick¬ 
step. E & OE. All products subject to availability. Alcohol sold to 18’s and over only. BUDP3 
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GEM ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


In Business Update 


The Vale Family 
Support Services 
Action for Children 


Springtime with 
Beauty Clinic 



W HO are 
we? We 
are a local 
project run by 
Action for 
Children, a leading 
voluntary organisa¬ 
tion. 

Action for children 
work towards making a 
positive difference in 
the lives of children and 
young people. 

Where are we? We 
are based in Cardiff 
Road, Barry. Our servic¬ 
es are used by families 
across the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

What do we do? We 
offer family intervention 
- to support families to 
stay together, working 
with them to find their 


own solutions to cope 
with daily life, through 
difficulties and crisis. 

We offer a service for 
young carers - to sup¬ 
port young people who 
care for a relative at 
home, by providing 
advice, respite, activities 
and peer support. 

We offer a safe and 
supportive environment 
for families, separated 
from their children, to 
have contact with each 
other. 

Why your help is 
important. All donations 
will help us to maximise 
our opportunities to 
increase support to the 
most vulnerable chil¬ 
dren and young people 
in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 


W ITH 
spring 
arriving, 
now is the time to 
prepare your body 
ready to comple¬ 
ment your spring 
wardrobe. 

Start by exfoliating 
your skin with one of 
the many treatments 
available at The Beauty 
clinic or treat yourself to 
a back facial, which is 
on offer during March. 

Indulge in a 
California spray tan - 


the safest way to look 
better! 

Enjoy a pedicure 
ready for summer san¬ 
dals, with nail art avail¬ 
able for toes and fin¬ 
gers; and don;t forget 
waxing for legs and 
bikini line. 

Go bling with your 
bikini line and treat 
yourself to a special 
gem design. 

Call in to The Beauty 
Clinic, High Street, 
Barry, or telephone 
01446 743222 for an 
appointment. 



Donate an 
Easter Egg Today 

and make someone 
smile this Easter 

We are 
collecting 
Easter 
Eggs to 
donate to: 

Please bring all your donations to: 

AG ADAMS & SON 

Gladstone Road, Barry CF62 SNA 

or 

WA BROWN & SON 

Pembroke House, College Street, 
Llantwit Major CF61ISG 
by Monday 18th April 2011 


action for 

children 


THE BEAUTY CLINIC 

Full range of unisex beauty and holistic therapies 
performed by fully qualified therapists. 

MARCH OFFERS: 

BACK FACIAL 15% OFF 

Cleanse, Tone, Steam & Exfoliation, Mini Massage 
& Moisturise. Normally £20 - only £17 
1/2 Price Massage with Holistic Students only 


OPEN: Monday & Wednesday 9am - 3pm; 
Tuesday & Saturday 9am - 5pm; 
Thursday & Friday 9am - 7pm. 


43 HIGH STREET, BARRY 
Tel. 01446 743222 



Vale Women’s 
Business Network 


Shout about your success! 

Wednesday March 16,2011 

at Trio Brasserie, Cowbridge, 6.30 - 9pm 

Guests and non-members are most welcome! 

(Guest Membership for this event is £6) 
Please email members@vwbn.org.uk to book 

www.vwbn.org.uk 


Shout about 
your success! 


RE you 
award-win- 
.ning materi¬ 
al? Do you know 


Nostalgic play for 
the PODS director 


E xactly to 

years ago, 
Noel Coward 
wrote and directed 
Blithe Spirit in the 
West End of 
London, and it is a 
proud time for 
Penarth Operatic 


& Dramatic 
Society director, 
Margaret 
Donaldson, who 
had played the part 
of Ruth in 1982. 

Blithe Spirit tells the 
story of a dinner party 
at the home of Charles 


P enarth O peratic & D ramatic S ociety 

Charity No. 1059300. Entertaining the eommunity sinee 1924 

Noel Coward’s Blithe Spirit 

at the Paget Rooms, Penarth 
Wednesday, 16th - Saturday 19th March 2011 

Doors open 7 pm - Curtain up 7.30pm 
Licensed Bar 

Ticket Prices: £8 adult; £7 concessions 

Tickets from Tenovus Charity Shop 
23 Windsor Road, Penarth. Tel. 02920 708668 
Brian Gardner. Tel. 02920 712260 
Wendy Huxtable McTurk. Tel. 02920 708046 
Reduced prices for parties of 12 or more 
Many thanks to the Vale of Glamorgan for its grant 


and Ruth Condomine. 
Charles is looking for 
material for his latest 
book, so invites local 
medium Madam Arcati 
to hold a seance. 

Unfortunately, 

Madam Arcati contacts 
his first wife Elvira, 
who causes a good deal 
of trouble for poor 
Charles, his present 
wife Ruth and their din¬ 
ner guests. 

The society will per¬ 
form Blithe Spirit at The 
Paget Rooms, Penarth, 
from March 16-19 at 
7.30pm. 

Tickets £8 adults, £7 
concessions available 
on 029 2071 2260, or 
by calling at The 
Tenovus Cancer Charity 
shop Windsor Road, 
Penarth. 


how to impress a 
panel of judges? 

Do you know that if 
your evidence is poor 
you won’t get the credit 
you deserve - no matter 
how good your story is? 

This month, the 
VWBN look forward to 
welcoming UK Business 
Advisor of the year and 
holder of a Queen’s 
Award for Enterprise 
Promotion, Janet 
Scicluna. 

Janet successfully 
runs her own business, 
supporting individuals 
setting up in business, 
and has been instrumen¬ 
tal in assisting over 
1,000 new business 
start-ups across south¬ 
east Wales. 

Please join us and 
find out why more 
women should be 
encouraged to go for 
national awards. 

Please contact us to 
book for this event on 
March 16 at mem¬ 
bers @vwbn.org.uk. For 
more information on the 
benefits of networking 
and joining the VWBN, 
contact 

members@vwbn.org.uk 


Hypnotherapy 
will help to 
take the strain 


C APITAL 

Hypnothera 
py is a well- 
established practice 
which has had 
many well-docu- 
mentated successes 
over the years. 

By using hypnothera¬ 
py, you can stop smok¬ 
ing for good, manage 
your weight, deal with 
phobias, anxiety, stress, 
pain, depression and 
even experience what 
appear to be past life 
memories, as well as 
learning simple relax¬ 
ation techniques to help 
you deal with life’s 
everyday stresses and 


strains. 

When used for 
health-related matters 
like dieting and smoking 
cessation, the therapist 
uses guided relaxation 
to place a person into a 
frame of mind where 
they are highly respon¬ 
sive to positive sugges¬ 
tions for their benefit. 

Suggestion helps peo¬ 
ple to be responsive to 
ideas - like the fact that 
they can live without 
cigarettes or a second 
piece of cake - that they 
might normally reject. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact Dr Ray 
Roberts on 01446 
730700. 


Genital Hypnotherofy 

MotivaHon, change & habit modificaHon 


HYPNOTHERAPY CAN HEIP WITH: 

• Stop Smoking • Weight Management 

• Self Confidence Issues • Phobias and Fears 

• Emotional Problems • Stress Reduction and Anxiety 

• IBS • Pain Management • SAD ....and more 



Do you want to advertise 
your business in over 43,000 
newspapers, covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl AND online? 
Then call us on 01446 774484 
or email: gemsales® 
intemet-today.co.uk 


Salon director 
in line for top 
beauty award 


LEIGHARNE 
PHILIPS, salon 
director of The 
Hair Business of 
Cowbridge has 
been nominated for 
the Welsh Women 
Mean Business 
Awards (WWMB) 
2011. 

She is a finalist in the 
best woman in beauty 
category, sponsored by 
Ken Picton and the 
Cardiff Dental Practice. 

Leigharne launched 
the Hair Business in 
1992, with three staff, 
but today employs a 
team of 22. 

The awards, which are 
sponsored by 

Gocompare.com for the 
second year will take 
place in the week of 
International Women’s 
Day. 

There are 12 cate¬ 
gories in this year’s 


awards including best 
business leader, young 
Welsh female entrepre¬ 
neur, best female busi¬ 
ness newcomer and the 
Joshua Eoundation 
memorial prize for out¬ 
standing contribution 
from a Welsh business¬ 
woman in the field of 
charity work. 

The awards will be 
combined with fundrais¬ 
ing for WWMB’s adopt¬ 
ed charity. The Joshua 
Eoundation, which pro¬ 
vides holidays and expe¬ 
riences for children with 
terminal cancer. 

The ceremony will 
take place at the Vale 
Resort and Spa on 
March 11, hosted by 
Jason Harrold. Guest 
speaker is Allegra 
McEvedy MBE, chef, 
writer, broadcaster and 
co-founder of the LEON 
restaurants. 
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Film sale to 
aid Ty Hafan 


A YOUNG Barry 
film-maker has put 
on sale his award¬ 
winning film about 
Barry Island, with 
proceeds going to 
Ty Hafan hospice 

Michael J Moore is in 
his third year of a BA 
Hons documentary film 
course at the University 
of Wales, Newport. 

He told The GEM: 
“Last year, I completed 
a documentary that dealt 
with the issues of Barry 
Island, and also its his¬ 
tory. 

“I screened the film 


to the local action group 
EOCUSBarry and then 
went on to win an award 
at the International 
Youth Eilm Eestival. 

“Recently, I won 
another award, this time 
the factual award at the 
Efresh Eilm Eestival. I 
have now completed the 
DVD case. 

“Marco’s Cafe and 
the Harbour arcade will 
be selling the copies and 
I will also be asking 
others if they would be 
willing to do the same.” 

He added: “The fdm 
will be £4 a copy and is 
supporting the children’s 
charity Ty Hafan. ” 


The GEM is in partnership with the 
Dog’s Trust to find caring homes for 
animals in their charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 

(Telephone: 01656 725219) 


Whisky gives 
you fun galore! 


THIS WEEK: Linda 
Eeagan highlights 
Whisky is a Cairn 
Terrier. 

He is lots of fun, and 
is enjoying his training 
with us, and will need an 
owner who can continue 
with this. Before coming 
to us he had a sheltered 
life, so can be worried by 
new situations, but with 
calm, patient handling. 
Whisky’s confidence and 
behaviour is improving 
greatly. 

Although he enjoys 
socialising with other 
dogs while out and 
about, he will need to be 
the only dog in the home. 

If you would like to 
offer Whisky a home, 
and can visit him a few 
times at the centre before 
rehoming him, he will 
make a rewarding and 



Whisky is looking 
forward to meeting 
you soon! 


entertaining little com¬ 
panion. 

Contact the centre on 
01656 725219, or visit 
Court Colman,Pen-y- 
Fai, Bridgend. You can 
also see Whisky and 
some of his friend on our 
website at 

WWW. dogstrust. org. uk 


Bridgend planning 

Andrew H Callaghan - 2 Church Place, Porthcawl 
- new kitchen extension and garage together with 
internal refurbishment works. 

Mr James Watkins - 12 Bryn Henfaes, Broadlands, 
Bridgend - convert garage into living room. 

Mr Keith Williams - 13 The Green Avenue, 
Porthcawl - proposed dining room extension. 

Mrs A Stroud - r/o St Michael’s Road and Morris 
Street, Maesteg - erect block of six garages. 

Miss NJ Baker - Forge Cottage, 1 Laugher Row, 
Porthcawl - rear first floor extension. 

Creation Developments Ltd - land adj Ogmore Vale 
Primary School, Aber Road, Ogmore Vale, 
Bridgend - new Ogmore childcare centre. 

Mr D Butcher - 19 Parcau Road, Bridgend - regu¬ 
larise single storey side garage extension, rear con¬ 
servatory and first floor extension. 
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YSGOL lOLO PUPILS CELEBRATE WEEK 
OF WELSH CULTURE IN COWBRIDGE! 





ST DAVID’S celebrations are being 
stretched over the whole week at Ysgol lolo 
Morganwg. 

On Monday, the children were treated to a show 
by Welsh performer Martin Geraint, while on 
liiiesday a wealth of activities was arranged by 
staff including folk dancing, Welsh stories and food 
tasting workshops. 

All pupils had opportunities to join in the fun, 
literacy co-ordinator Catrin Brain said: “This is an 
excellent opportunity to celebrate our culture and 
our heritage. The children at the school realise the 
importance of St David’s Day and are being taught 
the influential effect that the language has on socie¬ 
ty and long-term benefits of being totally bilin¬ 
gual.” 

The school’s Welsh cultural week will be 
crowned by celebrations - a Fairtrade/St David’s 
coffee morning in the School Hall on Friday morn¬ 
ing. 

Fairtrade cakes will be on sale for the children 
and Welsh cakes for the adults. Everyone has 
embraced the opportunity to get involved. The 
children’s cooking club at the school even prepared 
the Welsh cakes for the coffee morning! Ysgol lolo 
extends a warm welcome to all to their coffee 
morning tomorrow (March 4) at 9.15am. DE 
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IPUPILS GET INTO THE DISCO SPIRIT! 


THE children at All Saints Church in 
Wales Primary School enjoyed their St 
Valentine celebrations recently. 

Pupils designed and made greetings cards and 
the year-2 children practiced their sewing skills 
by making and decorating felt hearts. 

The half term ended with a fun disco, run by 
teacher James Ball and supported by the Parents 
and Friends Committee and other staff mem¬ 
bers. 

Headteacher Richard Ware said that he was 
pleased to see everyone having fun after a busy 
half term. NM 






^ Gibbonsdown 1. 

^^1 ■ ' Court Portnership^^^^^^Q. 

Do you live in Gibbonsdown 
or Court wards? 

Do you want to leom about projects and 
schemes that are available in 
your area and help shape your community? 

1 A.O.M^ 

1 (Annual General Meeting) ^ 

^^^^Tuesday 29th March 201 

1 From 6pm | 

the Gibbonsdown Children’s Centre^^ 
Ramsey Road. Barry 

There are lots of community projects 
available in your area that you could get 
involved wtth and benefit from • 
available for people of all ages. 

H We wifJ alto be k>oking fo/ local /yooplo to foin fho 

■ Gibbonsdown and Court Communrfios first Partnership 

U Board- to help fake part in shaping projecfs and activities 
in their community, 

0777 1 1ft 

Come along to the 

Annual General Meetfna f AGM) of the 
Gibbonsdown & Court Communities First 

Partnership Board - on 

Tuesdov 29^ Morch of 6pm In the 

Children's Centre In Gibbonsdown. 

Ramsev Road to find out more. 
Refreshments will be available. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


AN EXCELLENT 
PLACE TO 
DO BUSINESS!’ 




LAWN MOWER MAINTEN ANCE 

Newly appointed Ihqwda] dealers 

New Spark Plugs, Oil Change, Blades Sharpened - 
any make/model. New mowers & chainsaws available. 

D^^t*^tutK)d HAaER 


Richard Couzens Machinery Ltd. 
Unit lOaVale Business Park, Cowbridge, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF7I 7PF 

Tel +44 (0)1446 771 660 
Fax +44 (0)1446 774 396 


Email (ouzensma(hinery@bt(onne(t.(om 


Specialists in Selling & Servicing NE 
Agricultural Machinery pi 
Domestic & Commercial Lawn 


Pre-season mower maintenance - 
collection and on-site servicing 


Opening hours: 1 
Sat 8. 


DEMONSTRATION 
MODELS 
AVAILABLE 


I Viile Bustrvra* PaHi 
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Focus ON.... 


Vale Business Park 

Llandow, near Cowbridge 


" , Ul 


ABOVE: LEL Properties Ltd. 


that are beavering 
away behind Weavers, 
the Ford dealership 
that is visible from the 
highway. 

The estate has come 
a long way since the 
Ministry of Defence 
decided to sell off the 
land in the 1970s, and 
it was LEL Properties 
that bought it. 

The chairman of 
LEL Properties, John 
Winslade, told The 
GEM: “I think that 
anyone who looks 
around the park would 
be really surprised by 
the variety of compa¬ 
nies doing business 
here!” 

Millions have been 
invested in the site, as 
that wide range of 
businesses have 
moved in. The original 
layout had room for 
about 20 companies, 
but now there are 
more than 90 on site. 

Another two moved 
in recently, as more 
companies become 
aware of the benefits 
to be found on the 
Vale Business Park. 
These include the 
overall security, as 
access is controlled at 
night by a gatehouse. 


A total of 3,000 
trees have been plant¬ 
ed over the years, 
something that makes 
the Business Park 
blend in well with the 
natural landscape - a 
good thing, of course, 
although it does mean 
that people don’t 
realise how much is 
here. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 18) 


UNITS 

AVAILABLE 

Please call 
LEL Properties 


Unit 35, Vale Business Park 
Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 
CF71 7PF 

T. (01446) 774806 
F. (01446) 773986 
E. lelproperties@ledley.co.uk 


‘We can suit your requirements’ 


W 


E are spe¬ 
cialist 
manufac¬ 
turers of turned, 
curved, and 
straight flight stair¬ 
cases in softwood 
or hardwood, with 
any spindle type. 

Additionally to this, 
we specialise in the 
manufacture of the lat¬ 
est energy rated soft¬ 
wood and hardwood 
windows, FENSA regis¬ 
tered; traditional box or 
casement windows and 
doors and screens. 

We produce tradition¬ 
al mouldings to match 
existing profiles 
required when renovat¬ 
ing old properties. 

Over the years, we 


have worked alongside 
CADW and on many 
award-winning projects 
across the Vale and 
Cardiff areas, working 
with different architects 
to high specification. 

We also specialise in 


the manufacture of 
bookcases, fitted furni¬ 
ture and that unusual 
size dining/kitchen table 
to your requirement - 
all manufactured by 
time-served local 
tradespeople. 


Established 

1986 


IFENSAI 

Registered Company 


Woodspec Joinery Specialists Ltd 


Manufacturers of Purpose Made Joinery 

Tel: 01446 772022 Fax: 01446 772033 
Email: sales(gwoodspec.co.uk 
Unit 5 PenllyneWay 
40e Vale Business Park, Nr Cowbridge 
Vale of Glamorgan CF7I 7PF 


Knightshealth 
and choice on 


Care - quality 
your doorstep! 


KNIGHTS 
HEALTH CARE - 
an established busi¬ 
ness run by a local 
Llantwit Major 
family - has moved 
premises and 
opened a retail shop 
on the Vale 
Business Park. 

Here you can view a 
wide variety of disability 
and mobility aids, and 
discuss your require¬ 
ments with friendly, 
helpful staff. 

We offer quality prod¬ 
ucts at fair prices on 
your doorstep. 

We are easy to find - 
just enter the Vale 
Business Park site; take 
the first right, then first 
right again to Unit No 
50. 

Call in and have a 
look! There is no obliga¬ 
tion to buy, just come 
and browse. 


KNIGHTS 

Healthcare 

RETAIL OUTLET SHOP 
NOW OPEN 

for all your Disability & Mobility Aids 

Mon-Fri 9aiii-4.30pm; Sat 9am-1pm 


QUALITY PRODUCTS NOW AVAILABLE 
FROM YOUR LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS 


Wheelchairs 
Homecare 
Commodes 
• Scooters 


• Walking Aids 

• Both & Toilet Aids 

• Moving & Handling 

• Heavy Duty & Bariatric 


Unit 50,Vale Business Park, Cowbridge 
sales(^knightshealthcare.co.uk 
Tel: 01446 776253 

www.knightshealthcare.co.uk 


- Traders say the Vale Business 
Park gives them a great base 


T he Vale may 
be proud of 
its leafy 

rural image, but 
every area needs 
more than green 
fields in order to 
thrive in today’s 


challenging eco¬ 
nomic climate. 

They require the 
widest possible range 
of employers and 
employment opportu¬ 
nities, and those 
employees, in turn, 
demand choice and 


r:> UnOSAFE 


variety when it comes 
to where they spend 
their hard-earned cash. 

There are so many 
goods and services 
that people need which 
cannot be bought in 
the retail shopping 
parks or high streets. 

That is why trading 
estates such as the 
Vale Business Park 
have such an impor¬ 


tant part to play in the 
life of the Vale - and it 
helps that it is one of 
the best managed and 
maintained around. 

Anyone travelling 
along the road from 
Cowbridge to Llantwit 
Major would not 
immediately be aware 
of the scale of the 
park, and of the sheer 
number of enterprises 


Quality Assured 


A&G AUTO REPAIRS 


Located in Vale Business Park since 1996, 
and established for over 40 years. 

MOT Class 4/7 

General Repairs and Servicing 

Call DaveAicken 0 I 44^ 773083 

A&G AUTO REPAIRS LTD 

2IE Vale Business Park, LLANDOW CF7I 7PF 


Garage too small? 

Need more storage space? 
Vehicle storage 


Short or Long Term 
Transport Van available 
for collection of items 
to site if required. 


20ft 


space 


Richard Couzens 

MACHINERY LTD 


Agricultural & Horticultural Engineers 
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Welcome to Owens Motors... 


A LUN, Alana, Jamie B, 
Jamie M, Craig, Reece 
and new staff members 
Carl, Donna and Connor at 
Owens Motors, are all here to 
help with any query - however 
large or small. 

We offer all mechanical 


repairs and servicing to all 
makes and models, including 
4x4s, light commercials and 
camper vans. Manufacturers’ 
warranty is not affected, as we 
use like-for-like products. 

Owens Motors offer: 
Malfunction diagnostic; weld¬ 


ing, including restoration work; 
and MoTs with free re-test with¬ 
in 10 working days. 

Now open on Saturdays for 
MoTs, on Monday to Friday 
(8am-5pm) and Saturday (8am- 
llnoon). 



OWENS 


NEW 

REFURBISHED 

MOTOR SERVICES now^pen! 

ALL MAKES OF CARS AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIALS 

SERVICING - BRAKES - EXHAUSTS - CLUTCHES 
CAMBELTS - WELDING - GEARBOX - ENGINE 
REPAIRS - TYRES - BALANCING - PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
TRACKING - DIAGNOSTICS - SHOCK ABSORBERS 
^ WHEEL BEARINGS - ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

' Car and customer collection available 

01446 774870 



Family firm with a personal touch 


D avid b francis 

Ltd has been estab¬ 
lished for 30 years 
in the Bridgend and Vale 
of Glamorgan areas. 

We are a small, family compa¬ 
ny who feel we offer a more per¬ 
sonal service to our customers, 
unlike the national companies 
who perhaps never get to know 
their customers. We have cus¬ 


tomers now who have been with 
us from our start, back in 1981. 

We are able to offer a compre¬ 
hensive service to our domestic 
customers, whether it be natural 
gas, LPG or oil, which includes 
service and maintenance as well 
as installation; or why not 
enquire about our 12-month 
maintenance contracts? For our 
more ‘green’ customers, we offer 
a solar alternative together with 


ground-source heat pumps. 

For our customers with more 
than one property, we offer a gas 
safety check for landlord certifi¬ 
cates. We also install and main¬ 
tain commercial appliances. 

We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our existing 
customers for their loyalty to us, 
and offer a warm welcome to 
new customers thinking of join¬ 
ing us. 


D.B. FRANCIS Ltd 


GAS MAINTENANCE & 
GAS SERVICE ENGINEERS 


Energy Efficient 
Heating Soiutions 




Reg No. 2584 [ 2284 ] 

SVainanl' 


• All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced. 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation. 

• Boiler Up-grades. 

• Heating Controls Up-dated. 

• Individually designed systems to customers specification. 

• Twelve months guarantee. 

• Good after-sales service and maintenance. 


Covering South Wales ■ Cardiff ■ Swansea - Newport ■ Port Talbot - Bridgend 
Vale of Glamorgan - Neath ■ Cowbridge ■ Rhondda - Aberdare ■ Maesteg 


FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Liandow, CF71 7PF 

Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 



The Business Park has 
something to offer all... 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 17) 

A common experi¬ 
ence in some trading 
estates is driving 
around constantly 
avoiding the potholes! 
However, the infra¬ 
structure in the Vale 
Business Park has 
been protected by the 
parent company’s 
investment policy, 
continuing to monitor 
and repair road sur¬ 
faces. 

Christian Pedersen 


of Topstak has been in 
business at Llandow 
since 1968, and has 
seen his own business 
expand - particularly 
strongly over the last 
10 years - with staff 
increasing by 25 per 
cent in the last 12 
months. 

Apart from provid¬ 
ing local employment, 
Topstak sources all its 
firewood from man¬ 
aged woodlands 
around south Wales, 
spreading the econom- 


ww 

I ROI 


.welshroofmgcontractors.co.uk 


www.welshrootingc 

ROOFING 


Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 


Covering roofs in South Woles for over 23 years 

All work Guaranteed with Optional Insurance Cover from 
Head Office: Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandaw, Cawbridge CF71 7PF 
Email: info@welshroofingcontractors.co.ul< 

01446 775145 -01656 349056 • 01443 629043 



Chartered 
Surveyors, 
Auctioneers, 
Valuers & 

hefbertrttwmas Estate Agents 


VARIOUS 

UNITS 

immediately 
available from 
100 sq ft to 
50,000 sq ft 

Further information, please 
contact James Mordecai 
(01446) 776385 or 
jamesmordecai@hrt.uk.com 


Wood’ll it be 
nice to see you! 


W OOD’N it 
be nice...’ 
is a quali¬ 
ty-orientated busi¬ 
ness - producing 
products in tbe 
time-bonoured 
way, steeped in tra¬ 
dition by skilled 
craftsmen. 

After 130 years of 
British manufacturing, 
the fourth generation is 
leading the company 
into a new and exciting 
era of e-commerce. 

Alongside our highly 
popular and competitive 
existing sports and gar¬ 
den products, which are 
created in Wales in our 
modern factory, we offer 


ic benefits even fur¬ 
ther. 

He said: “The park 
is an excellent loca¬ 
tion, and customers 
from Cardiff, south 
Wales and even further 
away find it easy to 
get here. 

“It has helped us 
build a loyal and 
growing customer 
base.” 

Riverlea Tractors is 
another business that 
is well-established on 
the park, and a 
spokesman said: “It 
has been an excellent 
base for trading, here 
in the Vale and 
beyond.” 

He added that the 
horticultural side of 
the business, supply¬ 


ing chainsaws, blow¬ 
ers and similar items, 
had been a growth 
area in recent years. 

Yet another compa¬ 
ny that has grown on 
the estate is Richard 
Couzens Machinery 
Ltd. Richard told The 
GEM: “As a local 
family business serv¬ 
ing the local commu¬ 
nity, we have been 
able to grow thanks to 
the support of our cus¬ 
tomers. 

“We are now in our 
fourth year, and 
employ four staff, and 
that support has meant 
that we recently 
expanded into horti¬ 
cultural products, tak¬ 
ing on the dealership 
for Honda Power.” 


...and is in an ideal 
location for all 
sizes of businesses 

T he Vale Business Park offers a 
variety of office and warehouse 
space to accommodate all types of 
business - from small start-ups to estab¬ 
lished businesses looking to expand. 

Herbert R Thomas LLP is retained by LEL 
Properties to act as commercial agent and negotiate 
new lettings, and have recently let 3,650 sq ft on 
the Vale Business Park to Stunning Ventures Ltd, 
who provide corporate entertainment throughout 
the UK. 

Contact James Mordecai at Herbert R Thomas 
LLP, to discuss your property requirement on 01446 
776385, or e-mail jamesmordecai@hrt.uk.com for 
further details. 


Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Ashdown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdawn-graup.cam • e-mail: infa@ashdawn-graup.cam 


a range of bespoke 
kitchenware. 

The kitchen range is 
sourced from a coopera¬ 
tive of local craftsmen 
based in Europe. 

These comprehensive 
ranges beautifully com¬ 
plement each other and 
will enhance any 21st 
century kitchen. 

The collection we 
have created is of unri¬ 
valled quality and we 
know that you will 
enjoy our kitchen/gar¬ 
den/sports products as 
much as we have 
enjoyed manufacturing 
and selecting them for 
you. 

To browse/order, 
visit: www.wibnice.co.uk 


H# 


Suppliers of quality 
wooden kitchen 
utensils, games and 
gardening products 


wood'n 

t be ■ i:. 



T: 01446 773231 F: 01446 775293 
E: sales@wibnice.co.uk 
Please visit our website where you can 
see our full range of products and order online 

www.wibnice.co.uk 




















































Metal Polishing 
Services Ltd 


W E have 25 
years’ 
experi¬ 
ence in the polish¬ 
ing and manufac¬ 
turing industry, 
with architectural 
work completed 
on/off site. 

We offer manufac¬ 
turing, renovating and 
repairing services, 
Specialising in mirror 
polishing of all metals. 

• Balustrades, wall 
rails, balconies 
with/without structural 
glazing, street furni¬ 
ture. 

• Marine grade fix¬ 


tures and fittings. 

• Services covering 
all metals (aluminium, 
alloys, brass, bronze, 
copper, stainless steel). 

• Fabrication and 
welding services. 

• Contract batch 
work undertaken. 

If you want some¬ 
thing that needs mod¬ 
ernising, altering or a 
complete replacement, 
we can do it. 

Unit 7C, Vale 
Business Park, 
Cowbridge, telephone 
01446 771679. 


METAL POLISHING SERVICES LTD. 


Contact us to discuss your 
individual requirements: 

Unit 1C, Vale Business Park, 
CF717PF 
Tel: 01446 771679 
Office Tel/Fax: 01446 750118 
Mobile: 07791 622390 
E-Mail: derekoharenips@aoLconi 
www.nietalpolishingservices.co.uk 
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R & T FABRICATIONS 

The place for all your 
industrial gas needs 


R & T FABRICATIONS 
LTD are now the local 
Air Liquide agent 
based on the Vale Business 
Park, for all of your industrial 
gas needs. 

We also have a new addition to 
our hire fleet. 

We are already the local tool 
hirer on the Vale Business Park. We 
hire out a wide range of equipment 
- from mini diggers to lawn mow¬ 
ers. With more than 10 years expe¬ 
rience ,R& T can hire you the cor¬ 
rect tool for your project. 

As the main supplier on the Vale 
Business Park for all of your iron¬ 
mongery, hardware and power tool 
needs, we are the locally-appointed 


supplier for Sealey Power Tools, 
and also supply Hitachi, Dewalt 
and Draper products. 

Come along and see our wide 
range of fasteners and fixings, both 
metric and imperial, safety wear, 
disposable gloves, garden tools, 
tractor and trailer fittings. 

We are the local supplier for 
Flogas bottled gas and Q8 Oils for 
home and industry. In addition to 
the products available at our trade 
counter, we continue to provide a 
quality welding and fabrication 
service to our private and commer¬ 
cial customers in the Vale. 

And there ^s more ...We even do 
a comprehensive lawn mower repair 
service. Contact us on 01446 
771999. 


ABOVE: 
Richard Couzens 
machinery limited. 
RIGHT: The Topstak 
showroom. 


f Tool& 
Plant Hire 


New 
addition 
to our 
hire fleet 
JCB 
1.5 ton 
Excavator 


Sales & Service • Hand & Power Tools 
Mower Sales & Service 
Health & Safety Workwear & Equipment 


Free local delivery & collection 
Friendly service & advice 


SEALEY 


UNIT 20, VALE BUSINESS PARK 
LLANDOW - Tel. 01446 771999 


VALEOFGUiMORGAN 

CARAVANS 

New and Pre-owned Caravan Specialist 
www.valecaravansales.co.uk 
Approved by 






SERVICING £150 


Warranty 
work 
for most 


Insurance 

Repairs 


OPEN \ 

7 DAYS _ 

For expert advice just call in! 

33 VALE BUSINESS PARK, LLANDOW, NR COWBRIDGE 

Tel. 01446 772945 


Peak Performance is the 
solution to your problem! 


Servicing & Repair on all makes. 

(without affecting manufacturers’ warranty.) 

Brakes, welding, shock absorbers 
& timing belts changed. 

Vast selection of tyres in stock. 

Best Price MoT’s & Tyres 


FREE Nitrogen Inflation 
with every tyre fitted 




'PRICE PROMISE' 


PEAK PERFORMANCE 

01446 775775 SiH 


O UR highly 

trained tech¬ 
nicians have 
a wealth of experi¬ 
ence - to ensure 
that your vehicle 
will always be 
maintained to the 
highest standards. 

We undertake regular 
servicing, MOTs, diag¬ 
nostics, and a wide 
range of mechanical 
work on all makes and 
models - and it doesn’t 
stop there! 

Our friendly team of 
specialist mechanics 
will always be on hand 
for advice, and we 
always offer a compre¬ 
hensive and competitive 
solution for all your 
motoring needs. 

From air filters to 
windscreen washers, 
MOTs, tyres and every¬ 
thing in-between., our 
attention to detail is 
what keeps customers 
coming back. 

So, you can be sure - 
whatever your motoring 
problem - Peak 
Performance is the solu¬ 
tion! 


C S Box^ Lkl 

Over 30 years experience in the piumbing and heating industry. 

C S can supply 

I PLUMBING & HEATING 
1 MATERIALS 

ll TOOL & PLANT HIRE 
" _ I CALOR GAS BOTTLES 

i I i ‘ j I jTj M i I Whatever the product you 

™ ^ -W ‘1 require, give us a call. 


C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


RETAIL COUNTER SERVICE 


SHOWROOM 


Suppliers of . . . 


:^^FOi»CCSTEII 

toilITrs 


Office 01446 772444 
Shop 01446 772292 
www.csboxall.co.uk 


OPEN: 
8.00am 
’til 5.00pm 


5 Year 
Guarantee 


Gas Safe 
Installers 




FREE LOCAL CALOR GAS DELIVERY & FREE SAFETY CHECK 

39F VALE BUSINESS PARK, 

LLANDOW, Nr COWBRIDGE CF71 7PF 
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Anthony Hopkins is 
devilishly hammy in 
average horror film 


S EVERAL 
summers ago, 

I found myself 
walking behind 
Anthony Hopkins 
on Cowbridge High 
Street: had I the 
opportunity to stop 
him, after praising 
him on a career of 
huge success, I 
would have asked 
him why he was 
now choosing to 
spend his time 
making less-than 
vital fare. 

The likes of The 
Wolfinan, All The Kings 
Men, Proof and The 
Human Stain are all 
examples of lacklustre 
films wasting the actor’s 
gravitas and ability. 

With Hopkins’ screen 
time diminishing due to 
his love of painting and 
composing (he will be 
‘in concert’ this July in 
St David’s Hall), his lat¬ 
est outing takes on 
something of a rare 
opportunity. 

Entitled The Rite, it 
tells the story of 
Michael Kovak (Colin 
O’Donoghue), a semi¬ 
nary student sent to 
Rome to study exorcism 
under Father Lucas 
Trevant (Hopkins). 
However, Kovak’s scep¬ 
ticism is put to the test 


by the events he sees, 
while Trevant starts to 
show signs that he, too, 
is becoming affected by 
the presence of evil... 

For an Anthony 
Hopkins aficionado like 
myself, the opportunity 
to see him possessed by 
a demon is one that 
couldn’t be passed up; 
after all, Hopkins 
unleashed is always a 
hugely watchable 
prospect, and the same 
is true here. 

Sadly, that is one of 
the only things that is 
watchable, as The Rite 
is a humdrum slice of 
schlock horror, 
enlivened only by the 
lead turns. 

That Hopkins isn’t 
the lead isn’t a huge 
problem, as the film is 
well anchored by new¬ 
comer Colin 
O’Donoghue as Kovak. 

He offers a decent 
turn as a man thrown 
into a world of religion 
almost by accident, and 
it is his scepticism and 
reluctance that offers 
meat to the film’s cen¬ 
tral conflict of belief 
versus doubt ,when it 
comes to the presence of 
evil. 

O’Donoghue more 
than holds his own and 
is a solid lead, temper¬ 
ing his turn with low- 
key resolve and more 
than a hint of doubt, and 
it is an auspicious debut 


for the actor. 

Opposite him, 
Hopkins is a devilish 
delight, his turn coming 
with a massive dollop of 
ham, yet as ever always 
watchable. 

The scenes with him 
are easily the most 
engaging, the actor 
delivering all of his 
gravitas and nous to a 
role that he could proba¬ 
bly play in his sleep, yet 
imbuing it with vivacity. 

Hopkins would be 
watchable even as the 
lead in a Kerry Katona 
biopic, and it is in his 
exorcism scenes that he 
really hits home - no- 
one can shout lines like 
“Daddy’s coming from 
hell!” with quite the 
same panache as 
Hopkins, and his turn, 
along with 

O’Donoghue’s, really 
elevates the material. 

While Alice Braga is 
so-so as a journalist 
looking into the world 
of exorcism, and the 
l ik es of Ciaran Hinds, 
Rutger Hauer and Toby 
Jones pop up to give the 
cast list a credibility 
boost - it is Marta 
Gastini who strikes out 
as a young girl who, 
depending on your 
viewpoint, is either pos¬ 
sessed or in need of psy¬ 
chiatric help; her per¬ 
formance is strong, hit¬ 
ting the right notes as a 
pregnant teen in a world 


of trouble. Director 
Mikael Hafstrom is on 
familiar territory here, 
having helmed the 
underwhelming hotel 
room horror 1408, and 
he clearly comes from 
the old school of relying 
on naturalistic jumps 
rather than computer¬ 
generated horrors; sadly, 
there just aren’t enough 
of them. While 
Hafstrom gives the film 
an eerie look and feel, 
and plays on the psy¬ 
chological impact of the 
events, the scares just 
aren’t there, with only a 
few jumps carrying any 
level of ingenuity. 

While he moves the 
film along at a pace, and 
marshals the perform¬ 
ances well, there just 
isn’t very much going 
on here from the direc¬ 
tion, Hafstrom undone 
by a horror lacking in 
real scares. 

The biggest bugbear, 
however, is the script. 
Written by Michael 
Petroni (responsible for 
the last outing in the 
Narnia franchise, weird¬ 
ly) and based on a book 
by Matt Baglio, which 
recounts true events, it 
starts off as a story 
about how a conflicted 
man finds himself tested 
by the church’s unerring 
belief in the presence of 
the devil and evil. 

This conflict is mined 
well early on, but once 


Artist looks for Vale 
women with a story 



ABOVE: 

One of Sol Jorgensen^s drawings 
of her son, Seth. 


SCREEN 

TALK 



Iby GARETHI 
JAMIESON 


we reach the exorcism 
parts, this meatier topic 
of belief systems gives 
way to histrionics and 
generic horror staples. 

As frustrating as this 
is, it is almost par for 
the course in a genre 
that places scares over 
substance - and were it 
not for the three decent 
turns on show here. The 
Rite would be on the 
bottom rung of that lad¬ 
der. 

However, Hopkins’ 
delightfully devilish turn 
and those around him 
make this a passable, 
but ultimately forget¬ 
table, film. 

VERDICT-A 
schlocky horror that is 
lifted by the turns of 
Anthony Hopkins, Colin 
O ’Donoghue and Marta 
Gastini, The Rite is 
nothing spectacular nor 
anything overtly offen¬ 
sive. 

Lacking in real scares 
and jumps, it is the per¬ 
formances of the previ¬ 
ously mentioned actors 
that save it from total 
ignominy. AVERAGE. 


WOMEN in the 
Vale are being 
asked to come for¬ 
ward to take part 
in an art project to 
celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of 
International 
Women’s Day. 

It is the idea of local 
artist Sol Jorgensen, 
who has returned to St 
Donats Arts Centre for 
another solo exhibition 
of drawings, prints and 
photographs of rural 
women in small com¬ 
munities. 

The exhibition forms 
the start of a new proj¬ 
ect to draw and record 
the lives of women in 
the rural Vale in particu¬ 
lar, and Sol is looking 
for interesting women to 
draw. 

The exhibition has 
an introduction by Mrs 
Pauline Thomas, a Wick 
resident for 45 years, 
and is open to the public 
from Monday to Friday 
(10am-4pm). 

Sol is known locally 
for work with disabled 
youth, and gave up a 
promising career to stay 
at home and care for her 
disabled father and son. 

In her first year at art 
college she exhibitied 
photographs in the pres¬ 
tigious Institute of 
Contemporary Art in 
London and lectured in 
St Martins College of 
Art in the year after her 
degree. 


She is now studying 
for her masters degree, 
and has a studio in 
Wick. 

Anyone interested in 
having a portrait drawn 
by Sol can contact her 
on 01656 890728 to set 
up a venue, and to be 
invited to a private view 
and artists talk on 
March 7. 

This is on the eve of 
the 100th International 
Womens Day and has 
prompted the project. 

Sol stold The GEM: 


“Local stories and local 
lives are often lost to 
history, but make up the 
very backbone of our 
land. I would like to 
record some of the life 
stories in whatever form 
is suitable to the sitter. 

“From drawing to 
diary work, paintings to 
poems, of the land and 
working the land, of the 
people that make up our 
lives. In this Centennial 
year I want to include 
women from the Rural 
Vale.'” 
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OCEAN LOUNGE • PORTHKERRY 


It looks like being a classic summer season here at the 
Ocean Lounge. With a few more improvements, and 
some changes to the menu with a new specials 
board, we are definitely worth visiting. 

Can you be entertained? 

Mixing it up a bit more this year! As well as cabaret 
nights on a Saturday we will be having some bands 
and comedians, plus a mixture of other acts on a Friday ' 
(Easter onwards) such as karaoke, theme nights, band ' ^ 
nights, comedy nights, and drag artists, there is something ' 
for everyone. It’s the only place to go to over the Bank 
holiday weekends, with 3 big nights of entertainment. 

Keep an eye out for what’s coming. 

And to eat? We offer a great value menu from only £4.99 with 
traditional family favourites, plus some more unusual fayre too. 
Don’t forget our Curry with a pint on Thursday evenings from the 
end of May onwards. It’s been really popular, with home made 
curries changing weekly, plus the Thursday quiz. Sunday lunch 
from £6.95 offers exceptional value for a table served meal in 
relaxed surroundings without the hustle and the bustle of the 
usual carvery fare. Booking for lunch is definitely recommended. 
The location? With fantastic views from the cliff top overlooking 
the Bristol Channel, with views to The Knap and the historic 
islands of Steepholm and Flatholm, and on a clear day across 
to Weston it is a great place to find refreshment with 
the large cliff top patio and outdoor seating. And yet 
only a 10 minute trip from Barry or Llantwit Major. 

What else? A large car park and pleasant location 
makes us an ideal place to hold a wedding reception, 
birthday party, conference or any private function. 

In short, a great place, serving good food and 
good beer, with a great atmosphere! 

Bookings for Mothers Day now being taken, 

3 course meal £9.95, plus pianist/violin. Booking 
definitely recommended to avoid disappointment. 


All 

RBS Rugby 
Matches 
shown on 
large TV 
Screens. 


OPEN FROM FRIDAY, 11th MARCH 






CAR BOOT SALE 

PORTHKERRY LEISURE PARK, 
RHOOSE, CF62 3ZP 

SUNDAY’S 

FROM MARCH 06/2011 2PM - ONWARDS 

SUNDAY ROAST £6.95 

IN THE OCEAN LOUNGE BAR 

TO FIND US, CLICK ‘DIRECTIONS’ @ 
WWW.FIREJOUST.COM 


ir ir MM Telephone: 01446 710362 / 711538 ^ ^ 


Open Friday 5pm -12 midnight; Saturday 12 noon - 4pm, 7pm - 12 midnight; Sunday 12 noon - 4pm 
See our advert in The GEM for regular entertainment updates and extended opening dates 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Empty wardrobes 
to help Ty Hafan! 


TY HAFAN charity 
shops in Barry and 
Maesteg are appealing 
for donations of good 
quality unwanted 
clothes. 

“You can be rest 
assured that the charity 
will make the most of 
every item you donate to 
benefit life-limited chil¬ 
dren, young people and 
their families from across 
Wales,” a spokeswoman 
said. 

“And if you happen to 
be a UK taxpayer, and 
sign up for Gift Aid, Ty 
Hafan can claim an extra 
25p in the pound on top 
of the selling price of 
your donations. It doesn’t 
end there either as, 
should an item not be 
sold, it will be sent for re¬ 
cycling which generates 
additional income for the 
charity too.” 

For more information, 
telephone 029 2067 2067 
or visit www.tyhafan.org 





“Don’t delay - 
today 


empty your wardrobe 
- Ty Hafan call. 


Fairtrade feast 
in Porthcawl 


SUSTAINABLE 
WALES is planning 
a ‘Fairtrade Feast’ 
at The Salthouse, 
The Square, 
Porthcawl, on 
March 10, from 
7pm. 

The Feast is one of 
the highlights of the 
annual ‘Fairtrade 
Fortnight’ (February 28- 
March 13) and draws 
attention to unfair trad¬ 
ing practices, as well as 
providing funds for 
Sustainable Wales. 

Director Margaret 
Minhinnick said: “The 
charity is hoping to 
entice people to a meal 
that starts off with a 
Fairtrade cocktail recep¬ 
tion and progresses over 
three luscious courses. 


the ingredients of which 
are as fairly-traded and 
locally-sourced as possi¬ 
ble, finishing off with 
coffee and Fairtrade 
chocolates. 

“Dinner guests are 
asked to don items of 
cotton to draw attention 
to the injustices that 
make Fairtrade a vital 
lifeline for cotton farm¬ 
ers. 

“Most producers are 
small-scale farmers up 
against unstable world 
prices, pushed down by 
cheap, subsidised cotton 
from China, the US and 
EU dumped onto world 
markets.” 

Contact Sustainable 
Wales at 41 John Street, 
Porthcawl, 01656 
783405, or SUSSED, 92 
John Street, 783962. 


BUY FAIRTRADE! 

DURING ‘Show off your label!’ in Fairtrade 
Fortnight (February 28-March 13) Cowbridge 
shoppers are invited to get ‘loud and proud’ and 
show the Fairtrade label to make a difference to 
millions of developing world farmers who still live 
in poverty. 

Fairtrade goods are on sale in Noah’s Place 
Cafe, 21 Westgate, on March 5 from 10.30am. 


Kidney Wales’ 
Walk for Life 


KIDNEY Wales 
Foundation’s biggest 
event of the year, Walk 
for Life, on Sunday, 
March 27, will be 
sponsored by 
Specsavers Bridgend 
for the third year in a 
row. 

It comprises a series 
of walks across Wales, 
organised by local people 
and attracts thousands, 
including celebrities and 
politicians. 

“As well as supporting 
families affected by kid¬ 
ney disease, money 
raised from the walks 
will fund and train key 
staff at the Children’s 
Kidney Centre. It will 
also help the charity 
invest in life-saving 
equipment and patient 
care, as well as fund 
ground-breaking 
research into kidney dis¬ 
ease and support organ 
donation, ” a spokesman 
said. 

Celebrities such as TV 
presenters Alex Jones, 


WHAT’S ON IN 
YOUR AREA? 


Councillors’ 
surgery 
LABOUR councillors 
for Castleland ward, 
Chris Elmore, Pamela 
Drake and Karl 
Kuhnell, will hold their 
monthly advice sur¬ 
gery on Saturday, 
March 5 between 
10.30am-12pm at the 
Drop In Centre, No 3 
Dunlin Court, 
Thompson Street 
Estate, Barry. 

No appointment is 
necessary. If you need 
advice but can’t attend 
the surgery, contact 
Coun Chris Elmore on 
07867 506116, or 01446 
401595. 

Dyspraxia 

support 

THE next meeting of 
the Vale Dyspraxia 
Support Group on 
Monday, March 7 at 
7.30pm in the Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, 
Barry, will feature a 
report on the 
Dyspraxia training day 
run by the Dyscovery 
Centre. 



A Cowbridge Physic Gm*den Event 

Gardeners’ 

Question Time 

in the St Quentin’s Suite 
at the Bear Hotel, 

Cowbridge, Wednesday, 

March 16th at 7.30pm 

‘A YEAR IN MY GARDEN’ 

A talk by Ivor Mace, renowned nationwide expert on chrysanthemums, 
roses, carnations and a Premier League vegetable grower. 

Enjoy an informative evening with one of the best plantsmen in Wales. 

Chairman: Dan Clayton-Jones with a panel of experts 
Tickets £5 per person (pay at the door) • Bar and Raffle 
For pre-booked tickets phone: 01446 774534 or book on-line 

All proceeds for the Physic Garden which relies wholly on public support for its livelihood 

Church Street, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 
www.cowbridgephysicgarden.org.vik 


The group supports 
children and young peo¬ 
ple with dyspraxia (as 
well as related condi¬ 
tions such as dyslexia, 
ADHD, Asperger’s 
Syndrome, OCD, 
Tourettes) and their par¬ 
ents and carers by pro¬ 
viding advice and infor¬ 
mation as well as an 
opportunity to exchange 
experiences. 

The Vale Dyspraxia 
Support Group operates 
a 24-hour help and 
advice line on 01446 
738945 and a website, 
WWW. vdsg. org.uk and 
also runs social activi¬ 
ties and a laptop loan 
programme. 

Fibromyalgia 

support 

THE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Eibromyalgia Support 
Group monthly meet¬ 
ing will be on Tuesday, 
March 8. 

Contact group leader 
Barbara Clissett on 
0845 345 5813 for fiir- 
ther details. Call are 
charged at standard 
rate. 

Local history 
meeting 

THE next meeting of 
the Dinas Powys Local 
History Society will be 
on tuesday, March 8 at 
7.30pm, when Matthew 
Salisbury will give an 
illustrated talk entitled 
‘Captain Scott - The 
Cardiff Connection’ in 
the Kynance Church 
Hall, Dinas Powys. 

A fee of £1.50 will be 
charged at the door for 
non-members, and £1 
for members. All are 
welcome to attend. 


Sarra Elgan and Andrea 
Benfield, as well as 
Wales rugby star Leigh 
Halfpenny, have already 
pledged their support to 
this year’s event as Walk 
for Life ambassadors. 

Anne Lowndes, direc¬ 
tor at Specsavers 
Bridgend, says: “We’re 
extremely proud to be 
sponsoring the Walk for 
Life again this year. It 
was an easy decision for 
us to make as the work 
the Kidney Wales 
Foundation does is close 
to the heart of many of 
staff and customers. 

“As kidney disease is 
often caused by hyperten¬ 
sion and diabetes, which 
is also responsible for 
many complications in 
the eye, the cause is very 
relevant to many of our 
customers. ” 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact www.kid- 
neywales.com 


Eisteddfod 

appeal 

committee 

THE National 
Eisteddfod of Wales 
will be held at 
Llandow, from 
August 4-11, 2012 and 
a Dinas Powys appeal 
committee has been 
set up to raise £12,000 
towards the costs. 

Some of the forth¬ 
coming events are: 
Monday, March 14 - 
fish and chip supper at 
the Star Inn - The 
Square, Dinas Powys at 
7-30 pm.(Cost £12). 

Saturday, April 30 - 
Twmpath Dawns - 
Parish Hall, Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys. 

Thursday, May 26 - 
An Evening with Rhodri 
Morgan - Lee Hall, 
Britway Road, Dinas 
Powys. 

Saturday, June 18 - 
family barbecue - Lee 
Hall, Britway Road, 
Dinas Powys. 

All are welcome to 
bring additional 
fundraising ideas to an 
open meeting to be held 
at the Old Library, 
Britway Road, Dinas 
Powys on Tuesday, 
March 8, at 7.30pm. 

Further information 
may be obtained from: 
Mrs Julia Beasley, tele¬ 
phone 029 2051 2185; 
or Mrs Jayne Lewis, 
telephone 029 2051 
3500 


Over-50s are offered a 
leisure centre taster day 


VALE residents who are more 
than 50 years of age are invited to 
a day at their local leisure centre to 
try out a range of activities. 

The days, given the snappy title 
“You Don’t Know Until You Give It A 
Go Day” will take place at three Vale 
leisure centres, and are organised joint¬ 
ly by Age Concern Cardiff and the 
Vale, and The Vale Council. 

A spokeswoman said: “These free 
days will offer taster sessions in differ¬ 
ent activities that already take place in 
the Vale. 

“Each session is from 10.30am to 
2.30pm, and there will be free tea and 
coffee. 

“Taster sessions in Nordic walking, 
bowls, ‘Extend’, yoga, belly dancing. 


badminton and a photographic chal¬ 
lenge walk, plus many more. 

“There will be information on foot¬ 
paths, cycle routes, private gyms, 
health spas and existing activity 
groups.” 

She added: “If you are over 60, why 
not bring proof of age, a swimsuit and 
towel to Barry or Penarth and have a 
free swim while you are there.” 

The sessions will take place at: 
Cowbridge Leisure Centre 
(Wednesday, March 9); Barry Leisure 
Centre (Wednesday, March 16); and 
Penarth (Cogan) Leisure Centre 
(Wednesday, March 23). 

There will be local posters at each 
centres giving full details of the day’s 
timetable. 


IN BRIEF 

Rhoose 

surgery 

RHOOSE ward coun¬ 
cillors Jeff James and 
Gordon Kemp will be 
holding one of their 
regular advice surger¬ 
ies on Saturday, March 
12 from 10am to 12 
noon at the Rhoose 
Community hall, 
Stewart Road, Rhoose. 
Residents in the ward 
are welcome. No 
appointment is neces¬ 
sary. For further infor¬ 
mation, telephone 01446 
710690. 

Diabetes talk 

THE Diabetes UK 
Cymru’s Vale volun¬ 
tary group will hold a 
meeting on Tuesday, 
March 15 in the board 
room at Llandough 
Hospital, at 7.30pm. 

Dr Julia Platts, 
Consultant diabetolo- 
gist, will give an update 
on diabetes research. 
New members welcome. 

Call 01446 746639 
for details. 

Film show 

THERE will be a film 
and social evening at 
the next meeting of 
Penarth Aviation 
Society tomorrow 
(Eriday, March 4) 

Non-members inter¬ 
ested in aeroplances 
and the romance of fiy- 
ing are also welcome to 
attend. 

The meeting will be 
held in the Penarth 
Conservative Club at 
7.45pm for 8pm. 

Further information 
from David Ephraim on 
01446 721321. 


Poetic art! 



THE Washington Gallery in Penarth will 
he holding a women’s art exhibition, to 
commemorate International Women’s Day, 
all over the world on March 8. 

Pauline Williams, Kay Keogh, Shirley Anne 
Owen and Sue Roberts will present an exhibition of 
painting and 3D work, incorporating the theme of 
poetry from March 7-26. 


Bereaved by 

Suicide? 


' 

V W Hosted by Bridgend Samaritans 
Anyone affected by suicide welcome 

1st Thursday, every month, 7pm 
YMCA Mdgend • Angel Street • Bridgend • CF31 4AD 
For more information contact Bridgend Samaritans 
PWfrffTm 01656 662333 

www.samaritans.org 


ZENERGY’S 
P SYCHIC FAY^ 

at Llantwit Major Rugby Club 
this Saturday, 5th March 10am to 3pm 
Admission Free 
* Psychic Readings * Astrology 
* New Age Gifts * Childrens Activities 
Come along or if not available why not book a 
Psychic Party in your home. 


Mindfulness Meditation - Tuesdays 6.45 - 8.15pm 
Bank House, East Street, Llantwit Major - Only £2.50 


Call 01446 796411 for more information 

e-mail: info@zenergylife.com 
web: www.zenergylife.com 



> 


rmsAc 

Fontygary Park 

RE-OPENS ON 
THURSDAY 
3rd MARCH 

Open every Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday 

^ (01446) 

710708 
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SUPERSTARS 
IN MAKING 
RAISE FUNDS 
FOR NOAH’S 
ARK APPEAL 


^ Staff at the Marie Curie 
Hospice in Penarth, 
meet the rugby stars. 


LEFT: 

Christian Bullen and Connie Fisher. 


STUDENTS from Barry’s 
Superstars in the Making 
Performing Arts Academy pro¬ 
vided the entertainment for The 
Noah’s Ark Appeal’s annual 
event at the Hilton Hotel on 
February 27. 

The children performed a 
variety of hits from West End 
Musicals including the Sound of 
Music in the presence of Connie 
Fisher, star of the West End 


revival. 

The students were invited to 
perform at this prestigious event 
after being spotted at their 
‘Superstars Live’ show at the 
Memorial Hall last November. 
Receiving a standing ovation at 
the end of Sunday’s show was 
proof that these children are 
real Superstars. The academy is 
thrilled to contribute to such a 
worthwhile charity and all pro¬ 


ceeds went to The Noah’s Ark 
Appeal fund! 

The students enjoyed chatting 
with Connie after the show and 
were thrilled to be invited to 
perform in future events. 

To follow Superstars’ busy per¬ 
formance schedule, visit 
www.superstarsinthemaking.com 
or call 07531814820. 

CHRISTIAN BULLEN 


Penarth Computer Club 

Helping to cut out the jargon! 


WHY do we at the 
club try to avoid 
jargon? Because it 
gets in the way of 
understanding. 

Consider the English 
language. We all use it 
fairly effectively and 
can usually make our¬ 
selves understood. 

We cannot know all 
the words, even if we 
are perfect with the 
grammar. We just do 
the best we can. 

It is hard to under¬ 
stand what someone is 
saying if they use unfa¬ 
miliar words. I am not 
talking only about edu¬ 
cated, or sophisticated, 
words. The problem is 
just as acute if the 
words form part of a 
local dialect or slang 
or jargon. 

Jargon is the lan¬ 
guage, especially the 
words, used by a par¬ 
ticular trade, group, or 
profession. The techni¬ 
cal nature of computers 
means that there is an 
inevitable amount of 


jargon. We encourage 
members to shout 
‘Jargon’, if the speaker 
uses a word that is not 
understood. It can then 
be explained in simple 
language immediately. 

It means that others 
who would be reluctant 
to shout out also learn. 

Much jargon consists 
of words made up for 
the new technology. For 
example, BIOS is a 
computer acronym for 
basic input output sys¬ 
tem just as BOGOF in 
marketing stands for 
buy one get one free. A 
more general one is 
PIN for personal identi¬ 
fication number. 

Everyday words can 
also mean something 
entirely different in the 
context of computers. A 
computer used to be a 
person who did the 
working out of a mathe¬ 
matician’s formula by 
inserting a series of 
values and computing 
the results using pencil 
and paper. Now it is a 


magic box that does 
wonderfully complex 
things according to 
instructions. 

A mouse used to 
have a tail, in common 
with a real live mouse. 

A wireless mouse does- 
n’t have one, but the 
name will stick. 

We boot up a com¬ 
puter, but do not actual¬ 
ly kick it. The boot 
refers to a bootstrap 
programme coded per¬ 
manently into the 
machine. It runs when 
the power is switched 
on and loads the oper¬ 
ating system into mem¬ 
ory for operation. 

It refers to the self- 
sufficiency of being 
able to pull oneself up 
by ones own bootstraps. 

A bug was already in 
use as a term for a 
problem in a device and 
extended to computer 
programmes when they 
came about. 

In 1947 America, 
when computers were 
still using valves and 


electrical contacts, a 
problem was identified 
as a dead moth trapped 
between relay termi¬ 
nals. 

It was stuck to the 
daily log and noted as 
the first actual case of 
a bug being found. The 
log, with moth, eventu¬ 
ally found its way into 
the Smithsonian in 
1991 and later exhibit¬ 
ed. 

What might have 
started out as a joke is 
now enshrined in com¬ 
puter history. 

The computer pio¬ 
neers must have had 
fun dreaming up new 
words or new meanings 
for old ones. 

We next meet on 
Tuesday March 8 at All 
Saints Lesser Hall at 
7.30 for 8. There will 
be a short session on 
keyboard shortcuts and 
a talk on a topic yet to 
be decided. Visitors 
welcome. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND 


Cowbridge squash results 


WITH the squash league taking a week off, it is a chance to take a look at the 
league tables. 

While Cowbridge A Bar 44 are fighting it out in a tight league, the B Bar 44 team will be 
hoping to catch the top two in the coming weeks. 

The C team meanwhile will be looking to pull away from the bottom and make a charge 
towards the upper reaches of the tabel - there is all to play for! 

ONE EAST SECTION B 

^Referee Points 


Pos 

Team 

Ties 

Ties 

Matches Matches 

Games 

Games 

Points 

Points 

TOTAL 



Won 

Lost 

Won 

Lost 

For 

Against 

For 

Against 

POINT 

1st 

Newport D 

4 

1 

17 

8 

58 

43 

716 

631 

75* 

2nd 

Rhiwbina B 

3 

2 

14 

11 

49 

45 

650 

638 

63* 

3rd 

Cardiff C 

2 

3 

12 

13 

50 

56 

668 

752 

58 

4th 

St Mellons C 

3 

2 

11 

14 

45 

56 

677 

703 

57 

5th 

Cowbridge A Bar 44 

2 

3 

12 

13 

49 

50 

969 

671 

57 

6th 

Newport E 

1 

4 

9 

16 

52 

53 

712 

724 

56 
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"^Referee Points 






Pos 

Team 

Ties 

Ties 

Matches Matches 

Games 

Games 

Points 

Points 

TOTAL 



Won 

Lost 

Won 

Lost 

For 

Agnst 

For 

Agnst 

POINTS 

1st 

David Lloyd B 

4 

1 

18 

7 

58 

33 

676 

544 

76* 

2nd 

Barry Leisure A 

4 

1 

16 

9 

56 

35 

670 

540 

73* 

3rd 

Cowbridge B Bar 44 

2 

3 

9 

16 

39 

54 

555 

661 

48* 

4th 

St Mellons E 

1 

4 

9 

16 

38 

55 

590 

665 

45* 

5th 

Rhiwbina D 

2 

2 

8 

12 

35 

44 

483 

554 

44* 

6th 

Old Penarthians B 

1 

3 

10 

10 

34 

39 

485 

495 

38 



SOUTH 

GLAMORGAN THREE 








^Referee Points 






Pos 

Team 

Ties 

Ties 

Matches Matches 

Games 

Games 

Points 

Points 

TOTAL 



Won 

Lost 

Won 

Lost 

For 

Agnst 

For 

Agnst 

POINTS 

1st 

Llanishen B 

3 

1 

12 

8 

44 

31 

547 

463 

57* 

2nd 

Old Penarthians C 

2 

2 

11 

9 

42 

32 

530 

491 

50 

3rd 

UHWA 

2 

2 

9 

11 

35 

39 

485 

522 

45* 

4th 

Cowbridge C 

2 

2 

9 

11 

35 

41 

493 

538 

43 

5th 

Cardiff University B 

1 

3 

9 

11 

30 

43 

477 

518 

34 



Welsh rugby stars bring 
smiles to local hospice 


TWO of the Welsh 
rugby stars who 
played against Italy 
in Rome on 
Saturday are help¬ 
ing to promote 
Marie Curie’s Great 
Daffodil appeal. 

The charity’s hospice 
at Penarth recently had 
a visit from Jamie 
Roberts and Sam 
Warburton who met 
patients in the wards 
and in the day therapy. 

One patient at the 
hospice, who is a great 
supporter of the team, 
is Jane Walker, and 
Jamie and Sam found a 
WRU jersey and calen¬ 
dar on her wall in her 
hospice room, which Jane 
then asked them to sign. 

Her husband, Steve, 
said: “Jane has been feel¬ 
ing very unwell but the surprise visitors brought a smile back to her face.” 

To get involved with the Great Daffodil Appeal, or to support the hospice, telephone the fundraising 
office on 029 2042 6068. 



Jane and Steve Walker meet Blues and Wales 
rugby stars Jamie Roberts and Sam Warburton. 


NEWS FROM THE BARRY MEN’S FORUM 


Tales of a Bristol Channel 
pilot inspired forum speaker 


RUSS WATTS 


WHEN involved as 
a teenager in sailing 
from Penarth, the 
speaker, Mr Dave 
Phillips, met an old 
Bristol Channel 
pilot and heard 
many tales that 
fired him to learn 
more about this 
interesting subject. 

The fact that some of 
them, he later came to 
suspect, might not have 
been true, did not dimin¬ 
ish his zeal! 

One day, he saw a real 
pilot cutter on the slip¬ 
way and decided to make 
the history of these fast 
and essential craft the 
subject of his college the¬ 
sis. 

Members of the forum 
were therefore conscious 
that they were learning 
about this subject from a 
master of his facts con¬ 
cerning the whole history 
of pilotage in the difficult 
and dangerous waters, 
that continue to this day 
to bring vital trade to 
ports on both sides of the 
Channel. 

All who live in this 
area know of the huge 
tides, the currents, the 
rocks and the sand banks 
that make sailing on the 
Bristol Channel such a 
hazard. The need for 


pilotage to get ships from 
the Atlantic up to the 
important port of Bristol 
had been recognised 
from medieval times. 

The history is well 
documented and vast, 
and only snippets can be 
told in a report of this 
size. 

Dave even told us that 
a certain, James Ray, was 
the pilot who took 
Cabot’s ship the 
Matthew, from the Avon 
and through the Channel 
on its journey from 
Bristol to discover 
America in 1497. 

A little later a Lt. 
Bligh of the RN, later to 
become the captain of the 
Bounty, drew charts of 
the sandbanks and other 
hazards in the Channel 
and copies of these were 
shown to forum mem¬ 
bers. 

The city and county of 
Bristol had been granted 
a charter by the Crown in 
the 15th century to con¬ 
trol and licence all 
pilotage activities in the 
Channel and the fast and 
unique cutters were nor¬ 
mally built there. 

Although Bristol 
appointed and controlled 
all pilots until the 1860s 
the pilots themselves 
really, without exception, 
all came from the village 
of Pill downriver from 


the great city and actual¬ 
ly in Somerset. 

There were often 
strained relations 

between the village of 
Pill and the city, but after 
a visit from the press 
gang during the 
Napoleonic Wars, the 
city authorities forebade 
future visits and protect¬ 
ed the village that lived 
on its pilotage skills. 

When Channel trade 
increased in early 
Victorian times, there 
were often 20 to 30 pilot 
cutters lurking in the lee 
of Lundy Island, waiting 
to race out to get their 
pilot on board distant 
steamers headed east¬ 
ward to port. 

It was a lucrative, but 
dangerous business. 
Between 1877 and 1914 
our speaker informed us 
that at least 70 cutters 
were lost at sea. Very 
few were lost to bad 
weather conditions. A far 
greater number were 
simply run-down during 
‘normal’ operations. 

Bristol lost its monop¬ 
oly of pilot supply and 
control in the middle of 
the 19th century when 
the need for coal and 
steel led to a huge expan¬ 
sion of trade from Cardiff 
and Newport docks, and 
pilots were for the first 
time appointed to serve 


ships plying their trade 
on the Welsh side of the 
Channel. 

Initially, they had to be 
supplied from Pill, so 
that small and remark¬ 
able village continued to 
thrive. 

Eventually, the fast but 
old fashioned pilot cut¬ 
ters were phased out and 
replaced by steam boats, 
but it is interesting to 
note that Bristol pilots 
still had two sailing cut¬ 
ters operating in the 
1950s, well within the 
lifetime of a few of our 
older members. 

These wonderful boats 
are still being built today, 
for leisure purposes, at a 
cost of half a million 
pounds each, on the same 
stretch of water where 
Cabot’s ship and his 
pilot’s boat were each 
built so long ago. 

At the next meeting on 
March 3, Mr Jonathan 
Hicks will speak on 
‘Barry and World War 
Two’. 

Meetings are held at 
10.30am on Thursdays in 
the hall of the United 
Reformed Church in 
Barry. For further 
details, contact 029 2059 
4881. 

MAC 

TANNER. 
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The new season 
starts for the 
farming golfers 



ABOVE: Veteran golfers John Davies, Mike Lee, Gwyn Evans 
and David Thomas ready to start a new season. 


THE opening fix¬ 
ture of the new golf¬ 
ing calendar of the 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society took place 
last Thursday. 

A total of 48 members 
and guests gathered at 
Southemdown Golf Club 
to compete for the 
Southemdown Cup, and 
the quality prizes sup¬ 
plied by generous spon¬ 
sor, Mr Glyn Watts- 
Jones. 

The testing conditions 
often endured on this 
well-maintained links 
course once again caused 
a few problems, particu¬ 
larly for those more used 
to playing on parkland 
courses. 

The sound of a hunt¬ 
ing horn controlling 
hounds out on exercise, 
which occasionally drift¬ 
ed across the course, also 
proved quite a distraction 
- especially to those with 
dual interests. 

With nearly half of 
those competing playing 
on their home course, it 


Call up 
for 
Cory! 

CORY ALLEN has 
been selected to play 
for Wales’ under-18 
WRU team. 

He is the only Vale 
player to be selected to 
play for his country at 
this level of rugby, and is 
a student of Ysgol Gyfun 
Bro Morgannwg. 

They have a mini ‘Six 
Nations’ coming up, and 
he played in a friendly 
game against Leicester 
Tigers in preparation for 
this. He is also in the 
Cardiff Blues Academy 
and has been informed 
that the Blues will be 
offering him a contract. 

DG 

We welcome 
your news 
and views, 
reports and 
other items 
of interest - 
email 

gemeditorial 

@tindlenews 

.co.uk 


was no surprise to dis¬ 
cover all the prizewin¬ 
ners were members of 
the host club. 

Martin David, proud 
father of successful race¬ 
horse jockeys Tom and 
Evan, was determined 
not to be left behind in 
the family’s recent sport¬ 
ing achievements when 
scoring 38 stableford 
points to take first prize 
in the members’ section, 
seeing off the challenge 
of John Caines, who fin¬ 
ished mnner-up with 37. 

Veteran golfer Robert 
Thomas with 36 points, 
finished third just ahead 
of Keith Wilding who 
scored 34 points. 

In the guest section, 
Southemdown commit¬ 
teeman Lyn Davies, with 
31 points, finished run¬ 
ner-up to Gordon Cooper 
who finished with 37 
points. 

Nearest the pin on the 
par three holes were Neil 
McLean, Trevor 

Wooding, John Caines 
and Robert Thomas, 
while guest John Thomas 
hit the longest drive on 
the selected hole to win 
the ‘James Hog Roast’ 
sponsored prize. 

Llantwit Major farmer 
Brian Jones once again 
returned home with a 
prize for his devoted and 
long-suffering wife 
Diana, when correctly 
guessing 31 balls would 
fail to make the journey 
home to win the ‘Premier 
Turf’ sponsored bottle of 
whisky. 

Members were partic¬ 
ularly pleased to see Dai 
John making his season’s 
debut following his 
recent enforced break, 
and also to see both 
David Thomas and 



Brian Jones wins 
another prize for 
his wife. 



Keith Walker missed 
his first meeting 
since 2003. 

Gwyn Evans complete 
the course. 

Keith Walker’s 

remarkable record of 
attending every society 
meeting since 2003 came 
to an end due to some 
cosmetic surgery, but all 
are hoping he will be 
available (and recognis¬ 
able) for the society’s 
next meeting at the 
Glamorganshire Golf 
Club, Penarth kindly 
sponsored by Hire One 
Ltd. 


TMcC 


Geraint 'pedals’ 
recycling message 



ABOVE: Welsh champion cyclist Geraint 
Thomas has pledged his support to 
the Vale's recycling campaigns. 
WORLD champion and Olympic cyclist 
Geraint Thomas MBE is helping to raise 
the profile of recycling in the Vale. 

He is urging local residents to champion the 
reduce, reuse and recycle way of living. 


Dragons on top 
but fail to take 
their chances 

Barry Town 1 

Cambrian and Clydach BCG 3 


Cowbridge under-7s 
leave it late to snatch 
win over Wanderers 


THE final score 
does not really tell 
the truth of a game 
which, particularly 
in the second half. 
The Dragons domi¬ 
nated for long peri¬ 
ods. 

First blood went to 
Barry Town when a 
great through ball to 
Mike Hartley saw him 
cut inside and fire a 
shot past the 
Cambrian keeper. 

Gradually 

Cambrian started to 
get into the game with 
Lee Matthews, a for¬ 
mer Dragon, playing 
well in midfield. 

The game ebbed 
and flowed with nei¬ 
ther team creating 
chances until 
Cambrian were 
awarded a free kick. 

Slack marking at 
the back allowed 
Jason Bertorelli a free 
header, which was 
promptly despatched 
past Dan Bradley. 

Cambrian then hit 
two in five minutes 
when a Michael Jones 
shot was deflected past 
the stranded Barry 
keeper and another 
shot from Jamie 


Rewberry, going well 
wide, hit Kurt Betties 
and went into the net. 

The second half 
belonged to Barry 
Town but they were 
unable to find that last 
pass to create a 
chance. 

The Dragons will be 
disappointed with the 
result but will take 
heart from another 
good display which on 
another day would 
have got them at least 
a point. 

On Friday night. 
The Dragons travel to 
Taffs Well for what is 
now an important 
game, with The 
Dragons only taking 
four points from their 
last eight games, since 
they beat Taffs Well in 
early November. 

Dragons: Dan 
Bradley; Geraint 
Fro wen, Kurt Betties, 
Lewis Cosslett, Lewis 
James; Rob Blatchford, 
Sam Hartrey, James 
Saddler, Mike Hartley 
(sub Zaki Misbah); 
Josh Bell (sub Anthony 
Nagi), Ryan Jenkins. 


COWBRIDGE 
under-7s squad was 
down to 15 for this 
hastily re-arranged 
fixture against 
Glamorgan 
Wanderers. 

Wanderers arrived 
with a combined under- 
7s and under-8s team, as 
they obviously had the 
same pressures and look¬ 
ing at the size of them, it 
appeared that most were 
of the older age group; 

However, their coach¬ 
ing team very fairly 
mixed the team up so as 
to make it as fair a con¬ 
test as possible. 

Things started badly 
for the Cowbridge boys 
when the Wanderers ran 
in for a try practically 
from the kick-off, but the 
boys rallied and played 
with the best team effort 
seen this year. 

Reuben Davies, with 
his characteristic strong 
running, levelled the 
scores and then grabbed 
a further two for a first 
quarter lead. 

The second quarter 
saw James Jones score 
his first try for 
Cowbridge, which miti¬ 
gated the three scored by 
the Wanderers. 

Two tries from Archie 
Lloyd and one from 
Harry Treharne equalled 
those scored by 


Wanderers in the third 
quarter. 

Into the final quarter 
with Cowbridge ahead 
by one try, and 
Wanderers, with some of 
their older boys on the 
pitch, went ahead before 
a truly spectacular try 
from Lewys Robins start¬ 
ed the fight back, with 
James Jones adding a 
second after great sup¬ 
port running. 

Lewys Robins com¬ 
pleted his hat-trick and 
Rhys Pritchard popped 
up on the right wing to 
put Cowbridge ahead by 
one try with a minute to 
go. 

Some amazing 

defence was required, 
with Wanderers on the 
Cowbridge line, and this 
was rewarded by a 
turnover, letting Lewys 
blaze away for a thor¬ 
oughly deserved 13-11 
victory. 

A truly great game to 
watch, as the defence 
won the game. 

Special mention must 
be made for the match¬ 
winning performance by 
Robbie Brown with his 
truly spectacular diving 
tags and all round defen¬ 
sive work, ably support¬ 
ed by Tom Brennan, who 
was always to the fore in 
getting to the runner, and 
lolo Davies. 

A really great result 


against a largely older 
team, played with a great 
attitude on both sides. 

Squad: Tom Brennan, 
Robbie Brown, Henri 
Cairns, lolo Davies 
Reuben Davies, Ethan 
Francis, Akka Guwy, 
James Jones, Arcie 
Lloyd, Sam Payne, Rhys 
Pritchard, Lewys 

Robins, Will Ryan, 
Finlay Sullivan, Harry 
Treharne. 

Under-lls, 
Pontypridd (away) 
COWBRIDGE 
under-lls headed in 
to the Rhondda 
Valley to tackle 
Pontypridd. 

Morgan Gore got 
things going with one of 
his trademark accurate 
kick offs, allowing 
Bevan Howells to gather 
and drive deep into Ponty 
territory. 

The early action saw 
Cowbridge dominate ter¬ 
ritory and the front five 
of Jake Griffiths, Dylan 
Cottle, Ellis Simon, Jac 
Roberts and Sam Corkill 
were superb as they con¬ 
stantly won in the contact 
area. 

loan Lewis and Rhys 
Bradshaw linked well to 
allow Bevan Howells 
and Morgan Gore the 
space to penetrate the 
Ponty midfield. 

On several occasions 
Luke Beattie and Max 
Cunnington made good 
ground, while makeshift 
full back Max Lucas 
drove powerfully with 
ball in hand. 

The inevitable score 
came as Morgan Gore 
slipped a tackle and out¬ 
stripped the defence. 

As play moved deep 
into Ponty territory, loan 
Lewis fed Rhys 
Bradshaw, who slipped a 
lovely pass to Bevan 
Howells, who powered 
over in the corner. 

Eor the final third, 
Sam Corkill was out¬ 
standing as he constantly 
put his body on the line 
defending against much 
bigger opponents, while 
Jac Roberts was always 
on hand to steal the oppo¬ 
sition ball. 

The much smaller 
Cowbridge backs also 
played their part in a 
huge defensive effort 
with loan Lewis, Rhys 
Bradshaw, Bevan 

Howells and Morgan 
Gore refusing to take a 
backward step. 

Evan Williams raced 
over for the final try of 
the match, for a final 
score of Pontypridd 0 
Cowbridge 21. 

Our thanks to all the 
players, coaches and sup¬ 
porters from Pontypridd 
for their warm welcome 
and a very tough morn¬ 
ing of rugby. 

Squad: Bevan 

Howells, Dylan Cottle, 
Ellis Simon, Evan 
Williams, loan Lewis, 
Jac Roberts, Jake 
Griffiths, Luke Beattie, 
Max Cunnington, Max 
Lucas, Morgan Gore, 
Rhys Bradshaw, Sam 
Corkill, Tom Coates, Tom 
Jose, William Davies. 

MTL 


DC 

Who wants to build what 
and where in the Vale? 

Andrew Hayes - 2 Hollyrood Estate, Peterston Super Ely - galvanised steel fire escape/access 
Close, Highlight Park, Barry - Portal frame storage shed. stairs externally to side of residen- 

Prune/trim silver birch. Mr M and Mrs C Galea - 35 tial care home. 


Mrs Marilyn Gomaa - 31 Eagle 
Road, St Athan - Single storey 
flat roofed extension to the rear 
and Juliet balcony to bedroom at 
first floor. 

Mr John Hawkins - Springfield 
(Llandow) Limited, Sutton 
Road, Llandow - Temporary 
consent for two years for siting of 
residential caravan to accommo¬ 
date horticultural worker. 
Wolverhampton Tree Services - 
Old College Inn, Buttrils Road, 
Barry - Removal of limbs away 
from building. 

Mr Graham Wright - 15 Chantry 
Rise, Penarth - Extension to the 
front and rear of the property, 
erection of a new garage in rear 
garden, loft conversion with 
dormer to rear of property. 

CPMS - Land adjacent to the 
A48, grass verge adjacent to 
McDonalds Restaurant, 

Culverhouse Cross, Wenvoe - 
Three sided internally illuminated 
totem sign, with only the letters to 
illuminate. 

Mr K Singhal - Land at Rhiwau, 
Old Port Road, Wenvoe - 

Renewal of application 
06/00236/PUL - alteration to Old 
Port Road. 

Mr Mike Clare - 1 Augusta 
Road, Penarth - Extend/lift 
height of roof along full ridge 
length, altering angle to roof and 
building up part of the rear eleva¬ 
tion. External walls to incorporate 
extended first floor across foot 
print of existing domestic 
dwelling. 

Mr Chris John - 75 South Road, 
Sully - Creating habitable space 
above existing single storey a nnex 
building to form ancillary domes¬ 
tic accommodation and external 
alterations. 

Mrs Lynette Williams - Land to 
the south east of Wyndham Park 


Greenfield Avenue, Dinas Powys 

- Rear ground floor extension. 

Mr Andrew Nourish - 13 

Westbourne Road, Penarth - 
Erection of single storey rear 
extension. 

Mr Iain McCarthy - St Peters, 
Station Terrace, East Aberthaw 

- Retrospective application for 
single storey rear extension. 

Mrs Claire Gott - Land to rear of 
3 Woodland Place, Penarth - 
Erection of one no. 3 bedroom 
dwelling house with associated 
car parking and amenity space. 
Mrs Catherine Brain - 
Ynysdawel, Llancarfan - Single 
storey garage extension with roof 
terrace above and conversion of 
existing garage with associated 
external works. 

Coral Estates Limited - 145 
Holton Road, Barry - Pascia to 
front elevation. 

Mr Simon Olden - Land adjacent 
to Glebe Eield Barn, Llandow - 

New stable block and hay store. 
Pitz Project Management - 
Miniature golf course adjacent to 
Tourist Information Centre, The 
Promenade, Barry Island. 

Mr John Foley - 12 Fairfield 
Crescent, Llantwit Major - 
Single storey extension providing 
lounge/bedroom, utility, shower 
room and store. 

Mr David Davis - 10 Fairfield 
Crescent, Llantwit Major - 
Single storey extension providing 
hall, shower room and study. 

Mrs Harson - 25 Lon Lyndys, 
Rhoose Point, Rhoose - Rear 
conservatory. 

Sully Centurions Cricket Club - 
Glebefields, Sully - Change of 
use from grazing land to cricket 
ground and associated car parking 

Mr Martin Stokes - 115-117 Port 
Road East, Barry - Provide new 


Ms K Wordley - 2 Bradford 
Place, Penarth - Reduce horse 
chestnut by 50 per cent/pollard. 
Mr and Mrs Phil James - White 
Bungalow, Barry - Alterations to 
existing vehicular access. 

Mr and Mrs Louis and Clare 
Clement - 7 Ham Lane Louth, 
Llantwit Major - Alterations and 
extension to rear of existing 3 bed 
dwelling to form 4 bed family 
home. 

Mr Scott Richardson - Willow 
Tree House, The Downs, St 
Nicholas - Single storey exten¬ 
sion to existing garage to form 
additional garage space and play¬ 
room. 

Mr Darren Bull - 6 Cae’r Pwll, 
Southra Park, Dinas Powys - 
Two storey side extension and sin¬ 
gle storey rear extension. 

Mr and Mrs E H Lewis - 
Michaelmas Cottage, The Vines, 
Colwinston - Installation of 
chimney pipe to east (rear) eleva¬ 
tion and insertion of French door 
and canopy on north (side) eleva¬ 
tion replacing window. 

Mr John Williams - Sealawns 
Hotel, Sion Lane, Ogmore by 
Sea - Demolition of former hotel 
and construction of nine apart¬ 
ments, including car parking and 
landscaping. 

Mr David Evans Agricultural Ltd 
- Old Middle Hill, Walterston, 
Llancarfan - Proposed machin¬ 
ery store building. 

Mr Benrose - 134 Redlands 
Road, Penarth - Ubber room 
(timber structure) to the rear of the 
property. 

Dr John Pikoulis - Dinas Powys 
Lawn Tennis Club, St Andrews 
Road, Dinas Powys - Floodlight 
one tier of three tennis courts (nos 
10,11 and 12). 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 9th March 2011 


Q 


homes^^ 


HOTLINE 


01446 709840 
01446 704316 


To appfy call tha ho<line, e-mail us at 
HOME8409val«clglamorg«n.gov.uk 
or apply in writing to; 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Legal. Public Protection and Housing Department 
Civic Offices Holton Road. Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AL 


ARNO ROAD, BARRY 


ARTHUR DAVIES COURT, BARRY 



H4U Ri^ewtoi 

tar a angta pmaam, 
co<6^ or tiwii taoiff 

• TWo-DtdrDom lac 

■ Oourd ftoor 

• C«r«lr«l htflff r>g 

■ Ooutol* ^«iin9 

• Gardens 

ftafit €73.99 per metk 
IxAidoo AiOier chorgn 






t44Ufh^nnva$9r4rj 
M ior • Wifta porson cr 
co«|Mf ooff 89 • no pots 
, • 9MIIO apartment 
, • Rrst toor (no Itll 

• Gas cahtral naoing 

• Oout}ltgtaao9 

• Warden^daikno 

• CorwnwnN otarinca 
Itant €90.14 par t»w< t 
VKa>6rig iier>AC9 



CWM PARC. BARRY 


FAIROAKS. DINAS POWYS 



NI4U 906^ 

9aH. for a aaqla paraen or 
ciMfiia o«or 90 > no pats 
Prtanty |a«an ta poofta 
nrlh maMOy iMuoo 

• One-bedn>o*» tot 
•Ground floor 

• Central heauf ng 

• Double glaidng 
Ronl €91-11 pat waak 
ncfcidrei aar^e iiiari|«o 



H4U 

Sort, tar a t^la p araaa or 
co«pla oaar BO oHO pals 

• Ono-bodroont hit 

• Fnl toor 

• Central heatng 
•Double glad ng 

• Warden on-flrto 

• Coramunal goHltos 

Rant €919i per woe* 
ixludng oenAco (^lergce 



HEOL Y LLONOAU. BARRY 


HOCLAND WAY. BARRY 


HaURaCarOHo fOOeOS6 
Suilabla tar a lamOy 
•1Y«-btdroom »<04ise 

• Qoa canlral haMStHi 

• DoU}le-g|a[br>g 

• Encipsod fOai pardon 
•Ornreofoy 

Rant CU.?9 par Moali 
nducSng aoreKO charpa 


LON YR ECLWYS, BT BRIDES MJR 



HOC/Rataronoa 
Saaftabla lor a tamPy 

• Tnroe-bedroo^ house 
•Cerbrol heating 

• Ooubta gRaaig 

• Qardorn 

Rora CaiJiB pOf SfoaO 
Irclidarg watar chargaa 


LOUOHER PLACE, ST ATHAN 





W4U Re^rence 9 
Sait, tar e dnftf perso^^ 
coaplt or srvad taaily 
' m • Too>CMdfOQin tec 
15 toor 

• Control haosng 
OowblagMKang 
Coownwnie gonlani 


Rant €94.13 per i 
inciudog sarvKO cnorgeo 



H4URalw«iKa^4dasa 
Sultablo tar o famiy 

• TTrea-bod»oom hpjoe 

• Central htotng 

• Doubla-Q^Ofing 

• Cordana 

Rani €97-52 pur ^waA 
ndudng foaiv ctairgaM 


PARKLAND WALK. BARRY 


Satt. for a hiigla parson or 
1[|P coaena oaar 96 - no pala 

—- -- • One'bedfoon tot 

ilfr - “ •»'"'««« 

III. •Cerrtrai htedng 

• Doubla glaaing 
I • Commune! gardens 
Rent €79 J9 per maak 
I nciidno oervico diergeo 


SOUTH VIEW. RHOOSE 




H4U R ttatanoe 747737 
Soriiblo lor a family 

• Thrno-badroom houao 

• Cotaral hootng 

• Dodbieglung 

• Gvdara 

Rera €80 90 par nocA 

Ihcbdog natar chargos 


ARTHUR DAVIES COURT. BARRY 


h4U AaAvwv:* V rAI /C 
Sua lor a tlBQia paraen or 
ccupto ouar 55» no paOa 

• Om-bocHiom riar 

• Lot ground door po I4t| 
^ •Oaaoentrd 

^ ! • Double giBZino 

•WardarN)}arSing 
Commurtai errtrafce 
Rant ttBAB par noaA 
niuoaig anni 


FAIROAKS. DINAS POWYS 


rset//taArarco 2tf 704 

SuA ler a sli^ Ptfoen or 
oouHo ouar 98 > na paOa 
Pnonty gNen to ptc^ 
ntlhaoNRytateof 
♦One bodroom flat 

♦ Grpurtd floor 
y ♦Cenirai hoaiiHi 

: • Ooubio gkung 

• WanSiriidmcSira 
flarrC €91 At par aaaA 
rrludrig ■nrsas a e f angaa 


LLANOINAM ROAD, BARRY 


HOC/RcNronce 775067 

SiAabia lor a family 
Net sUiaBit lor paopit 
tailh ataNHy aaa04 

• T>yaa-boarooni ihi 

• OouTHlfloor 

• Canea haaing 

• DoutSo ghraig 

• danjarm 
Rfaa C74.14 par 
YiduiRng naier chargee 


NORTH WALK. BARRY 


NK/Redraw 787J 

Sun Nr a sia(pa ptfaan or 

_ eeu|4eoraaf40-na pees 

|i • Ona-bndfoom flat 

♦RfOl floor 

• Cordral hnalng 

• Doutae glizIrHi 

Rani €7299 par taaeA 
irtetudaxi oars toe ctarges 


TREHARNE ROAD. BARRY 


i uaalto far o atagla 
pa r aoa, oauato or amal 
NwOy oopata 

• Tasobodroom flit 

• Ctavnd floor 

• Conva! hoatlng 

• Double ghing 

Rene C7OL07 ppf noot 
irctuArx) ears toe eftorges 


CLOS LLAWHADCN. BARRY 





You must be a HOMES4U member to apply for any of these homes. 

When btdOing for more than one property you will be asked to state your order 
of preference. 

All desenptioos and other deta ^ are gi\en in good faith and are believed to be 
correct but any potential tenant should satisfy themselves as to ther correctness. 
Newydd is a charitable housing association. 


Ho 

Image 

Available 


M4U fk e4am n oa raU649 
SuMbN lor a family 

• Throabo^ciKn houM 

• Gas oerdnl rtemng 

• Oouba-gH^ni 

• Enctoaod roar garden 


Rent €82.44 per oecN 
includPo lervoe ctiargo 
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Chris Davies 

award winning estate agent 

Since 1989 


Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 

Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


£134,950 


£110,000 


Lets! 


Yew Tree Grove, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Open Green Aspect 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Courtlands 
Purdey Close 
LIys Dwynwen 
Kenilworth Road 
Showle Acre 
Ty Gambig 


Plymouth Road 
UskWay 
The Parade 


2 bed furnished flat £495 pern 
2 bed semi £525 pem 

2 bed link house £525 pem 

3 bed terraced house £575 pem 

3 bed house £595 pem 

3 bed apartment £695 pem 

with sea views 


4 bed terraced 

4 bed detached 

6 bed house 
with sea views 


£795 pem 
£800 pem 
£1300 pern 


Bryn Y Gloyn 6 bed detached £1400 pern 


01446 711900 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


Beggars Roost, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
Backing onto Brook 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Alma House, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Cottage Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Ty Mawr Gwyn, Flemingston 

5 Bedrooms 
Backing onto Fields 
Call Simon 01446 791963 


Whitewell Drive, Llantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms 
Southerely Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Cwrt Syr Dafydd, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Modern Family Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


IIIDI 


• Campoamor and Villa Martin golf 

courses 5 minutes away 

• 2 bed, 2 bath townhouse 

• Roof top solarium with sea views 

• Communal swimming pool 

• Beaches 10 minute drive 

• Murcia airport 20 minute drive, 
Alicante airport 35 

Call Paul: Freephone 0800 135 7503 


Brecon Street, Boverton 

3 Bedrooms 
Modern Family Living 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£134,950 


Eagleswell Road, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Updating Required 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£169,950 


Malefant House, Llanmaes 

4 Bedrooms 

Individually Designed Family Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£439,950 


£395,000 


£329,950 


£295,000 


£259,950 


£285, 



chris-davles.co.uk 
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Pr©® Sk^* fe©x 


Sign up to Sky TV with us! 
FREE Standard Installation 




• fliiy ♦ NO Sy»l®m® FRCE • No NO Sofc» c. Hp < tow 

• eJIIOTMtG Sky CMloinw ■p«rodlnfl to Sky ♦ Cl St.00 

• POIC Sky • NO boK for mmI i 

•koir toot Sky • NO pockofo 

FNCC ESTIMATES • SAME DAY SEITVICE 

/ Dowitotlc A ComMOfcUl 
/ Oocoonio Fof Oop® 

/ t4 Htour T Ooyo S®r«to® 

/ 12 Month Ootronlot 
✓ OghM 8wlick<wo* SpwiMlM® 

/ fVM Appfovtd Inolotoro 




fSfon 


C. X' 

difttairTl 

tmJSKX 


Is VNr total ImtaHar—P 

Confodaraiton ci Aortal kiartallarm 
CofOflod? 

PoUco Chockad? 

Using Indualry Oanchaiork A®rtalo 
Ca kiwi lOKf Accotoodao? 

HKWSIMMEI 


CALL PAUL 
WILLIAMS 


IMi Motoilod I 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


latoliotton Op«cialla<a • otait our 

www.oneviskMiltd.co.uk 




Probably 
Wales* No. I 
for Blinds 

Announcing the 
brand new Solar 
Collection for 2011 

^^Inspirations** 

Gain the look at the price 
you can afford... 

1-2-FREE 

Buy 2 blinds get ' 
the 3rd FREE 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, | 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

1el: 01446 740842 


TGn© /^(BFDgiD ^ 

M 



^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
f—t ^ Reliable Service 
^ GAP Discounts 
0 Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 


AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS 

(MBtHa skyKj I 


BHD 


All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Instalied 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 


Call Tim - 0800 032 3775 or 
07772 206399 or 01446 793189 anytime 

COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 
Covering all areas ■■ 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLINE 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 IBQ 

vwvw.starline-blinds.co.uk 



aciCKsI 


VALE BLINDS(wa.es)L.d 

SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 
Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 ^Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


^©cpaaQs aocKil SaQaQOaQ© 


CJ Pitman TV & Audio 


Promotion!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied & Installed Only £70 
2 Rooms Only £20 Extra (no hidden costs!) 
Freeview HD Box Delivered & Installed £120 
Freeview HD Box Delivered, Installed and 
Aerial Upgrade Only £180 


' Free Estimates 
' TV Wall Mount Specialists 
' Freesat/Sky Installation 
& Servicing 

' Domestic & Commercial 


fMsMHD 


Local Tradesman 
pyom The Vale 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 


«»M2l 

"eg No: 18266277 


Call Chris or Craig on 
07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Barry, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
Reception Fixed 

• GAP Discounts 

■Ik. . Additional TV Points 

. • Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 



IjlmHUc^jgCDgl 




Robin Jones 
Builder 


^0 years Experience^ 


morvis 

IN SOUTH WALES 


New Build • Extensions • Driveways 
Conservatories • Renovations 
Bathrooms • Kitchens • Landscaping 


07917 164000 or 01656 788711 

enquiries@morvis.co.uk • www.morvis.co.uk 


ALL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 
UNDERTAKEN PLUS 

• Plastering • Roofing 

• Upvc Fascias 
& Guttering 

• Painting • Decking 
^Fencing 


01446 402830 


Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


R.J.T 

^PLASTERING 
GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 


MARTIN 

DAMP PROOFING 

• Damp Courses 

• Timber Treatment 

• Wet and Dry Rot 

• Rendering 

• Plastering 

07854171021 
01446 620012 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

0 01446 742928 
^07775 997432 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 

• 30 years experience • Conservatories 

• Disabled Conversions • Painting/Decorating 

• Render/Pebble Dash • Kitchens/Bathrooms 

• LoF Conversions • PVC Doors/Windows 

• Flat Roofs •Decking/driveways 

• Garage Conversions • DpC Work 

Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax; 01446 743706 Mobile; 07885 537087 





B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


• GENERAL BUILDING • BRICKLAYING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY | Sl!^ 

. KITCHEN FiniNG GARDEN DESIGN 

• PLASTERING • ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 



BLOCKS (44) m 

JUMBO SAND 

CEMENT m 

Village Farm Ind. Est. Pyle CF33 6BN 
(opposite Shlllibler Haulage) 


Prices 

include 

VAT 
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AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 


For all your 
General Carpentry 
Fitted Kitchens - Wardrobes 
Alterations & Refurbishments, etc. 

07500 90 85 50 
01446 79 52 27 


www.flashnewinteriors.co.uk 


TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or ofiBce 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tei 01446 773i58 
07779 713604 anytime 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 




T^tisLaing 

CarpmUr/Joiner 

carpentnj indxidmg 
dCoors, ‘Windozas, ‘Doors, 
‘^tduns, ‘fencing, Decking. 
01446400977 
07818 091971 
daw£e}(traordinaire@[ive.co.uk 


VfILE CARPETS 

cornea, to efod 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


~W If its wood 
PSy - we're 
Sr^ry 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Caii Peter 07749 617322 



oveA 



oven valeting service ... punctuality, pride. 

• Range & AGA Specialist 

• Ovens & Hobs 

• Extractor Hoods 



# Microwave Ovens 
' Traditional Stoves 




the UK’s favourite oven cleaning specialists 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 

r^TEyE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & tellable a 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ rn-m-morrtnf 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 ^ & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


0 


M ^ PAINTING & 
li ■ I DECORATING 
SERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. Gutters Cleaned. 

Free Quotes. Clean tidy worker. 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 


MARCH ONLY SPECIAL: FREE Carpet 
Clean in every room we decorate 


FULLY INSURED • Weekend calls welcome 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


Fora , Internal 

& Externa! 
Quote... W Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

^L. Fully qualified. 

795520 

A^__078912§§1§1/ 

First Class Painter I 

and Decorator 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


§ All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07800 652608 


ID.GULLIVER' 




ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 


K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 

Est. 1978 

Bridgend 650723 



Cowhridoe & Vale Electrical 

^ RJ.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


Tel 01446 792468 
07885 347642 




Approved Contractor 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


LABNG 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C.Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 



* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* TVeatment Plants ^ 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

info@floyds.uk.com 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 



GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 




^ RE%FIT 

(Established Family Business) 


Installation 


I Repair 
Specialists 


Adrian Dowdall 


Carpet & Vinyl Specialist 

(Over 30years ::Z 


I Book me and I can collect your carpet or vinyl from I 
any retailer - saving you a delivery charge of up to £39.1 


• UnderlaylGrippers supplied at up to half retailer prices. 

• Home selection samples supplied. • Free measuring & quotation. 

Call 01446 746745 or 07977 706885 


Why renew when you can repair! 
•Windows •Hinges & Locks 
•Handles •Doors (Upvc lock specialists) 


07518 256743 - Richard 
07970 557253 or 01656 842414 


DO YOU HAVE 
MISTED/FOGGY ^ 
DOUBLE GLAZING ■ 

No need to change the window. 
Just change the glass. 

Tel: 01446 741579 
Mobile: 07909 991691 

JONES upvc 


Are ycu thinking cf imprcving ycur heme? 

VAT frozen for March 
Visit our showroom open 9am - 9pm 
in Bridgend 7 days a week 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 


01446 737695 
07930 157952 



FREE 32 inch 
Flat Screen TV 

or 

Playstation 3 

with every 
conservatory 
or house full 
windows and doors 


Our energy efficient 
windows and doors 
could save you up to 

£29b.i 

off your fuel bills 


IcONVERSIONsI 

oorsll FROM £5,000 || 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
March come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon gas tilled energy windows when 
you order this month only - So order NOW! 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648464 

www.mpnwindows.com 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Bevelled Front Doors £550 

• Windows & Door Repairs available 7 days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £5500 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at ID Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL ^ ■ 

Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week *Terms & Conditions apply 


Over 30Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


wfiNioMf ne UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Brian Rttky 

DECORATORS 

Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 

RHOOSE 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


[i0©©iiG?0©a[l ©©GPwO©©© 


REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
I Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

I All makes including 

HOTPOINT-CREDA- 
CANDY-HOOVER- 
ZANUSSI-INDESIT 



Freephone 

L0800 074 33 88 


Open 6 days a week Monday - Friday 
S.SOam - 5.30pni (1.00pm on Saturday) 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
® Bridgend 659354 ^ 07974 120082 


mm 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Uriers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 



ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 


APPROVED 

It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

^0791 808 48 80 j 



• UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 

• Windows Misted Up? 

• Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


All 

j Electrical 

I Work: 

ELECTRICAL INSPECTION 
LANDLORD CERTIFICATES 
FULLY INSURED HjcEi 


01446 795229 
07872 174849 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

-|~- 

Ir ^ Domestic 
I ■ I Installer 
I I ScKeme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail. CO. uk 


Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Emergency Call outs 

• NICEIC Registered 
Free Quotations 
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i Conipiete G^den Seridcesj 

^ FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES ^ 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 

_ iaaaaaaa j) d n M/ l^Ann(\AAAAAAji jinnx)/ 

.™aiE3>saitrf 





GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 


iWa:.' 


ock paving & patios 
urfing • Ponds & water features 
ig & low maintenance gard‘^”s 
n Service • Tree felling 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


,NDP 


Garden & 

Property 
Maintenance 
For your property & garden needs 
^ ’ • Fencing • Paths • Patios • Turfing 
Hedge, Shrub & Tree Trimming & Removal 

• Power Washing • Gutter & Fascia Cleaning 

• Internal & External Painting & Decorating 

• Garden Clearance • Fully Insured 
SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 


References available call Nathan 
01446 773935 or 07773 992704 


RiwmeR ^ 

Horticultural 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.nverlea.co.uk 

ISiHusqvama 






WINTER STORMS 

Fence down or damaged? 

Replacement posts, panels, boards and all timber 
fence components, available ex-stock from 

Forest Products Ltd 

Crossways Estate, Llantwit Major Road, 
COWBRIDGE.Tel: 01446 773399 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm; Saturday 9am-12 noon. 




Gareth Jenkins (formerly of Shaw Services) 
V is now trading as... 

Avale plumbing & 

HEATING SERVICES 

• Boiler installations • Powerflushing specialist 

• Bathroom installations • Gas safety certificates 

• Valliant boiler specialist • Domestic plumbing 

• Annual boiler servicing • Free estimates 


Tel. 07929 168006 - 07966 273839 


1 P Et>WA.RI>S 

RI.UMBIIMC A 


BATHROOM SUITES • COMBI BOILERS 
TILING • SERVICING • BREAKDOWNS 
TAPS & WASHERS • RADIATORS 


01-4^ 790127 07719 005520 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Bany 




The c^ri 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 




Bridce 
Kue 
Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 



WASTE 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips] 

O BIK4IIM OM.) M Airdcon sMpk 

_ ^ ^ , _,, WASH COLLLCf IONS ALSO AVAILABLE 

01656 720551 
07973 488806 



Roofing _ 

specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 






Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from £15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980 063087 


Si Ivey Roof i ng 


New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 

WWW. ilveyroofing.co.uk 


8 
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Driving School Ltd 

» Lessons from £9.99 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Become an instructor from £325 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 



JairfaHdSloverl^^ 

• Slating •Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EST. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07825 959499 


JLS 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

• Manual and Automatic 

• Qualified Instructors 

• Discounts for Block Bookings 

• Tailor made lessons to suit 
your requirements. 

Call Jim Stokes 

01446 620234 
07976 981676 


Services 

For all your 
Gas & Plumbing 
Solutions 

Competitive prices, 

0781 4394378 jU 
01446 796263 302870 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices @ yahoo.co. u k 





Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @) 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk certified 



ssEirvieE 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 

01446 771105 
\ 07736 391937 / 


IHJmGtiElLbgGiilg] 


C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile: 07889 514321 
Telephone; 01446 790179 ^ 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 




M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured^ 



• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 




JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
• & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

M P 07815 097994 241irs,or01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

uia Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 
★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 
★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 
All Work Guaranteed. Eully Insured. 

East, Eriendly Service,^ 



124 The Headlands, Barr;^ 


Blocked Drains? 

Emergency Drain Cleaning 
and Repair Service 

Local Family Business 


If you suspect you have a problem, 
call us for free advice 

Sceptic tank maintenance 
and installation - 

CCTV surveys 01446 

Blockages cleared cennno 
Drain repairs OOUUyo 



TRADING 

Scrap & 

Unwanted Vehicles 
£100 to £2000 
cash paid on 
prompt collection 

Fully licensed waste carrier. 
Fast & friendly service. 

07531 782162 
01446 735111 


Nice Man 
Cheap Van 

• REMOVALS 

• DELIVERY & 
COLLECTION 

• ANY CLEARANCE 

Best Prices 
Luton van with tail lift 
Tel: 07570 931487 
Keeping Wales on the move | 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


^^^ScrapMeiw 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 


WOKM 

mniMII KtAUfM H4HJ1M OfFEK 

FORMULA r BRITISH 

GRAND PRIX 

VMrt'i w4m mm9 
c«f«4 



•ft. m 

iOmntamm. 



r«W 

eftiai^ftfi 


Ffor- 



Eom RiRTHcii w4fo. lo Book enr dm? 

<jm7 m ttpilfM A WXHl.Mt <AU 

0843 316 1166 

J • {ft ■ inli . It 

fimiarLnbrochHm.co.MliVgIg 

ne%irirwir1beLtrarvel4^11400 




























































































































































Thursday, March 3rd, 2011 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 
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Wasaotiti 


GO FOR IT! 
MAKE MORE MONEY 



The Cowbridge & Western Vale Group Practice 
Practice Nurse Vacancy 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for an 
enthusiastic and motivated nurse to join our practice. 
Exceiient interpersonai skiiis and the highest ciinicai 
standards. 28 hours per week. 

Grade depending on experience. 

For informai discussion teiephone 01446 772383 

Medical Receptionist 

Part time fiexibie worker reguired for unspecified hours. 
A smart appearance and exceiient communication 
skiiis essentiai. 

For both posts please apply in writing to: 

Mrs Patrical Hold 
Cowbridge Health Centre 
The Broad Shoard, Cowbridge CF71 7DA 

Ciosing date for applications Wednesday, March 16th 


Chefs 


Kitchen Assistants 

required for The Cherry Orchard in Barry 
(CF62 8EH) - a newly refurbished Marston’s 
pub/restaurant development due to open in 
the middle of March. 

Good rates and conditions. 

Call Gary Steven on 07798 792094 


required for The Cherry Orchard in Barry 
(CF62 8EH) - a newly refurbished Marston’s 
pub/restaurant development due to open in 
the middle of March. 

Good rates and conditions. 

Call Gary Steven on 07798 792094 


bar ry-today.co. u k 
cowbr i dge-today.co. u k 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


Experienced 
Club Steward 

(Male/Female) required on 
a residential basis. Bond 
and References needed. 
Terms to be discussed. 

Written applications 
with CV to the Secretary, 
Ye Pirates Cluh, 
Harbour House, 

The Square, Porthcawl, 
CF36 3BW hy Friday, 
11th March 2011. 

www.yepiratesclub.co.uk 


Cardiff International Airport 

BAR AND 
KITCHEN 
POSITIONS 

Full time and seasonal 
hours available. 

Send your CV to 
george.carlig@ssp.uk.com 
or call 07846 583189 


Lady required for 

DOMESTIC 

IRONING 

Good rates of pay. 

Tel:OI446 781551 
or 07850 279995 


VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

GRANTS TO COMMUNITY/VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS 

Applications are invited from COMMUNITYA/OLUNTARY 
ORGANISATIONS (not individuals) seeking assistance for the 
financial year 2011/2012. 

Applicants are required to complete an application form which is available 
from: Accountancy Section, Finance Dept., Civic Offices, Holton Rd., Barry. 
CF63 4RU. Tel: 01446 709250/186. Fax: 01446 701729. 
Applications from or on behalf of national organisations, 
or other organisations, which are not based within the Council’s area 
will not normally be considered. 

Applications will be considered on their merit and according to this Council’s 
criteria, a copy of which accompanies the application form. Submission of 
an application does not automatically ensure that a grant will be made. 

Organisations in receipt of this funding iast year wiii have aiready 
been sent the appropriate form for compietion and need not respond 
to this advertisement. valeGlamorgan 

Appiication forms are to be returned 
by Thursday, 28 Aprii 2011. 

Civic Offices j’ r 

Holton Road Sian Davies, 

Barry CF63 4RU Director of Finance, ICT & Property 



BRO MORGANNWG 



Charity Commission - CSD-1161C 

CHARITY: Sir Thomas Mansel Franklen Trust 
REFERENCE: C-202260 

The Charity Commission proposes to make a scheme 
to amend the trusts of this charity. 

A copy of the draft Scheme can be seen at: 

Cowbridge Comprehensive Schooi 
Aberthin Road, Cowbridge, CF71 7EN 
Teiephone - Mrs F Gandy, PA to the Headteacher: 
01446 772311 

or can be obtained by sending a stamped addressed 
envelope to Charity Commission Direct, PO Box 1227, 
Liverpool, L69 3UG, quoting the above reference 
or visiting our website at 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/schemesdefauit.aspx 

Comments or representations can be made within one 
month from February 17th, 2011. 


Notice of Offer 

26 Llwyn Y Gog 

We advise that an offer 
has been made for the 
above property in the sum 
of £189,950. 

Any persons wishing to 
increase on this offer 
should notify the agents of 
their best offer prior to 
exchange of contracts. 

Chris Davies 
01446 711900 




Patterdale Cross 
Jack Russell 
Puppies 

Happy, healthy, 
gorgeous and 
sociable. 

2 girls, 1 boy 
Ready immediately 
to good homes only 
£100 each 
Tel: 07974 135322 


INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 


IN BANKRUPTCY 
BRIDGEND COUNTY 
COURT 

No. 66 of 2009 RE: HELEN 
MARY MORGAN 
D.O.B: 10th April 1969 
I intend to pay within four 
months from 28th March 2011 
(being the last day for proving) 
the first and final dividend of 
3.1 p/£. 

Creditors who have not yet 
proved their debts must do so 
by 29th March 2011 otherwise 
they will be excluded from the 
dividend. The required proof of 
debt form is available on the 
Insolvency Service website 
(www.insolvency.gov.uk, 
select “Forms” and then form 
6.37). Alternatively, you can 
contact my office at 2nd Floor, 
Sunley House, Bedford Park, 
CROYDON, CR9 1TX telephone 
02086 67 8137 to supply a form. 

Mr P Lunn 
Official Receiver and Trustee 


DISTRIBUTORS 
REQUIRED 
For Barry, 
Cowbridge 

and other areas in the 
Vale of Glamorgan, 
delivering the GEM 

Contad 
01202 
'670999 





jcraf 

Aberthin ^ 
Nr Cowbridge^ 

3 bed detachetr 
Available April. 

£650pcm 

Bond & refs required. 
Sorry no pets 

Tel. 07952 861678 
01656 890391 


STATHAN 

New 3/4 Bed Det 
Houses from £195,000 

110% PX - up or down 
Example: Yours £250,000 
Ours £200,000 
You get £50,000 cash 
Tel: 07767300154 
or 07792 479418 


BARRY 

3 Bedroom House 

1 month rent in advance. 
Bond & references. 

£600pcm 
Tel: 01446 419428 
or 07954 133021 


toarry-today.co. u Ic 
cowbr ic]ge-1:ociav-c:c>-Ic 
I lantwit-major-toclav-co- u I 
|3ortl~icawl-toclav-c:o-l< 
brief ciencl-toclav-c^o-k 



20ft & 40ft 
Steel Container 
Storage Facilities 

Unit 8, Atlantic 
Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813 134123 


CtiM Family Notices 

liilGfyLiKilay/S 


Happy Birthday 
Tim Chapman 

We hope you had 
a great day! 

From all your 
friends at The GEM 


Mary Candlish 

Tom and family wish to thank parishioners, friends 
and neighbours for their many cards, expressions of 
sympathy and words of tribute to Mary at this very sad 
time. Also Our Lady and St Illtuds Ladies Guild, who 
served at the post Funeral arrangements. 

Special thanks and appreciation to Rev Father W Isaacs 
for a very moving Requiem Mass; also the support to the 
family. Sincere thanks to Dr A Foreman, district nurse 
team, also doctors, Marie Curie nurses and support staff 
at Holme Towers Hospice, together with doctors and 
staff at Velindre Hospital. 

Thanks also to William James, Fonmon, 
for the funeral arrangements. 



IHAIPIFY IB] 

March 6, 2011 

wishing you a 
Happy Birthday and 
here’s to many more! 

IRtMiiTirm silE 

ati TFUkb 






r> ^ 


Tin-pm] 

J T^iTThdmf 
jDT ?MnrcTL nth. 
Loads of Love, 
Mum, Dad, 
Lewis Si, Connor 



2/3/1921 

IBkiiKt 


to a wonderful Mum, 
Nan, Great Nan and 
Great-Great Nan. 
Have a lovely day. 
Lots of love always, 
all the family. XXX 



Share your birthdays, 
anniversaries etc. with 
The Glamoi^an GEM and 
^ its readers from 
little as £25 +YAT 




774484 or 

YYS.CO.uk 






W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

Pembroke House, 

College Street 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Sarah Louise 

BURT 

The Brambles, Craig Penllyne 

The family of the late Miss Sarah Burt wishes to 
thank her many friends and colleagues for the 
messages of sympathy and condolences received over 
recent weeks. Special thanks to the Doctors and 
Nursing Staff at the Cowbridge Health Centre; 
Marie Curie Cancer Care and VeUndre Hospital for 
the expert and very kindly care afforded Sarah 
throughout her long illness and particularly in her 
final days. Grateful thanks to the Reverend Glyn 
Austin for his support and words of compassion. 
Also, to Messrs. C and O.J Sendell, Funeral Directors 
for their expertise and professionalism. 


Trott*^ 

Heather 

Nine years on 
March 6th. 

On Bossington 
mountain by the sea. 
Always in my heart. 
We all miss you so 
much. 

is John & Family. 

XXXX 



2005/54 
Saab 9-3 
TID 1.9 Linear 

Dark blue, grey interior, 
MOT Nov 11, Tax April 
11,45-50 mpg, electric 
windows & mirrors, air 
con, cd player, excellent 
condition. 

£3,500 ono 

Part exchange considered 

01446 794031,,, 


BUYING 

ANEW 

CAR? 


Advertise 
your old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 

774484 




ADVERTISE HERE £10 

box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer sim¬ 
ply either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to 
“The Glamorgan Gem” at 
The Gem, Graig Flouse, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or telephone us with 
your wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must con¬ 
tain a residential land line 
telephone number. You may 
alter your advert as items 
are sold. Sorry no refunds 
are given. 


Stairlift 

In good condition 
£200. Briggs & 
Straton lawn 
mower, new boxed 
£150. Strimmer, 
new £100. 
Collapsable bed 
£100. 

Tel: 01656 890489 

(8) 


Beautiful Mahogany 
Bedroom Furniture 

5ft Sleigh Bed, 

6 Drawer Dresser plus 
mirror, 1 Bedside 
Chest. Bargain - £500 
Walnut Veneer Writing 
Bureau - £150 
Tel. 01446 771832 
07838 620510 


Mens Blue Mountain 
Bike (Rigid framed) 
front disc brakes & 
shocks, 21 speed, 18” 
frame, 21” wheels, 
immaculate condition 
£60. 

Mens Peugeot Racing 
Bike 23” frame, 25” 
wheels, 10 speed, 
Weinmann block 
brakes, VGC £60. 

Tel: 01446 401424 

(8) 


Quality 

Suite 

3 seater settee and 
2 matching chairs, 
beige/pattern. 

£150 

01446 750702 


Stairlift 

Brooks Acorn 
Slimline, VGC, 
including fitting guar¬ 
anteed by Brooks 
engineer. 
£1,000 

Tel: 01446 711739 

(8) 
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CARDIFF & THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN SPORTSHALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Poor turnout at event - but Vale 


athletes make their presence felt 


ONLY three Vale 
schools - 
Cowbridge, 
Llantwit and 
Stanwell - sent 
pupils to this win¬ 
ter’s Cardiff & the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Schools’ sportshall 
championships, a 
disappointing num¬ 
ber given the nor¬ 
mal strong support 
for local schools 
athletics competi¬ 
tions. 

Last year, these cham¬ 
pionships were held, 
after school, on three 
afternoon sessions at 
Whitchurch lower 
school, but there were so 
many competitors at the 
under-15 boys and girls 
events that it was not 
possible to provide the 
pupils taking part with 
three attempts in field 
events. 

As a result of that 
pressure, the decision 
was to split competition 
over four sessions - a 
move which slightly 
backfired because, 
although the two under- 
13 sessions were well 
supported with over 100 
pupils at both, there 
were only 35 girls at the 
under-15 all-rounder, 
with just over 50 at the 
equivalent boys. 

The under-15 compe¬ 
titions - for pupils in 
years 9 and 10 - have an 
all-rounder theme with 
competitors selecting 
one event out of two in 
three groups - for the 
boys, 2 laps or 4 laps, 
standing long jump or 
standing triple jump and 
shot or speed bounce. 
With one event change, 
vertical jump replacing 
the standing triple jump. 


THE Vale Resort 
was recognised as 
the ‘UK’s most 
enjoyable golf 
course’ at the inau¬ 
gural 59 Club 
awards dinner, 
established to recog¬ 
nise excellence in 
golf. 

59 Club’s independent 
panel of testers chose the 
winner of the award from 
over 50 courses. 

Golf operations man¬ 
ager Clive Coombs said: 
“We are absolutely 
thrilled with tonight’s 
win, especially when you 


the groupings are the 
same for the girls. 

In each event, pupils 
are rank-ordered on their 
performance and allocat¬ 
ed points for their plac¬ 
ing. The points from the 
three events are totalled 
to provide a ranking in 
the All Rounder compe¬ 
tition. The aim is to 
encourage children to 
start thinking ahead to 
the Combined Events 
competitions in the sum¬ 
mer season. 

Thanks to the encour¬ 
agement from their staff 
over many years, pupils 
from Cowbridge School 
have a wealth of experi¬ 
ence at this aspect of 
athletics so it is no sur¬ 
prise to find them finish¬ 
ing in top position in 
some events. 

In the boys’ competi¬ 
tion, year-9 George 
Griffiths, the 2010 UK 
Sportshall under-13 
standing long jump 
champion, claimed vic¬ 
tory in that event with a 
2.65 metres best. As a 11 
metres plus performer 
with the 4 kg shot, he 
was clearly upset to find 
that he was only allowed 
standing throws in that 
event because, with no 
circle available, the 
competition had to be 
decided as a linear com¬ 
petition rather than in a 
sector. As a result, he 
was well down on past 
performances with only 
9.20 metres, well behind 
his team-mate Rafi 
Sharzid, who made up in 
speed of technique what 
he lacked in size to 
claim an event win with 
a 10.50 metres put. 

George, who recently 
won the under-15 (years 
8 and 9) 60 metres and 
long jump at the Welsh 
Indoor championships at 
the National Indoor 


look at the standard of 
the courses that we were 
up against. At The Vale 
we are, of course, com¬ 
mitted to ensuring that 
our courses play to the 
very highest standard, 
but it has also always 
been absolutely crucial to 
us that our members and 
visitors are able to come 
and simply enjoy the 
experience that we offer 
here - I’m delighted that 
our efforts have paid 
off.” 

Fot more information 
call 01443 665826/7 or 
visit the website at: 
WWW. vale-hotel, com 


Athletics Centre in 
Cyncoed, also had a non 
scoring attempt in the 
standing triple jump, 
landing at 8.16 metres, 
which was better than 
the 7.90 metres credited 
to event winner, year-10 
Elis Wyn Benham (YG 
Glantaf). 

In the Boys All 
Rounder, a win in the 
standing long jump, plus 
fifth in the shot and third 
in the two laps, was 
enough for young 
Griffiths to claim second 
spot behind year-10 
Aymen Abdullah 
(Cardiff High). 

In the equivalent 
girls’ competition, 

Caitlin Allin and Sarah 
Lewis were joint fastest 
over the 2 lap sprint 
while Lili Evans pro¬ 
duced the best vertical 
jump and Izzy Eddy 
Williams, the 2010 
Welsh Sportshall under- 
13 standing long jump 
champion, was the best 
pupil in the speed 
bounce, and also fin¬ 
ished second in the All 
Rounder competition. 

All four girls attend 
Cowbridge School. 

At under-13, all 
pupils can compete in up 
to three individual 
events. 

The undoubted top 
performer in the boys’ 
competitions was Tom 
Trotman, the 2010 
Welsh Sportshall under- 
13 4 laps champion. The 
Cowbridge year-8 fin¬ 
ished top in the 2 laps, 
high jump and shot, with 
encouraging perform¬ 
ances in all three. 

Joining him as event 
winners were two more 
Cowbridge year-8 
pupils, Rian Thomas, 
who showed that his 
encouraging form over 
the country, which has 
resulted in his call-up to 
represent Cardiff & the 
Vale Schools in the 
years 8 and 9 race at the 
Aviva Welsh Schools 
National cross-country 
championships at 
Brecon on March 16, 
has given him a good 
base for the 6 laps time- 
trial while Kristian Jones 
took the speed bounce. 

Llantwit girls made 
their presence felt with 
two wins at under-13, 
Molly Brown setting the 
fastest 2 laps time and 
Tamara Pitt claiming the 
high jump title with a 
clearance at 1.30 metres. 
There were also three 
more titles for 
Cowbridge pupils with 
wins for Ela Emyr (4 
laps), Elbe Eddy- 
Williams (standing long 
jump) and Seren Allin (6 
laps time-trial). 

This was the first year 
that Stanwell pupils 
have competed and, 
although there were no 
Stanwell winners, the 
athletes will have gained 
valuable experience, and 
we look forward to them 
making a major impact 
next winter. 

All the pupils named 
as event winners will 
receive their award at 
the Cardiff & the Vale of 
Glamorgan Schools 


Track and Eield presen¬ 
tation evening, which 
will probably be held in 
early September with 
Cardiff High as the like¬ 
ly venue. 

Eollowing these four 
championships. Miss 
Sarah Moore (Willows) 
and her team managers 
will select the teams of 

12 pupils in both under- 

13 sections and 7 pupils 
at under-15 to represent 
Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan district at the 
Aviva Welsh Sportshall 
Einals, which will be 
held at Cwmbran 
Leisure Centre on 
Sunday, March 6. 

RESULTS OF 
VALE PUPILS 

Under-15 boys - 2 
Laps, 3 George Griffiths 
(Cow) 20.3; 4= Scott 
Laken (Cow) 20.8; 14= 
Chris Powell (Cow) 

21.3; 17= David Pain 
(Stan) 21.5; 22= Elis 
Vandyck (Stan) 21.7; 31 
Eraser Hodgkins (Stan) 
22.5; 33 Myles Harding 
(Stan) 22.7; 35 Max 
Bramhill (Stan) 23.1; 37 
James Parker (Stan) 

23.4; 38 Tato Katsikeas 
(Stan) 23.5; 39 Matt 
Holder (Stan) 25.8. 

4 Laps, 6 Rafi Shirzad 
(Cow) 46.0; 18 Tom 
Geen (Stan) 49.7. 
Standing long jump, 1 
George Griffiths (Cow) 
2.65; 5 Scott Laken 
(Cow) 2.44; 6 David 
Pain (Stan) 2.38; 10 
Chris Powell (Cow) 

2.31; 17 Elis Vandyck 
(Stan) 2.20; 22 James 
Parker (Stan) 2.14; 26 
Rafi Shirzad (Cow) 

2.11; 37 Eraser 
Hodgkins (Stan) 1.96; 

41 Tato Katsikeas (Stan) 
1.90; 43= Myles 
Harding (Stan) 1.84; 43= 
Stavros Katsikeas (Stan) 
1.82; 46 Matt Holder 
(Stan) 1.74; 

Standing triple jump; 

10 Tom Geen (Stan) 

5.80; 11 Max Bramhill 
(Stan) 5.76; ns George 
Griffiths (Cow) 8.16. 
Shot (4 kg), 1 Rafi 
Shirzad (Cow) 10.50; 5 
George Griffiths (Cow) 
9.20; 10 Riyal 
Auchbarally (Stan) 8.80; 
16 James Parker (Stan) 
8.10; 18 Matt Holder 
(Stan) 7.90; 19 Scott 
Laken (Cow) 7.60; 21 
Chris Powell (Cow) 

7.40. 

Speed bounce, 6= 

Eraser Hodgkins (Stan) 
70; 13= David Pain 
(Stan) 69; 15= Tato 
Katsikeas (Stan) 68; 20= 
Myles Harding (Stan) 

64; 22= Elis Vandyck 
(Stan) 63; 29 Stavros 
Katsikeas (Stan) 59; 30 
Tom Geen (Stan) 56; 31 
Max Bramhill (Stan) 46. 
All-rounder points 
competition - 2 George 
Griffiths (Cow) 288; 12 
Scott Laken (Cow) 249; 
16 Rafi Shirzad (Cow) 
240; 19 David Pain 
(Stan) 231; 24 Chris 
Powell (Cow) 215; 33 
Elis Vandyck (Stan) 181; 
40= James Parker (Stan) 
156; 40= Eraser 
Hodgkins (Stan) 152; 

43= Max Bramhill 
(Stan) 152; 47 Riyal 
Auchbarally (Stan) 114; 
48= Myles Harding 


(Stan) 111; 50 Matt 
Holder (Stan) 100. 
Under-13 boys - 2 
Laps, 1 Tom Trotman 
(Cow) 21.3; 6= Nathan 
Robson (Cow) 22.5; 8= 
Kwabena Eordjour 
(Stan) 22.6; 8= William 
Gale (Stan) 22.6; 10= 
Scott Thomas (Cow) 
22.7; 17= Tom Collins 
(Stan) 23.4; 17= William 
Brown (Stan) 23.4; 21= 
Dan Oddy (Cow) 23.5; 
21= Harri Thomas 
(Cow) 23.5; 29 Harrison 
Stephens (Cow) 23.9; 
30= Will Marsh (Stan) 
24.0; 34 Josh Lewis 
(Stan) 24.1; 42= David 
Elanigan (Stan) 25.0; 44 
Tomos Marsh (Stan) 
25.3; 47 Ben Tanner 
(Stan) 25.7. 

4 Laps, 5 Kristian Jones 
(Cow) 48.6; 6= 

Kwabena Eordjour 
(Stan) 49.4; 8= Alex 
Love (Cow) 49.6; 21= 
Josh Lewis (Stan) 53.0; 
36 Tomos Marsh (Stan) 
59.2. 

6 Laps, 1 Rian Thomas 
(Cow) 76.2; 2 Ellis 
Rosser (Cow) 77.3; 5 
Spencer Robinson (Stan) 
79.3; 8 Zac Dyer (Stan) 
81.2; 11 Alex Langrish 
(Stan) 82.2; 12 David 
Elanigan (Stan) 82.3; 15 
Will Marsh (Stan) 83.5; 
21 Huw Bennett (Cow) 
90.3; 23 Rhys Eford 
(Stan) 92.0. 

Standing long jump, 3 

Rian Thomas (Cow) 
2.24; 4 Kwabena 
Eordjour (Stan) 2.22; 6 
Scott Thomas (Cow) 
2.10; 7 Harrison 
Stephens (Cow) 2.08; 13 
Spencer Robinson (Stan) 
2.00; 14 Dan Oddy 
(Cow) 1.98; 15 William 
Gale (Stan) 1.98; 18 
Alex Love (Cow) 1.96; 
26 Tom Collins (Stan) 
1.90; 27 William Brown 
(Stan) 1.90. 

Standing triple jump, 2 

Ben Tanner (Stan) 5.76; 

6 Zac Dyer (Stan) 5.47; 

7 Dafydd Manley 
Glantaf 5.42; 10 
Nicholas Rees (Cow) 
5.26; 16 Sam Aston 
(Cow) 4.68. 

High jump, 1 Tom 
Trotman (Cow) 1.40; 8 
Nicholas Rees (Cow) 
1.10; 10= Huw Bennett 
(Cow) 1.10. 

Vertical jump, 3= Ellis 
Rosser (Cow) 42; 11 
Alex Langrish (Stan) 38; 
12 Scott Thomas (Cow) 
37; 16= Zac Dyer (Stan) 
34; 16= Alex Love 
(Cow) 34; 20 Sam Aston 
(Cow) 32; 24 Edwards 
Couzens (Cow) 24. 
Speed bounce, 1 
Kristian Jones (Cow) 50; 
2= Dan Oddy (Cow) 49; 
5= Will Marsh (Stan) 

48; 11= David Flanigan 
(Stan) 46; 14 Harri 
Thomas (Cow) 45; 15= 
Rhys Eford (Stan) 43; 
15= Tomos Marsh (Stan) 
43; 15= Alex Langrish 
(Stan) 43; 15= Josh 
Lewis (Stan) 43; 19= 
Spencer Robinson (Stan) 
42; 19= Rian Thomas 
(Cow) 42; 24= Scott 
Thomas (Cow) 40; 34= 
Tom Collins (Stan) 35; 
36= William Brown 
(Stan) 31. 

Shot (3.25kg), 1 Tom 
Trotman (Cow) 10.30; 7 
Edwards Couzens (Cow) 


7.50; 10 Craig Boxall 
(Cow) 6.90; 11 Ben 
Tanner (Stan) 6.85; 14 
Tom Collins (Stan) 6.50; 
15 Nathan Robson 
(Cow) 6.50; 16 William 
Gale (Stan) 6.40; 18 
Harri Thomas (Cow) 
6.20; 20 Alex Langrish 
(Stan) 5.85; 21 Harrison 
Stephens (Cow) 5.85; 23 
Sam Aston (Cow) 5.60; 
27 Will Marsh (Stan) 
4.85; 30 Tomos Marsh 
(Stan) 4.30. 

Under-15 girls - 2 
Laps, 1= Sarah Lewis 
(Cow) 23.2; 1= Caitlin 
Allin (Cow) 23.2; 3 
Alice Nottingham (Stan) 
23.4; 4 Lili Evans (Cow) 
23.5; 7= Georgia Lott 
(Cow) 23.7; 11= Hannah 
Gaskin (Cow) 24.1; 15 
Natasha Johnson (Cow) 
24.5; 17 Phoebe Nixon 
(Lwt) 24.7; 19 Hannah 
Woodward (Cow) 25.3. 

4 Laps, 3 Izzy Eddy- 
Williams (Cow) 49.0; 5 
Elbe Atkinson (Lwt) 
50.8; 6 Kate Coker 
(Stan) 51.6; 7 Jordan 
Carpenter (Cow) 51.8; 8 
Annabel Curie (Cow) 
51.9; 9= Erin Hayes 
(Lwt) 52.7; 9= Nancie 
Edwards (Cow) 54.3; 11 
Megan Brown (Cow) 
54.6; 12 Bethan White 
(Cow) 57.6. 

Standing long jump, 2 
Izzy Eddy-Williams 
(Cow) 2.22; 3 Caitlin 
Abin (Cow) 2.06; 4 
Alice Nottingham (Stan) 
2.05; 7 Natasha Johnson 
(Cow) 2.00; 8 Annabel 
Curie (Cow) 1.94; 9 
Phoebe Nixon (Lwt) 
1.91; 11 Erin Hayes 
(Lwt) 1.89; 13 Elbe 
Atkinson (Lwt) 1.82; 14 
Nancie Edwards (Cow) 
1.80; 17 Jordan 
Carpenter (Cow) 1.72; 

20 Megan Brown (Cow) 
1.68; 21 Kate Coker 
(Stan) 1.67; 22 Bethan 
White (Cow) 1.62. 
Vertical jump, 1 Lili 
Evans (Cow) 53; 5 
Sarah Lewis (Cow) 42; 

7 Hannah Gaskin (Cow) 
38; 8 Georgia Lott 
(Cow) 38; 9 Hannah 
Woodward (Cow) 36. 
Shot (3.25kg), 6 Hannah 
Woodward (Cow) 6.20; 

7 Hannah Gaskin (Cow) 
6.00; 13 Georgia Lott 
(Cow) 4.70. 

Speed bounce, 1 Izzy 
Eddy-Williams (Cow) 

75; 3 Sarah Lewis 
(Cow) 68; 4= Caitlin 
Abin (Cow) 66; 7= 

Alice Nottingham (Stan) 
65; 7= Lili Evans (Cow) 
65; 9= Annabel Curie 
(Cow) 63; 11 Natasha 
Johnson (Cow) 62; 12= 
Elbe Atkinson (Lwt) 59; 
12= Jordan Carpenter 
(Cow) 59; 14 Bethan 
White (Cow) 56; 16 Erin 
Hayes (Lwt) 53; 17 Kate 
Coker (Stan) 52; 18 
Phoebe Nixon (Lwt) 47; 
20 Nancie Edwards 
(Cow) 37. 

All-rounder points 
competition - 2 Izzy 
Eddy-Williams (Cow) 
294; 4= Caitlin Abin 
(Cow) 287; 4= Sarah 
Lewis (Cow) 287; 7 Lib 
Evans (Cow) 281; 9 
Alice Nottingham (Stan) 
277; 11= Hannah Gaskin 
(Cow) 255; 11= Annabel 
Curie (Cow) 255; 13 
Georgia Lott (Cow) 249; 


Vale Resort is 
tops for golf 



The Vale Resort’s Golf operations manager 
Clive Coombs collects the award for ‘UK’s 
Most Enjoyable Golf Course’ from Simon 
Wordsworth, Director of 59club. 
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Rian Thomas 
( Cowbridge). 


14= Elbe Atkinson 
(Lwt) 245; 17 Natasha 
Johnson (Cow) 240; 19 
Hannah Woodward 
(Cow) 238; 20= Jordan 
Carpenter (Cow) 233; 
20= Erin Hayes (Lwt) 
233; 25 Nancie Edwards 
(Cow) 219; 26= Kate 
Coker (Stan) 218; 26= 
Phoebe Nixon (Lwt) 

218; 29 Bethan White 
(Cow) 210; 34 Megan 
Brown (Cow) 142. 
Under-13 girls - 2 
Laps, 1 Moby Brown 
(Lwt) 24.3; 2= Olivia 
Hamzelou (Stan) 24.8; 4 
Sally Gambling (Cow) 
24.9; 6 Tizzie Birch- 
Hurst (Stan) 25.1; 12= 
Brooke Langdon-Cryer 
(Cow) 25.7; 22= Gabby 
Swift (Cow) 26.1; 22= 
Tamara Pitt (Lwt) 26.1; 
29= Aimee Miller (Lwt) 
26.4; 31 Jess Boland 
(Stan) 26.6; 32 Laurie 
Thomas (Cow) 26.7; 

45= Ffion Vickers (Cow) 
28.1. 

4 Laps, 1 Ela Emyr 
(Cow) 52.7; 4 Elbe 
Eddy-Williams (Cow) 
54.2; 6 Hayley Stroud 
(Stan) 54.9; 8 Elbe 
Medicott (Cow) 55.6; 9= 
Kim Jerwood (Cow) 
55.7; 15 Rachel Bent 
(Cow) 57.0; 19 Caitlin 
Jones (Cow) 58.9. 

6 Laps, 1 Seren Abin 
(Cow) 81.6; 3 Maya Bell 
(Cow) 84.6; 6 Seren 
Marsh (Stan) 86.2; 8 
Maisie Squire (Stan) 
87.0; 10 Cerys 
Bradshaw (Cow) 88.2; 

11 Ysobebe Williams B 
ofLlandaff90.9; 13 
Jemma Viney (Cow) 
98.4. 

Standing long jump, 1 

Elbe Eddy-Williams 
(Cow) 2.07; 3 Maya Bell 
(Cow) 2.00; 6 Brooke 
Langdon-Cryer (Cow) 
1.92; 8 Aimee Miller 
(Lwt) 1.90; 10 Rebecca 
Vibis (Stan) 1.87; 13 
Olivia Hamzelou (Stan) 
1.86; 15 Seren Abin 
(Cow) 1.82; 16 Moby 
Brown (Lwt) 1.81; 17 
Seren Marsh (Stan) 1.80; 
24 Gabby Swift (Cow) 
1.74; 25 Laurie Thomas 
(Cow) 1.70; 28 Maisie 
Squire (Stan) 1.66; 29 
Rachel Bent (Cow) 1.65; 



George Griffiths. 


35 Kersey Murray (Stan) 
1.58; 44 Megan 
McNamee (Cow) 1.45. 
Standing Triple Jump, 4 
Rachel Bent (Cow) 5.20; 
5 Elbe Medicott (Cow) 
5.18; 8 Olivia Hamzelou 
(Stan) 4.76; 10 Jemma 
Viney (Cow) 4.67; 11 
Kim Jerwood (Cow) 
4.66; 12 Georgia 
Atkinson (Stan) 4.62; 15 
Caitlin Jones (Cow) 

4.50; 17 Tizzie Birch- 
Hurst (Stan) 4.48. 

High jump, 1 Tamara 
Pitt (Lwt) 1.30. 

Vertical jump, 2 Hayley 
Stroud (Stan) 43; 5 Ela 
Emyr (Cow) 40; 9 Sally 
Gambling (Cow) 37; 14 
Rebecca Vibis (Stan) 35; 
17 Tizzie Birch-Hurst 
(Stan) 34; 18 Cerys 
Bradshaw (Cow) 33; 

23= Jess Boland (Stan) 
32; 25 Ffion Vickers 
(Cow) 32; 26 Georgia 
Atkinson (Stan) 32; 27 
Emma Llewellyn (Stan) 
32; 34 Kersey Murray 
(Stan) 28; 35 Elbe 
Mahoney (Stan) 24. 
Speed bounce, 6= Sally 
Gambling (Cow) 64; 8= 
Seren Abin (Cow) 63; 

8= Maya Bell (Cow) 63; 
13 Seren Marsh (Stan) 
61; 14= Jemma Viney 
(Cow) 60; 14= Megan 
McNamee (Cow) 60; 18 
Moby Brown (Lwt) 59; 
19= Ffion Vickers (Cow) 
58; 22= Ela Emyr (Cow) 
56; 24= Rachel Bent 
(Cow) 55; 28= Kim 
Jerwood (Cow) 53; 30= 
Cerys Bradshaw (Cow) 
52; 33 Megan Hain 
(Stan) 49; 34= Elbe 
Mahoney (Stan) 48; 34= 
Tamara Pitt (Lwt) 48; 38 
Gabby Swift (Cow) 47. 
Shot (2.72Kg), 4 Brooke 
Langdon-Cryer (Cow) 
6.90; 6 Elbe Eddy- 
Williams (Cow) 6.30; 10 
Emma Llewellyn (Stan) 
6.00; 11 Megan Hain 
(Stan) 5.80; 17 Elbe 
Medicott (Cow) 5.20; 21 
Laurie Thomas (Cow) 
4.80; 22 Caitlin Jones 
(Cow) 4.70; 23 Maisie 
Squire (Stan) 4.70. 

Report PETER 
MORRIS 
Photographs IAN 
DIXON 


Cricketer’s local 
sponsorship 

WHEN Glamorgan cricketer Ben-James 
Wright was looking for sponsorship to sup¬ 
port his career playing off season in 
Australia he looked towards Cowbridge, 
and Oscars restaurant. 

Ben played for Cowbridge Cricket Club until he 
was 17, then signed for Glamorgan. Ben also rep¬ 
resented England under-19s in the 2005 World Cup 
and captained England under-19’s test team in 
2007. 

“I would like to thank everyone involved with 
Oscars for the sponsorship,” he said. “The past 
couple of years I have been lucky enough to travel 
to Australia to play during the off-season and 
improve my skills and the help I have received 
ensures that I will be able to travel to Adelaide 
again.” 
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SUZUKI GRAND 
VITARA _ 


[1L9 PDIS SZ5 5dr 



NEW SUZUKI 
SWIFT 


• Clear beige metallic 

• Permanent 4WD 

• ESP • Alloy wheels 

• Automatic air 
conditioning 

• Front, side and 
curtain airbags 

• Keyless start 

• Cruise control 

• Heated front seats 


WAS £ 23 ^ 

SAVE £3,720 
ONE OFF SPECIAL 


£ 19,995 

DRIVE AWAY PRICE 


• Galactic grey metallic 
•ESP 


• Alloy wheels 

• Air conditioning 

• Front fog lamps 

• Privacy glass 


msmMT 

SAVE £1,005 
ONE OFF SPECIAL 


£ 9,995 

DRIVE AWAY PRICE 


• Cosmic black pearl 
metallic 

• £30 per year 
road tax 

•ESP 

• Front, side and 
curtain airbags 

• USB port 

• 5 star Euro 
Neap rating 


SAVE £1,080 
ONE OFF SPECIAL 


£ 9,595 

DRIVE AWAY PRICE 





► Silky silver met 

► ABS with EBD 

► Alloy wheels 

► Front, side and 
curtain airbags 

► Air conditioning 

► Front fog lamps 

► Privacy glass 

► Keyless entry 


WAS£40;89gr 

SAVE £1,895 
ONE OFF SPECIAL 


£ 11,995 

DRIVE AWAY PRICE 


»Cosmic black 
pearl met 
»Alloy wheels 
»Front, side and 
curtain airbags 
»Automatic air 
conditioning 
»Front fog lamps 
»Keyless entry 


SAVE £1,865 
ONE OFF SPECIAL 


£ 11,495 

DRIVE AWAY PRICE 


SUZUKI GRAND 
VITARA 


►Silky silver met 

► Permanent 4wd 

► ESP • Alloy wheels 

► Automatic 

air conditioning 

► Front, side and 
curtain airbags 


WAS£47r235' 

SAVE £2,440 
ONE OFF SPECIAL 


£ 14,795 

DRIVE AWAY PRICE 


VL;L£i^L£ YQU-LL OLiVL 

Prices shown are subject to a £65 admin fee. Details correct at time of going to print. Models shown for illustration purposes only. 


I 


,1.1“ 


J&J N*>otO^ 


J&J Motors Bridgend 

AA8, Laleston, Bridgend CF32 OLY 

01656 657 8A 


www.jjmotors.co.uk 
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Cowbridge under-8s 
do well in their 
round robin games 


COWBRIDGE 
under-8s played 
round robin games 
against Llantwit 
Major and Sully 
Sports at Llantwit 
Major on Sunday 27 
February. 

Game 1: 

Llantwit Major 2 
- Cowbridge 8 
IN the first game, 
Cowbridge played a 
mixed Llantwit Major 
under-7s and under-8s 
team, who showed great 
commitment and effort 
despite their inexperi¬ 
ence. 

Cowbridge’s strength, 
however, was teamwork 
which led to them over¬ 
whelming their oppo¬ 
nents. 

What was particularly 
enjoyable about this 
game was the fun that 
was clearly being had by 
the children involved. 

There were numerous 
excellent passing move¬ 
ments by the Cowbridge 
boys, some of whom are 
showing huge improve¬ 
ment, notably Sam 
Coates and Harry 
Holtam, who scored his 
first try and then went on 
to score another. 

Special mention to 
Tom Johnson for his 
three tries; other try 
scorers were Elis Howell, 
Dewi Williams, Sam 
Coates and Harry Holtam 
(two). 

Team: Sam Coates, 
James Gilvear, Matthew 


Gilvear, Owen Godsall, 
Harry Holtam, Elis 
Howell, Tom Johnson 
and Dewi Williams. 

Game 2: 

Llantwit Major 4 
- Cowbridge 7 

COWBRIDGE 
played Llantwit 

Major’s under-8s in the 
second game. 

Conditions were hor¬ 
rendous, and both teams 
were very evenly 
matched. 

The difference 

between them was the 
contribution made by 
Jake Williams, who 
scored five tries. 

A little more team¬ 
work and a stronger 
defence would lead to a 
marked improvement but 
the boys were affected by 
the conditions. 

Tries: Oliver Jarmain 
(two) and Jake Williams 
(five) 

Team: loan Davies, 
David Harris, Robbie 
Hawkins, Oliver 

Jarmain, Aled Leitch, 
Charlie Locke, lestyn 
Owen and Jake Williams. 
Game 3: Sully 6, 
Cowbridge 4 
HAVING only had time 
to put tracksuits on, 
this team was required 
to play Sully Sports 
while the above team 
played Llantwit Major. 

Cowbridge ran in the 
first try straight from the 
kickoff with Owen 
Godsall crossing the line 
after receiving the ball 
from the kick off. 
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) 
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Cowbridge didn’t 
have it all their own way, 
however, and the scores 
were never more than a 
try apart until the very 
end of the game. Iwan- 
Thomas Bartle crossed 
the line following a good 
passing sequence from 
Cowbridge, and with 
both teams suffering 
from the cold, Dewi 
Williams showed good 
strength in crossing the 
line from a fifth tag 
restart close to the Sully 
line. 

This brought 

Cowbridge back level at 
half time with the score 
at 3-3. 

Cowbridge crossed the 
line on a number of occa¬ 
sions during the second 
half; however only one 
try was awarded with 
James Gilvear closing 
Cowbridge’s account 
with a fourth try and 
bringing the score level 
at 4-4. 

Some very cold and 
wet players on both 
teams resulted in Sully 
scoring two further tries 
before the referee blew 
up for the end of the 
game. 

Tries: Owen Godsall. 
Iwan-Thomas Bartle, 
Dewi Williams and 
James Gilvear. 

Team: Iwan-Thomas 
Bartle, James Gilvear, 
Matthew Gilvear, Owen 
Godsall, Harry Holtam, 
Elis Howell, Tom 
Johnson and Dewi 
Williams. 

JS and GW 


LLANTWIT MAJOR JUNIORS PULL 
AWAY WITH STRONG SECOND HALF 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR RFC 
under-10s wel¬ 
comed Sully, com¬ 
ing off the back of 
two near losses to 
Pentyrch and 
Glamorgan 
Wanderers. 

The boys started well 
with Mason Richardson, 
debuting at scrum half 
after being drafted in 
from his wing position, 
making an immediate 
difference. 

Flying fullback Iwan 
Robinson-Booth glided 
his way through the 
Sully defence to put the 
first points on the board 
and also converted his 
try. 

Poor defence let Sully 
put points on the board 
but a quick ball from a 
Dylan Holloway run 
saw Owen Hodge bol¬ 
ster his way through to 
score seconds before the 
whistle; conversion 
missed. 

Llantwit played really 
well in the first half but 
the result didn’t reflect 
the first half perform¬ 
ance. 

Debutant Brandon 
made line breaks and 
caused Sully problems. 
Joss Harris sent the visi¬ 
tors backwards with the 
ball in hand, and Dylan 
Chamberlain caused the 
opposition problems 
with his speed, but it 
wasn’t quite enough and 
the half time score was 
12-7. 

In the second half, 
Llantwit brought on 
Owen Evans, Liam 


CHELTENHAM 
RACE EVENING 

ANDREW LOWRIE, head of Optimum 
Racing, is arranging an informative and 
fun Cheltenham preview evening at the 
VIP Piano Lounge, Cardiff Bay, on 
Thursday, March 10, at 7pm. 

Joining Andrew on the panel will be Vale trainer 
Tim Vaughan, racing expert Mark Holdert and 
Richard Kiloran, conditional jockey to leading train¬ 
er Nicky Henderson. 

Any profits from the sale of tickets will go to local 
charities and tickets can be obtained from Andrew at 
01446 722463 . 

BRIAN LEE 


Palmer, Max Greve, 
Dom Henson, William 
Cummings-Jones and 
Luc Williams, who 
made an instant impact. 

It started with a mon¬ 
strous kick off by Dom 
and a dropped ball from 
the visitors saw William 
turn the ball over and 
present it to half back 
Max, who, with a quick 
look, sent the ball to the 
backs and saw Luc 
Williams score a per¬ 
fectly executed try. The 


conversion was missed. 

Llantwit kicked off 
once again with Dorn’s 
big boot, Luc and Liam 
chased the ball down 
and the Sully boys com¬ 
pletely missed the ball. 

It bounced perfectly 
into Luc’s hands for his 
second try, which Iwan 
converted. 

Llantwit then really 
started putting pressure 
on the Sully side, and 
Luc scored yet another 
try which Iwan convert¬ 


ed. 

Fullback Iwan 
crashed through again 
for a second try which 
he converted. 

Hat-trick hero Luc 
made it four, and Iwan 
converted once again. 
The final score was 
57-7 to Llantwit. 

An excellent display 
by all. Thanks go to the 
opposition who gave it 
their all and kept their 
heads up until the final 
whistle. 


Squad: Joss Harris 
(captain), Dom Henson, 
Bruno Jeziorski, Jou 
Guerreiro, Joshua 
Dunn, Dylan Holloway, 
Dylan Chamberlain, 
William Cummings 
Jones, Brandon, Mason 
Richardson, Max Greve, 
Owen Hodge, Iwan 
Robinson-Booth, Liam 
Palmer, Luc Williams, 
Owen Evans. 

KP 
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CMpsAway 

Don’t let a scratch on your car 
put a dent in your pocket! 


Quality, mobile repairs at a fraction 
of traditional body shop costs 


• Bumper scuffs 

• Paintwork scratches 

• Minor dents 

• Interior trim 

• Small accidental damage 

• Alloy wheels 

• Repairs fully guaranteed 


-15 V 




^hspsJ\w3y 

Wt pdribC dm MC Che ear 


Call us now on: 

Paul: Yale & Cowbridge 07904 840202 

Martyn: Bridgend 07850 741307 
Gerwyn: Maesteg 07530 931384 
David: Llantrisant/Pontypridd 07950 058595 
Rob: Penarth 07538 088628 

to arrange for your 
free estimate or visit 


¥rww.chipsa way.co.uk 



www.pontycluncarsales.co.uk 

e:pontycluncarsales@tiscali.co.uk 


PO NTYCL UN 

^ ( CAR SALES 1 =^ 


01443 225461 

Cowbridge Road • Pontyclun 







2004 54 RENAULT Megane 2006 56 FORD Transit Connect 2007 07 TOYOTA Avensis T2 D-4D 2007 57 VAUXHALL Vectra Exclu- 2007 57 FORD Mondeo Edge 5- 

Dynamique WT136 Convertible 2- T230 LOO 4-Door Panel Van. Central 5-Door Hatchback. Central locking, sive CDTi 150 5-Door Estate. Ser- Door Hatchback. Remote central 
Door Convertible. Remote central locking, air conditioning, power steer- remote central locking, front electric vice history, central locking, air condi- locking, front electric windows, electric 
locking, e/mirrors, air con .£4,695 ing .£3,995 + VAT windows .£5,795 tioning .£4,995 mirrors .£6,495 

Over 50 cars & commercials in stock from €995 to €9,995 
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DUE TO REDEVELOPMENT WE HAVE MOVED OUR SALES DEPARTMENT 

More 

Choice 


NOW ALL UNDER ONE UMBRELLA MAESTE6 CAR SALES HAVE COME TO BRIDGEND 
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GREAT CAR 
GREAT OFFER. 

UNBEUEVABLE SA V/NGS FROM 
V/CTOR/A RARKMBZDB. 

VAT FIXED AT 2010 RATE'' 

3 years' complimentary servicing’ 
Low deposit and low monthly payments 
16" sports alloy wheels 
Full sports body kit 

£11,585 


M3ZD32 TAMURA 
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Til* oHkmI ImI consumption flquros in mpg (l/IOOkm) tor tho upgraded Mazda2 range Urban 34.9 (8.1) • S6.S (S.O), Extra Urban S3.3 (S.3) * 76J 
(3.7), Combinoii 44.8 (6.3) - 67.3 (4.2). CO. emissions (g/km) 146 - na 
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EASY ON THE EYE 
AND THE ROCKET 

UNBEUEVABLE SA V/NGS FRO/\/1 
V/CTOR/A RARK /^BZOB. 

VAT FIXED AT 2010 RATE'' 
Mazda contribution towards your deposit 
Fantastic performance 
Excellent fuel economy 

£15,230 


M3ZD33 TS 
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The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (i/IOOkm) for the Ma2da3 range (exci. MRS): Urban 26.7 (10.6) - 53.3 <5J), Extra Urban 46.316.1) • 
12 A (3.9), Combined 37^2 (7.6) - 64.2 (4.4). CO, emissions (g/km) 176 -117. 
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Cai yf to aodi yaur tost drivir* today. 

V/CTOR/A PARK NfBZOB Freephone: 0800 021 4384 

Hadfield Road, Cardiff CF11 8A0 WWW.ViCtOriaDdrkmazda.CO.UK 
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vanhire.co.uk 


WWW. 


# CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 




Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota, VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Caraveles.TransitTourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 

• Book Online 

hire@wicl<vanhire.co.uk 





OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 


Trainer Tim 
has high hopes 
for horse! 


College students help 
rugby-playing under-lOs 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 




A BERTHIN’S 
Tim Vaughan 
is hoping 

that his nine-year- 
old chestnut gelding 
Beshaba, owned by 
Mrs Margaret 
Findlay, and who 
scored at Doncaster 
last week, will give 
him his first winner 
at the Cheltenham 
National Hunt 
Festival. 

Beshaba, who was 
brought down when 
travelling really well the 
last time he ran at 
Cheltenham, has a 
choice of races but is 
likely to run in the 
National Hunt Chase, a 
four mile race for ama¬ 
teur riders. 

Meanwhile, it was 
nice to see Emily Jones, 
who hails from the Vale, 
win on Captain Cool at 
Wolverhampton last 
week. 

Emily, who has also 
ridden winners over the 
jumps and between-the- 
flags, would have surely 
reached the top had she 
been given more support 
by owners and trainers. 

Anyone looking for a 
rider should give Jason 
‘Awesome’ Cook a call 
on 07912 359425. Jason, 
who won the national 


novice point-to-point 
riders’ championship in 
2000, recently returned 
to the saddle after a five- 
year absence. He says 
that he found that work¬ 
ing as a senior assistant 
at Evan Williams’s 
Llancarfan yard - he left 
last September - didn’t 
give him much time to 
compete in races. 

The Brecon & 
Talybont Hunt hold their 
annual point-to-point 
races at Llanfrynach 
next Saturday (March 5). 
First race at 1pm. 

TUDOR REIGNS 
COWBRIDGE’S 
James Tudor landed 
the men’s open race on 
the Alan Hill-trained 
Start Royal at the 
Waveney Harriers 
Hunt Steeplechases at 
Higam last Sunday. 

Another Welsh rider, 
Paul Tolman, won the 
intermediate race on Mr 
J McMahon’s Princess 
de Rome at the South 
Pool Harriers meeting at 
Buckfastleigh. 

Meanwhile at Market 
Rasen, Spirit ofAdjisa 
took the TurfTV Novices 
Hurdle for Aberthin’s 
Tim Vaughan. The top- 
weighted favourite, rid¬ 
den by Richard Johnson, 
won by 10 lengths from 
TipToeAway. 



FIRST year Welsh 
Baccalaureate stu¬ 
dents from two 
construction 
departments at 
Barry College have 
combined their tal¬ 
ents to help out a 
local junior rugby 
team as part of 
their ‘community 
participation’ mod¬ 
ule. 

The carpentry stu¬ 
dents constructed a 
miniature scrum 
machine during practi¬ 


cal lessons, which was 
then donated to 
Rumney Rugby Club’s 
under-10 side. The 
team are coached by 
Barry College carpen¬ 
try lecturer David 
Lowery. 

The scrum machine 
was then painted in 
Rumney’s colours by 
students from college 
lecturer Colin 
Simpson’s painting 
and decorating depart¬ 
ment during their 
practical lessons. 

Under the Welsh 
Baccalaureate, which 
runs alongside and 


complements other 
qualifications, students 
must carry out work- 
related education, 
team enterprise and 
community participa¬ 
tion modules. 


ABOVE: 

The Pathway to 
Apprenticeship 
Carpentry students 
from Barry College 
who constructed the 
scrum machine. 


VALEWAYS WALKS 

ON Thursday, March 10 at 1.30pm, ‘Limestone 
and Bluebells’ walk, starting from the car park 
opposite the Fox & Hounds, St Brides Major. 

On Sunday, March 13 at 2pni, Dave’s coast walk, 
starting at Redbiink Crescent. 


Ltandow Notak 




For aU your car parts 
We take non ferous metals 
Best prices on Tyres 


Tel 01446 792669- 792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 




OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK. EXCEPT BHIOCEND WHICH IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 


THE NUMBER 1 
FOR TYRES IN c 
SOUTH WALES 


EXHAUSTS’! BRAKES* I BATTERIES 


GOOD 


Sava 


<» 
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ICON 381 C7o.oD 
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A«om £34.00 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


Broad Streep Barry CF62 7AJ. EstJ979 




08 MAZDA 2 1.3 TS 3-dr Hatchback, in icy 

blue with charcoal black interior, electric mir¬ 
rors, front electric windows, power steering, 
CD, service history, only 29,800 miles.£6,795 


fb? 07 MERCEDES BENZ CLK 1.8 CLK200 
I Kompressor Sport Cabriolet Automatic. In 

I Tellurium silver with black leather interior, electric 
I seats with memory, parktronic system, 18” AMG alloy I 
Wheels, cruise control, only 36,760 miles....£21,995 


n)6 56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite metl 

I with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, f 
I cd, climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, I 
I auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior | 
^itanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers. £9,995j 


57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-dr| 
MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, I 
reversing sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, | 
only 23,580 miles. £6,495 


I 07 07 LANDROVER Range Rover Sport 2.7 TD V6 HSE 5-dr Station Wagon Automatic. In Stornaway 

grey with black leather interior, climate control, cruise control, privacy glass heated front screen, only 

29,500 miles. £31,995 

I 07 07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with grey interior, 

air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel drive, service history, only 36,500 miles. £12,995 

i 53 SUZUKI Jimny 1.2 02 Edition 3Dr Soft Top Convertible. In black with anthracite interior, CD, elec¬ 
tric windows, alloy wheels, only 36,700 miles. £4,995 

I 02 02 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles. £9,995 

I 07 07 MERCEDES BENZ CLK 1.8 CLK200 Kompressor Sport Cabriolet Automatic. In Tellurium silver 

with black leather interior, electric seats with memory, parktronic system, 18” AMG alloy wheels, cruise 

control, only 36,760 miles. £21,995 

I 07 07 BMW 520d SE 2.0Ltd 4-Dr Saloon. In Monaco blue with black leather interior, 17” alloy wheels, 

automatic air con, cruise control, traction control system, only 55,400 miles. £12,995 

I 05 55 BMW 2.0 TD 320 DSE 4-dr Saloon. In sparkling graphite grey, cloth interior, air con, rear parking 

aid, cd, traction control system, only 54,810 miles. £10,495 

I 06 56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 

climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers. £9,995 

I 05 55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-dr Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige leather 

interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles. £POA 

1 52 BMW 7 Series 745i 4.4 saloon automatic. In titanium silver with black leather interior, rear parking 

sensors, multi cd, electric memory seats, alloy wheeels, one owner, only 70,360 miles.£8,495 

I 02 52 MERCEDES Benz CLK 2.6 240 Avantgarde 2-dr Coupe. In Tanzanite blue with alpaca grey 

leather interior, luxury climate control, Parktronic sensors, cruise control, service history, only 73,400 

miles. £7,495 

I 02 02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 

interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles. £4,995 

I 01 Y MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 C200 Kompressor Elegance 4-dr Saloon in brilliant silver with orion 
grey interior, alloy wheels, air con, cruise control, one owner, full service history, only 67,000 miles. ..£4,995 


SPORTS 


06 BMW 3.0 TD MSport Automatic 4-dr Saloon in met black with beige leather in terior, electric fold¬ 
ing mirrors, automatic air con, MV-2 alloy wheels, traction control system, only 58,900 miles. ..£15,995 
58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRi 3-dr Sports Hatch. In technical grey with charcoal alpha 

cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, only 26,850 miles. £9,995 

09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles. £13,495 

09 PEUGEOT 207CC 1.6 16v 120 Sport Automatic Coupe Convertible. In Neysha blue with Xavier 
black interior, alloy wheels, air con, CD, steering wheel mounted controls, only 15,260 miles. ..£10,495 
07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles. £11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4116v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles. £9,995 

05 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 T Fsi (200ps) GTi 5-dr Hatchback in tornado red with anthracite Vienna 
leather interior, parking sensors, heated front seats, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, onl 67,600 

miles.£9,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT136 Privilege 2-dr Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magnolia leather 

interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 mis. £6,995 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5-dr hatchback in flamenco red with black Merlin interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, body coloured bumpers, only 50,600 miles. £4,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

05 MAZDA 3Sport 2.0 5Dr Hatchback. In winning blue with ebony cloth, 17” alloy wheels, climate con¬ 
trol, multi CD, front fogs, only 57,390 miles. £5,995 


04 


03 


03 


04 04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles. £6,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

53 HONDA Civic 1.6 VTec SE Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In Aqua green, half black leather interior, air 

con, alloy wheels, heated electric mirrors, CD, only 46,400 miles. £4,495 

53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles. £3,995 

G BMW 3 Series 320i 2.0 2-dr Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, headlamp cleaning sys¬ 
tem, M-Technic steering wheel, wood effect trim, electric windows, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 
68,140 miles.£4,995 


FAMILY 


09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 75 Verve 5-dr Hatchback. In onyx black with black interior, alloy wheels, air con, 

body coloured bumpers, front fog lights, only 8,890 miles. £7,995 

58 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi (140) Zetec 5-dr Hatchback in stardust silver with ebony interior, blue¬ 
tooth phone prep, traction control system, air con, quick clear screen, cruise control, only 31,910 miles I 

.£12,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles. £7,995 

08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-Dr Hatchback. In tango red with anthracite interior, quick clear 

screen, air con, CD, aux input, alloy wheels, only 10,700 miles.£6,995 

57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles. £8,495 

57 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 16v SRi 5-dr MPV. In silver lightning with Silver Alpha Charcoal interior, air 

con, traction control system, alloy wheels, only 52.000 miles. £7,495 

57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-dr MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, reversing 

sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, only 23,580 miles. £6,495 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles. £6,495 

54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles. £6,995 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.4 Twist 3-dr Hatchback in indigo blue with anthracite interior, air con, elec¬ 
tric heated mirrors, electric windows, service history, one owner, only 22,480 miles. £4,495 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 
gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles. £5,995 


SMALL 


58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles. £3,995 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles. £7,995 

58 CHEVROLET Matiz I.OSE-i- 5-dr Hatchback. In poly silver with blue/black interior, air con, central 

locking, CD, colour coded bumpers, power steering, only 26,750 miles. £3,995 

08 MAZDA 2 1.3TS 3-dr Hatchback, in icy blue with charcoal black interior, electric mirrors, front elec¬ 
tric windows, power steering, CD, service history, only 29,800 miles. £6,795 

08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, CD, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles. £5,495 

08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles. £4,495 

56 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback. In tonic blue with Tungsten Denim blue interior, 

alloy wheels, air con, electric front windows, power steering, only 46,000 miles. £4,995 

56 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 Atlantic 3-dr hatchback. In sky blue with dark grey interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, front fogs, body coloured bumpers, alarm, 27,820 miles. £4,450 

04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 
bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles. £3,495 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymroeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 ^ 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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02 PORSCHE 911 
Carrera 4S Tiptronic 



In silver w/black leather, 65,000 
miles just serviced Porsche 
Cardiff £22,995 


54 Mini One 
Convertible 





In cool blue with full leather 
trim, 50,000 miles, host of 
extras £6,995 


55 BMW Diesel SE 



In white, 77,000 miles, 
upgraded alloys, superb 
example 

£9,995 


04 BMW X3 Sport 



In gunmetal grey, air con, 
abs, multiple airbags, alloy 
wheels, parking sensors. 
Leather upholstery, pas. 

£9,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


57 MERCEDES E320 CDi Sport Est Auto. Silver with black leather, 22,000mls . REDUCED BY £1000 TO £22,995 

02 PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4S Tiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £22,995 

04 JAGUAR XK8 convertible. In racing greeen with cream leather, 37,000 miles, host of extras.£17,995 

57 MAZDA MX5 2.0 Sports. In met blue with black leather heated seats, 12,000 miles, 1 owner.£11,995 

07 FORD S-Max 2.0TDCi Zetec. In silver, 61,000 miles, one owner, diesel 7 seater.£11,995 

56 BMW 520 Diesel SE. In black, 69,000 miles, 1 owner, a/c, alloys, etc.£11,995 

04 MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

55 BMW 320 Diesel SE in white, 77,000 miles, upgraded alloys, superb example.£9,995 

08 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel SRi Auto. In silver, 39,000 miles.£8,995 

54 BMW 318Ci Sport convertible. In red, 72,000 miles, fantastic value at.£8,995 

54 SEAT Alhambra 1.9 TDi Auto in silver beech met, 44,000 miles, 2 owners, 7-seater.£8,495 

05 HONDA Civic 2.0 Type R. In black, 53,000 miles with air con, drives superb.£7,995 

52 AUDI TT Roadster ‘225’ In red with leather trim, 81,000 miles with Zenons, Bose multi CD etc.£7,995 

54 MINI One Convertible. In cool blue with full leather trim, 50,000 miles, host of extras.£6,995 

04 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto, in sea frost silver with beige leather trim, 49,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

03 VW Beetle 2.0 convertible. In ice blue, 52,000 miles, stylish 4 seater.£6,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

06 TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

03 MERCEDES C220Di Avant Garde SE Auto in black, 78,000 miles, diesel economy at.£5,995 

54 TOYOTA RAV4 2.0VVTi XT3. In silver, 89,000 miles, 2 owners with leather trim.£4,995 

05 PEUGEOT 307 Convertible In met. grey, low mileage example at.£5,695 

03 MAZDA MX5 1.8 Nevada in met blue with grey leather sports seats, 52,000 miles, superb example.£4,995 

02 MERCEDES Cl 80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

56 SMART Four Two 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. In silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c . . £4,695 

03 BMW 316i SE. In steel blue, low mileage, local car at.£4,695 

05 SMART FourTwo 700, convertible. In silver, 23,000 miles, auto, a/c, etc.£4,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206cc 1.6 Convertible. In silver, 31,000 mile example with full leather, a/c etc.£4,495 

06 CHRYSLER PT Cruiser 2.4 Classic. In met grey, 41,000 mile American classic.£3,995 

53 SUBARU Impreza 2.0 GX Sport AWD Automatic. In met blue, 45,000 miles, superb value.£3,995 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


07 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 T Spirit. Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal grey met.£7,995 

07 PEUGEOT 207 1.6TD Sport Estate. In silver, 58,000 miles, panoramic roof, low road tax diesel.£6,995 

07 FORD C-Max 2.0 Zetec Auto (New model). In met blue, low mileage example in excellent condition. . . . £6,995 

06 VW Beetle 2.0. In met blue, 49,000 miles with a/c etc.£6,995 

59 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Platinum 5-dr Auto. In silver, 10,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

56 TOYOTA Avensis T3S 2.0-4D 5-dr. In sea mist silver, 73,000 mile diesel hatch at.£6,495 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamic Auto In met-burgundy, superb example with only 25,000 miles .£5,995 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr. In met graphite, 21,000 miles with air con.£5,695 

54 FORD Focus 2.0TDCi Titanium 3-Dr. In electric blue, 73,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£5,495 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.3 Diesel Active. In met blue, 42,000 miles, low insurance + road tax.£5,295 

58 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In met blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

05 FORD Focus 2.0 Titanium 5-Dr. In black, 60,000 miles.£4,995 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8 T3-S 5-dr. In met blue, 73,000 miles.£4,995 

06 CITROEN Picasso 2.0 Desire Auto. Blue, very desirable car, 38,867 miles.... REDUCED BY £800 TO £3,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

06 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Expression in silver, low mileage example of this versatile model.£4,495 

05 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi SX 5-dr. In light met blue, 67,000 miles, diesel economy at.£4,495 

06 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 CDX 5-dr. In black, 28,000 miles, superb example at.£4,295 

07 PEUGEOT 1007 1.4 ‘Deice’. In met bronze, 29,000 miles, electric sliding doors etc.£3,995 

06 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Verve 5-dr. In electric blue, 61,000 miles with a/c, cd, alloys.£3,995 

55 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life 5-dr Auto. In met red, 33,000 miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Silver 3-dr. 78,000 miles with full leather trim.£3,995 

07 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE. In silver, low mileage example with low running costs.£3,495 

05 ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys.. . REDUCED BY £1000TO £2,4995 

51 VW Beetle 1.6. In electric blue, 78,000 miles with cd etc.£3,495 

54 RENAULT Megane 1.4 Authentique 5-dr. In met blue, 72,000 miles, 1 private owner with air con.£2,995 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2SXi. Met green, a/c, elec windows, very attractive car.£2,995 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamic 3-dr. In black, 68,000 miles, alloys, sunroof.£2,995 

91 VW Golf 1.8 Clipper convertible. In white with navy soft top, owned by VW enthusiast.£2,495 

52 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8LS 5-dr. In silver, 83,000 miles, large family hatch. REDUCED BY £200 TO £1,995 


52 Audi n Roadster '225' 



In red with leather trim, 
81,000 miles with Zenons, 
Bose multi CD etc. 

£7,995 


54 Ford Focus 2.0 TDCi 
Titanium 3-dr 



In electric blue, 73,000 miles, 
fantastic MPG 

£5,495 


07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 
Dynamic Auto 



In met burgundy, superb 
example with only 25,000 miles 

£5,995 


56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 
1.6 Elegance Automatic 



In met blue with 
black leather, 37,000 miles 

£4,995 


Broad street, Q| 722600 M 

(Next to Barry trim Station) W ■ M ^^WWW IWARRANTIES 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOLIGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 
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Llandow Kart Club 2011 season 

KARTERS ARE BACK IN ACTION 


Abbi lands 
a winner 


Report: CRAIG LLEWELLYN 
PHOTO: HARDY RODDE 


AFTER what felt 
like the most fleet¬ 
ing of breaks, 
Llandow Kart Club 
swung back into 
action with the 
opening round of its 
2011 season on a 
cold and blustery 
Sunday in late 
February. 

Some 63 hardy com¬ 
petitors, including a 
healthy number of new 
faces and returning 
novices, combined to 
represent nine classes, 
although some were 
merged on track to pro¬ 
vide meaningful grids. 

After sitting out the 
Celtic Championships 
that closed the 2010 cam¬ 
paign, the Bambino class 
made a welcome return 
and, despite a low turn¬ 
out compared to some 
meetings last season, 
provided some close 
competition between 
Max Fenlon, George 
Alp-Williams and Alex 
Austin before the former 
came out on top. 

Honda Junior featured 
just one more runner, but 
welcomed back Daniel 
Jones to provide Welsh 
and Celtic champion 
Lloyd Scaly with some 
competition. Out of 
action for the second half 
of 2010, however, Jones 
could not prevent Sealy 
from taking a clean 
sweep of heat and final 
victories, but did enough 
to come in ahead of 
novices Danny Griffiths 


and Jack Hixon. 

A combined field of 
21 Cadets provided the 
biggest grid of the day, 
with Ryan Edwards and 
Brandon Patrick uphold¬ 
ing Honda honour by 
sharing the heat wins 
before the group was 
split for separate finals. 
Edwards duly returned to 
the front of the pack to 
take victory in the Honda 
class, with Hugo Holmes 
and Daniel Thomas com¬ 
pleting the podium after 
early leader Patrick 
dropped to fourth at the 
flag. 

The Comer class was 
won by Louis Griffith- 
Walker, from Lucas 
Wynne and novice Tom 
Rawlings, but only after 
Wynne had come out on 
top in two of the three 
heats. 

Junior TKM and 
Minimax were similarly 
combined to make a big¬ 
ger field, and continued 
to run together through¬ 
out the day. Ross Chell 
swept the six-kart TKM 
field, with Scott Morris 
and Yousuf Ashraf giving 
chase in every encounter, 
while Lewis Malin 
appeared set to do like¬ 
wise in Minimax before 
his kart failed on the 
dummy grid ahead of the 
final. 

That disappointment 
allowed closest chal¬ 
lenger Harry Williams to 
take an uncontested win 
in the main event, and the 


reigning Cadet champion 
gave a good account of 
himself by harrying 
Chell through the open¬ 
ing stages before settling 
for second on the road. 

Novice Ellis Jackson, 
the sole Junior Blue run¬ 
ner, also found himself in 
the TKM/Minimax mix, 
but added a valuable sig¬ 
nature to his licence after 
a clean weekend. 

After some disap¬ 
pointing turnouts in 
2010, the Honda Senior 
class gained strength 
with nine entrants, 
including a couple of 
novices. Without Chris 
Lipscombe to bother 
them, past and present 
club champions Gareth 
Lewis and Simon Evans 
shared the heat wins, 
before Evans eased to a 
six-second victory over 
his main rival in the final. 

The returning Hugh 
Jones took second in heat 
two, but was equally 
delighted to take fourth 
in the final as veteran 
Paul Saunders completed 
the podium. 

The two remaining 
Rotax classes closed pro¬ 
ceedings, with the seven- 
strong Junior category 
providing some close 
racing behind Macaulay 
Austin, who swept to 
four wins in as many 
races. 

Josh Gray provided 
the closest opposition 
with a brace of second 
places - including one in 



the final - although both 
Adam Berwick and 
James Johnson gave 
chase to Austin in the 
heats. Berwick could 
have caused the victor 
problems had he man¬ 
aged to start the final, but 
it was again left to Gray 
and Johnson to fill the 
podium places. 

Numbers in Senior 
Max were down from 
2010, but the competition 
again proved exciting, 
despite the best efforts of 
debutant Josh Codings. 

The reigning Junior 
champion made a big 
impression on his gradu¬ 
ation to seniors, winning 
the first two heats, before 
class stalwart Matthew 
Dowers ended hopes of a 
clean sweep. 

Collings was back on 
top in the final, however, 
easing to a four-second 
victory over his main 


(Zip); 2, Lucas Wynne 
(Zip); 3, Tom Rawlings 
(Zip). 

JUNIOR TKM - 1, Ross 
Chell (Intrepid); 2, Scott 
Morris (CRG); 3, Yousuf 
Ashraf. 

MINI MAX - 1, Harry 
Williams (Tonykart). 
JUNIOR BLUE - 1, Ellis 
Jackson (Tonykart). 
SENIOR HONDA - 1, 
Simon Evans (MS); 2, 
Gareth Lewis (MS); 3, 
Paul Saunders (7Kart). 
JUNIOR ROTAX - 1, 
Macaulay Austin 

(Exprit); 2, Josh Gray 
(Tonykart); 3, James 
Johnson (CRG). 

SENIOR ROTAX - 1, 
Josh Collings (CRG); 2, 
Matthew Dowers 

(Tonykart); 3, Craig 
Mooney (Intrepid). 
ROTAX 177-1, Wayne 
Stone (Tonykart); 2, 
Richard Phillips (CRG). 


rival, while Craig 
Mooney made the most 
of a lap one off for reign¬ 
ing champion Chris 
Davis to complete the 
podium. 

Wayne Stone found 
some stem opposition in 
the Max 177 class, but 
eventually overcame the 
challenge of Richard 
Phillips to claim victory. 

RESULTS 

BAMBINO - 1, Max 
Eenlon; 2, Alex Austin 
(Tony); 3, George Alp- 
Williams (CRG). 
JUNIOR HONDA - 1, 
Lloyd Sealy (MS); 2, 
Daniel Jones (MS); 3, 
Danny Griffiths 

(Wright). 

CADET HONDA - 1, 
Ryan Edwards (Zip); 2, 
Hugo Holmes (Project 
One); 3, Daniel Thomas 
(Project One). 

CADET COMER - 1, 
Louis Griffith-Walker 


ABBI VAUGHAN, 
wife of Aberthin train¬ 
er Tim Vaughan, land¬ 
ed the ladies’ open 
race at the Albrighton 
Hunt Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases on 
Sunday with her 
seven-year-old bay 
gelding Picaroon. 

The former winning 
steeplechaser is owned 
by Mrs Kate Smith- 
Maxwell and was ridden 
by Mrs Alex Dunn. 

The open maiden race 
was won by Sally 
Randell aboard How 
Nice. 


Abbi’s husband Tim 
also had something to 
smile about when his 
promising five-year-old 
Destroyer Deployed, 
partnered by Richard 
Johnson, won the 
Translloyd Standard 
Open NH Plat Race at 
Pontwell Park making it 
two wins in three mns 
this season. 

This Saturday, hunt¬ 
racing enthusiasts will be 
flocking to Llanfrynach 
in Brecon for the Brecon 
and Talybont Hunt 
Steeplechases; first race 
1pm. 


Barry under-8s 
‘try’ very hard 

Barry RFC under-8s 11 
Llanishen under-8s 7 


BARRY settled into 
the game straight 
away, and what a 
difference a year 
makes. 

Last season, the visi¬ 
tors were too fast and too 
strong for the Barry 
team; how the tables 
have turned. 

Playing with the slope 
in the first half, the home 
side ran in some very 
impressive tries from Z 
Pifield (two), J Roberts, 
I Maire Escott, C 
Saunders and Jacob. 

The final try of the 
half saw young Jacob 
powering over the line 


from 15 yards. 

In the second half, 
Barry put on a fine defen¬ 
sive display, as well as 
running in another five 
tries from J Roberts 
(two), E Galsworthy and 
C Saunders (two). 

A number of players 
put a great shift in, get¬ 
ting first to loose ball, 
tagging, mnning and 
passing the ball with con¬ 
fidence in poor condi¬ 
tions. These were D 
Parry-Griffiths, Roberts, 
R Rendal, Galsworthy, 
Saunders, I Maire 
Escott, Pifield, Jacob and 
J Couch. LS 


Penarth Computer Club 


A TALK at Penarth 
Computer Club was 
billed as the best of 
free software and 
Kevin started by 
defining ‘free soft¬ 
ware’ and ‘licence’. 

It would appear that 
all is not as it is generally 
assumed to be. Software 
is the code that operates 
everything and has no 
physical body, as 
opposed to the hardware 
that it is possible to 
touch. 

Pirmware, is a kind of 
halfway house in that it 
refers to code that is 
coded directly into a 


piece of hardware and is 
not intended to be fre¬ 
quently changed. 

What is software? 

# Operating systems 
control what the comput¬ 
er does. 

# Drivers control cer¬ 
tain hardware and bridge 
between operating sys¬ 
tems and that hardware, 
(eg printers). 

# Programmes can be 
large applications such as 
Microsoft Office or 
Adobe Photoshop, or 
small programs for appli¬ 
cations and minor duties. 

Kevin asked who 
owned a genuine copy of 
Windows 7 or Windows 


XP. A show of hands 
showed a majority using 
Windows 7. Kevin then 
pointed out that no-one 
present owned a copy of 
either. 

Microsoft’s licence 
clearly states that they do 
not sell its products to 
customers. Customers 
purchase the right to use 
it “with agreements that 
define and govern how 
you may use the soft¬ 
ware”. 

The main licence 
types are: Paid - normal; 
Preeware - a licence to 
use without payment, 
usually for home use 
only; Pree Software - 


New venue for art society show 



ABOVE: Maesteg Art Society members. From left to right: Jennifer 
Smith, Pat Jones holding her painting entitled ‘The Old House’, 
secretary Shirley Wells and Sally Joseph. 


Maesteg Art Society is exhibit¬ 
ing work in the council-run Y 
Llynfi Library at Maesteg 
Sports Centre until 
Wednesday, March 30, 
Tuesdays-Saturdays from 
10.30am-5pm. 

Pormed in 1984, the society meets 
once a week and each holds an exhibi¬ 
tion in Maesteg Town Hall. 

Society secretary, Shirley Wells, 


said: “We are delighted with the light¬ 
ing and setting of Y Llynfi Library 
and are really pleased that we have 
found another venue to show people 
our work close to Maesteg town cen¬ 
tre to complement our annual larger 
exhibition.” 

Local visitor, Prancis Johnson, said: 
“Y Llynfi Library is a lovely venue to 
show these pictures. The paintings are 
all really varied and very good, well 
done.” 


totally umestrained use 
or modification; 

Shareware/demoware - 
try before you buy, pay if 
you want to continue to 
use it.; Nagware - no 
compulsion to buy a 
licence, but it nags you if 
you don’t; Shovelware - 
Software that as a condi¬ 
tion of use also insists on 
installing other packages 
and unwanted software 
that comes pre-installed 
on new computers; 
Adware - Software is 
essentially free but will 
have adverts either in the 
header or side of screen 
or they might pop-up 
during use. Payment 
removes the adverts. 

There are other more 
obscure types that ask for 
a local postcard from 
you. Why provide free 
stuff? Some of it really is 
something for nothing. A 
programmer might do it 
just to show his skill or 
because the big coipora- 
tions are not to his liking. 

A good example of 
this is Open Office. It is 
free to download and will 
do most of the things that 
users want. The paid-for 
stuff will be able to do far 
more things that you may 
never need. 

The best free soft¬ 
ware? Kevin runs most 
of the free programmes 
that are shown our web¬ 
site. See penarthcomput- 
erclub.co.uk 

We next meet on 
Tuesday, March 8 at All 
Saints Lesser Hall at 
7.30pm. There will be a 
short session on key¬ 
board shortcuts and a talk 
on iPhone apps. Visitors 
welcome. 

HD 



£26995 . 


Selection of new & used vehkies 




Flat Scudo Special Edition 

£9995 


MrUnJiC 


BuilctK.in 

UlCH 


Cof«act PAUL LeMS€7911 2i6417or 0S4312€92X2or 

WMIft Trudl A V«n C^rdVI. VWeii RMd. M E*l. Cwtliff CF11 BAT 

'A'iAv “o.uk 















































40 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 



Thursday, March 3rd, 2011 


GEM sport 


Two down, but 

another two 
mountains to 
climb for Wales 


BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 


“We are under no illusions 
about how tough it’s going to 
be... History shows us it’s 
going to be a very hard day at 
the office, but we have picked 
a side to go out there and 
win... ” 

T he guarded words 
of backs coach 
Robert Howley 
before leaving for Rome, 
hinted at underlying 
nervousness in the Welsh 
camp preparing to meet 
Italy at Stadio Flaminio 
on Saturday. 

On the surface, this may 
have seemed surprising, 
given in fact that ‘history’ 
had recorded Wales had won 
11 of the 14 matches between 
the two, with one match 
drawn in Cardiff. 

Also, only two weeks 
before, England had put 
Italy’s current status firmly 
in perspective with an over¬ 
whelming 59-13 victory 
(admittedly on home ground 
at fortress Twickenham). 

However, it was the shad¬ 
ow of two Rome losses - and 
in particular, the shock 30- 
14 reverse as recently as 
2007, that hung over an 
injury-ravaged Welsh camp 
still struggling for cohesion 
and confidence, despite 
finally ending a prolonged 
run of defeats against 
Scotland two weeks earlier. 

In the event, Howley’s 
anxiety was justified, for it 
really did turn out to be a 
‘hard day at the office’, with 
Wales desperately clinging 
on to a narrow five-point 
lead - and the issue only put 
beyond doubt by James 
Hook’s drop goal in the 
dying minutes, for a final 
score-line that read 24-16. 

It again proved Italy’s 
ability to compete on equal 
^rms with Wales - gaining 


the upper hand up front - 
resulting in a glut of posses¬ 
sion and territory in the sec¬ 
ond half, most of which 
Wales spent in frantic rear¬ 
guard defence, limited to 
Hook’s three points. 

Last week, this column 
suggested that confidence, 
control (in every sense of the 
word) and error-count would 
be the deciding factors in 
this match, and so indeed it 
proved to be the case. 

Having begun in sparkling 
fashion, and going ahead 
with a Stephen Jones penalty 
inside four minutes, Wales 
almost immediately gifted a 
soft try through the first of 
all too familiar basic errors 
and acts of indiscipline that 
against a better side would 
have cost them dear. 

As it was, they were fortu¬ 
nate that the resulting 15 
penalties they conceded were 
not punished more severely, 
owing to Italy’s own limita¬ 
tions and the lack of a reli¬ 
able goal kicker. 

The pity of it was that 
once again this Welsh team 
showed fleeting glimpses of 
their true worth, typified by 
the two well-worked, first 
half tries by wing Morgan 
Stoddart and flanker Sam 
Warburton (the latter’s try 
converted by Jones) in which 
James Hook was prominent. 

Two more penalties by out¬ 
side half Jones gave them a 
comfortable 21-11 lead at 
half time; but the second 
half then saw Wales ‘switch- 
off’ and the match plan went 
awry as old failings crept in. 
Thus it was no surprise 
when sustained Italian pres¬ 
sure finally earned a try. 

At the end, the Welsh 
camp were relieved to get a 
second hard-fought Six 
Nations win under their belts 
and in a disappointingly low- 


quality encounter, will at 
least take encouragement 
from a superb defensive 
effort. At the same time, they 
can be under no illusions 
about the scale of improve¬ 
ment needed before the Irish 
come to town on March 12. 

Mind you, Ireland also 
have problems of their own, 
after being given a scare, 
first by Italy, and then by 
Scotland, in their less than 
convincing 21-18 win in 
Edinburgh on Sunday. 

As for Wales, the usual 
calls for Stephen Jones’ 
head, and his replacement 
by James Hook, have 
already been renewed by 
certain media pundits - as 
though he alone is to blame 
for Wales’ shortcomings. 

In fact, the problems go 
much deeper than the nar¬ 
row ‘either-or’ issue of who 
wears the Number 10 shirt. 

The reality is that with the 
Rugby World Cup looming 
ever nearer, Wales like every 
other participant nation will 
need viable options in all 
positions to be available to 
the coaches. That, surely, is 
the purpose of having a 
squadl 

While Jones is obviously 
nearing the end of a distin¬ 
guished, if under-rated 
career, it seems premature to 
write off a British Lion with 
98 caps, especially when 
Wales is not exactly blessed 
with world class talent. 

Having said that, the multi- 
gifted Hook’s day in the sun 
will certainly come (though 
on the fields of France rather 
than Wales!); and may have 
come sooner, if the Ospreys 
region had given him the 
chance to establish himself as 
an international outside half, 
rather than causing him to be 
seen as an all-purpose utility 
back par excellence. . 



Recognition for 
young footballers 


I ABOVE: Gwennan and Georgia^ 


GWENNAN DAVIES 
and Georgia Roberts- 
Powell, both 11, are 
celebrating a double 
selection success in 
girls football this sea¬ 
son. 

The girls began play¬ 
ing football with 
Llantwit Major boys 
under-8 s teams as there 
are currently no girls’ 
football teams in 
Llantwit Major. 

Gwennan was ‘spot¬ 
ted’ by a Cardiff City FC 
scout while playing for 
the boys and has played 
for their development 
squad for three seasons. 


She also joined Dinas 
Powys girls under-12s to 
further develop her foot¬ 
ball where Georgia 
joined her a year later - 
both girls play for the 
team every Sunday as 
part of the South Wales 
girls league. 

Georgia was also 
selected to play for the 
Cardiff City FC develop¬ 
ment squad this year . 

They were delighted 
to receive a letter 
informing them they had 
been selected to train 
with the national devel¬ 
opment squad, with a 
view to representing 
their country. SD 


Local boys are 
called up for 
Wales RL squad 


A TOTAL of eight 
local lads have been 
included in the 
Wales under-16 

schools rugby league 
squad after an open 
trial day that saw a 
bumper attendance 
of more than 100. 

The squad have two 
matches this year against 
the old enemy, England, 
with a welcome return to 
the Good Friday test 
match that has seen some 
memorable games over 
the last few years. 

The boys will now 
begin preparations under 
the watchful eye of a new 
coaching team headed up 
Wales Rugby League’s 
player performance man¬ 
ager, Aled James. 

Assisting him in their 
first roles at internation¬ 
al level will be South 
Wales Scorpions and 
Wales star Lewis Mills 
and former Newport 
RFC player Jason 
Strange, who returns to 
Wales following spells at 


Bristol and Leeds. 

In the squad are Josh 
Seldon and Lloyd 
Griffiths of Brynteg 
Comprehensive, and 
Xavier Maneisavata, of 
Cynffig Comprehensive 
School, who also plays 
for the Bridgend Blue 
Bulls. 

Another five come 
from the Pontyclun- 
based Panthers rugby 
league team. They are: 
Chris Bowler, Lewis 
Morgan, Levi Quirke, 
Connor Farrer and 
James Little. 

Wales Rugby League ’5 
head of performance, 
Dan Clements, said: “To 
see so many players turn 
up and trial for an 
opportunity to play 
shows the passion for the 
game in Wales is bigger 
than ever. 

“We are extremely 
pleased with the squad 
that has been assembled 
and it shows that the 
pathway in Wales is now 
thriving, with the high 
performance unit already 
starting to bear fruit. ” 


Cowbridge 
go down 

— but with a 
bonus point! 


COWBRIDGE 
travelled north last 
Friday night to take 
on Cilfynydd under 
flood lights and 
despite losing 
20-13, did manage 
to secure a bonus 
point. 

Cowbridge started 
well with the front row 
of Alun John, Jac 
Williams and Jon Philips 
well on top. 

A great take in the 
lineout by second row 
Matt Wright produced a 
20 metre drive by the 
forwards, and when the 
ball was released to out¬ 
side half Ed Lakin, he 
fended off his opposite 
number to take the play 
a further 25 metres 
upfield. 

From the resulting 
scrum. No 8 Ross 
Llewellyn drove for the 
line, but Cowbridge 
were penalised for a 
player joining the ruck 
off his feet. 

Cilfynydd scored at 
the mid-point with an 
attack down the left and 
ball back inside to the 
full back to score; the 
conversion hit the post. 

Luke Boys was hurt 
trying to defend the line 
and Idi Hamner replaced 
him, and Lakin got 
Cowbridge’s first points 
with a penalty. 

Huw Moorcraft, who 
made a promising debut 
the week before, pro¬ 
duced a great tackle to 
bring down the big right 
wing as he was about to 
break clear, and at half¬ 
time the score was 5-3, 
and Cowbridge were 
right in the mix. 

Almost from the kick 
off, Cilfynydd’s No 6 
broke the defensive line 
and his fellow flanker 
raced up in support to 
take the offload and 
sprint clear for a con¬ 
verted try. 

Lakin put over his 
second penalty, but poor 
defending near the line 
allowed Cilfynydd’s No 


9 to pick up from a ruck 
and cross the line before 
the defence could close 
on him. 

Cowbridge scored a 
good try of their own 
when, from a scrum 10 
metres inside the 
Clifynydd half. No 8 
Llewellyn picked up and 
broke right, freeing up 
scrum half Huw 
Lougher who with a lot 
to do outstripped the 
defence and cut back 
inside the full back to 
score; Lakin put over the 
tricky conversion. 

A proud moment for 
the Pophams saw 
younger brother 

Matthew joining David 
in the front row as Jon 
Phillips came to the 
sideline. 

With five minutes to 
go, a further penalty for 
Cilfynydd sealed their 
victory, for a final score 
20-13. 

The game followed a 
familiar pattern, 

Cowbridge dominated 
large parts but couldn’t 
convert pressure into 
points. 

As with the last few 
weeks the pack did not 
deserve to be on the los¬ 
ing side, and the boys 
must keep on training 
hard. 

If any one wants to 
join them they would be 
very welcome - 
Tuesdays are at the 
school training pitch 
with Thursdays back at 
the club. 

This Saturday 

Cowbridge are at home 
to second placed 
Penygraig, a tough 
match but one that 
Cowbridge can look for¬ 
ward to and measure 
their improvement from 
the first encounter up in 
the valleys. 

Kick off 2.30pm - see 
you there!. 

RV/RK 





































